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OPENING SHOT
The World Fair.
The Office of International Programs at 
Northeastern State University hosted the World 
Fair on Sept. 22, 2021. 

The purpose of the fair was to highlight 
international students and students from various 
ethnic backgrounds through a meal or activity 
that is traditional to the student's home country, 
race or ethnicity. 

Twelve different countries were represented by 
international students, as well as two student 
groups with an ethnic focus —We Are Hmong 
Club (WAH) and the Native American Student 
Association (NASA). 

Most students provided a meal representing 
their home country or race. The WAH club had 
a small fashion runway displaying traditional 
Hmong attire. The event was hosted at Second 
Century Square on the NSU Tahlequah campus. 

The Office of International Programs at NSU is 
proud to celebrate and educate on the cultures 
of students from all over the world through the 
World Fair and other events throughout the year. 
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NSU-Broken Arrow  

BY THE NUMBERS
On Aug. 11, the Northeastern State University Broken Arrow campus celebrated its 
20th anniversary serving students. 

Plans for the NSU-Broken Arrow campus date back to the late 1990s when the 
Oklahoma legislature altered the University Center at Tulsa (UCAT) and opened the 
door for NSU to develop a new campus site within the Tulsa metropolitan area.

The city of Broken Arrow is the fourth largest city in Oklahoma with a vibrant and 
growing community. The Tulsa-Broken Arrow metropolitan area offers  
tremendous job opportunities for NSU graduates in industries such as  
manufacturing, technology and aerospace.

NSU officials are proud to have a campus embedded within the Broken Arrow 
community and are cognizant of the responsibility entrusted by its constituents 
who without their investment the campus would not have been a reality.

Established in 

2001 60 
classrooms

33
undergraduate 

majors

19
graduate 

majors

12
science labs

8
computer labs

1
math clinic

1
reading clinic

1
low vision center

1
speech-language 
pathology clinic
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The name Imprints is derived from the 
hundreds of leaves stamped into the 

sidewalks of NSU. Like the imprints of 
the leaves, all alumni have left a lasting 
impression on the NSU community, and 

hopefully the university has had a similar 
lasting impression on each alumnus and 
alumna. This publication is designed to 
keep alumni up to date with the campus 
community, because even after they’ve 

graduated their imprint remains. 

Imprints, an exclusive benefit of Alumni 
Association membership, is published in the 

fall and spring. 

This publication was printed by Western Printing and issued by 
Northeastern State University as authorized by House Bill 1714. 1,775 
copies were printed; the total cost was $2,360. This institution, in 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive 
Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education Amendment Act 
of 1972, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and other 
federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a 
veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This includes 
but is not limited to, admissions, employment, financial aid and 
educational services.



5Imprints  FALL/WINTER 2021  |

W
el

co
m

e 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear Friends: 

As we look forward to the fall/
winter season at Northeastern State 
University and the close of our second 
year of the pandemic, we are grateful 
for many things. This fall NSU returned 
to a pre-pandemic academic schedule. 
We were able to cheer our athletes 
from the bleachers and our performing 
artists from our front row seats.  
The Northeastern campuses have come 
alive again as we celebrate more in-
person events such as Welcome Week, 
Homecoming and Veterans Day. Even 
as we gear up for another in-person 
commencement there will be no limit 
on guests that can attend. 
We can also look forward to NSU’s 
traditional Lights On event and holiday 
spectacular, Good Yule on Dec. 7 and a 
full season of entertainment from the 
Sequoyah Institute. Yes, friends, our 
hard work during the pandemic has 
allowed us to come together again. 
Speaking of hard work, this October 
NSU welcomed a team with the Higher 
Learning Commission for its 10-year 
accreditation visit. And while we 
eagerly await their official report this 
spring, I’m confident our university-
wide effort showcased the essential 
work we do every day at NSU for our 
students, state and the communities 
we serve.
In this issue of Imprints, I encourage 
you to catch up on the great things 
happening at your alma mater, 
including the selection of our 2022 
Sequoyah Fellow Roy Boney Jr., and 
NSU’s alumni honorees, Dr. James 
Williams and Bryan Warner. Learn 
about the important work being done 
by our dedicated TRIO Educational 
Talent Search staff and NSU Oklahoma 
Optometry faculty who are making a 
difference in the lives of their students 
and patients. 

Take a peek at NSU’s freshwater 
sciences degree which debuted this fall 
with a focus on freshwater ecosystems 
as well as the regulation of water. Find 
out about the good work being done 
in the Institute of Global Security and 
Comparative Justice Systems where 
professors seek to expand others’ 
knowledge and understanding of the 
global community with an emphasis on 
justice systems throughout the world. 
I promise you, time spent within the 
pages of your alumni publication is 
time well spent.
As 2021 draws to a close, let us strive 
to treat each other with the respect 
and kindness we each deserve. Just 
imagine how much brighter our world 
can be when we choose to respond  
with light. 
Stay safe and well! 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Steve Turner, President
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2021. Holcroft is a junior studying early childhood education.
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DIRECTOR’S LETTER
Value in Accreditation and Beyond

Presidential 
elections occur 
every four years. 
Congressional 
elections happen 
every two. The 
Constitution says 
we count the 
U.S. population 
every 10 years. 

The Summer and Winter Olympics are 
every four years. HLC accreditation is 
every 10 years.

Excuse me…what?

Every 10 years, Northeastern State 
University goes through an assessment 
through which the Higher Learning 
Commission (HLC) of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(NCA) determines whether or not 
the institution merits accreditation. 
Preparation for the HLC visit, which 
took place Oct. 18-19, is a multi-year, 
university-wide effort that over 100 
faculty, staff, administrators and 
students contribute to directly. The 
combined efforts of those involved 
lead to the drafting of what’s called 
an Assurance Argument, a document 
of over 150 pages and almost 20,000 
words that validates NSU’s efforts 
and commitment to the institution’s 
mission, integrity, quality teaching and 
learning and institutional effectiveness.

Coincidentally, 2021 marks the 100-year 
anniversary of Northeastern’s first NCA 
accreditation. It was such an occasion 
that when William Ford, Northeastern’s 
president at the time, received the 
telegram that accreditation had been 
granted, he was reported to be “just like 
a little boy who has just received every 
single thing he asked for in his letter to 
Santa Claus.” They even threw an all-
school pep rally to celebrate  
the accomplishment.

HLC accreditation is no small affair. It’s 
what makes the university eligible for 
federal support, which allows students 
to receive federal financial aid. It’s 
what ensures that credits from NSU 
are transferrable to other institutions. 
Quite simply, it’s what affirms that a 
degree from NSU has value.

Of course, we know an NSU degree 
has value. And while the accreditation 

process is necessary to ensure we are 
fulfilling our mission effectively and 
ethically, we see value through the lives 
that are changed at NSU’s campuses 
day in and day out. Students come 
to Northeastern from hundreds of 
surrounding communities and even 
from cities and nations across the globe. 
They earn an education that not only 
prepares them for a career, but also, as 
our mission alludes to, paves a path for 
them to reach their full potential  
as thoughtful, contributing members  
of society.

The value of the NSU degree has 
generational effects, too. Education 
is infectious. The doors that open to 
individuals often change the arcs of 
entire families. Just over a quarter of 
our students identify as the first in their 
family to attend college. They seize on 
the opportunities afforded them by the 
degree they earn to enhance the lives 
of those around them. Ingrained in the 
generations that follow is the notion 
that education is freeing and creates 
mobility and opportunity.

A Bachelor of Education degree from 
NSU means more because so many 
alumni are helping young people 
achieve success in the classroom 
and beyond. A Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from NSU grows 
in value every time an organization’s 
bottom line grows because of the 
contributions of an NSU graduate. A 
Bachelor of Science degree from NSU 
has greater impact when our alumni 
improve lives in health  
care or lead research affecting 
community progress.

Because of the dedication of faculty, 
staff and administrators, our HLC 
accreditation will reaffirm that an NSU 
degree has value for students. That 
value continues to grow greater and 
greater each year and each generation 
because of the impact and influence of 
NSU alumni.

We’ll see you soon!

  
 
 
 
 Daniel Johnson 
 Director of Alumni Services
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PRESIDENT
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Stephen Highers '05

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Gilbert Hall '80

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrea Tucker '05 & '09
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Jennifer Provence '02
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Becky Gore '91
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Sarah Turner McGowen '08 & '11

Bill Rauch '70
Kylé Thornton-Hicks '05 & '08

Pete Vanzant '67 & '73

EX OFFICIO

NSU PRESIDENT
 Steve Turner

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Peggy Glenn ‘90

FUTURE ALUMNI NETWORK PRESIDENT
Kelli Swank '21
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Talking Points
Institute of Global Security and Comparative Justice Systems

Dr. Raymond Hasselman, coordinator of the Institute of Global 
Security and Comparative Justice Systems and criminal justice 
professor at NSU, discusses efforts to educate the NSU family and 
wider community about global security issues and comparative 
justice systems through the formation of a new institute.

What is the mission of the Institute of Global 
Security and Comparative Justice Systems?
The mission and goal of the Institute is to provide faculty, 
academics, practitioners, professionals, community members, 
undergraduate students and graduate students the opportunity 
to expand their knowledge and understanding of the 
global community with an emphasis on global security and 
comparative justice systems. 
This is especially important for Northeastern State University 
students who are first-generation undergraduate and  
graduate students. 

How was the institute formed and for what purpose? 
The formative ideas for the Institute developed from 
conversations over two years among the Dean of the College of 
Extended Learning Dr. Eloy Chavez, Dr. John Clark, criminal 
justice department chair, myself and Dr. James Hall, assistant 
professor of criminal justice. The focus was on activities related to 
Global Security and Comparative Justice. 
Dr. Hall, Dr. Rebekah Doyle, assistant professor, and I began 
planning meetings during the spring and summer of 2020. Since 
the pandemic curtailed many activities, including travel, it was 
decided that a six-part webinar series on the pandemic would 
be the first project of the Institute. This webinar series occurred 
during the fall of 2020.

What is comparative criminal justice?
Comparative criminal justice considers and compares justice 
systems throughout the world.
Why is it important to be knowledgeable about 
comparative criminal justice systems?
We live in a global community. The criminal justice community 
in the United States can't isolate itself from the rest of the world. 
Controlled substances like marijuana and cocaine are brought 
across the border and trickle down to the street level. Countries 
around the world are faced with illegal border crossings. 
Terrorists do not respect borders. Students need to develop 
knowledge and understanding of how various systems of  
justice operate. 

Why include a focus on global security issues?
The Institute takes an expansive view of global security issues. 
Issues from terrorism to climate change and the pandemic 
impact the security of the world and the United States. The 
Institute’s webinar series during the fall of 2020 and the spring 
of 2021 on the impact of the pandemic showed how the global 
pandemic impacted northeast Oklahoma.
How does the institute plan to expand students'  
and community members' understanding of the 
global community?
Starting the Institute during the pandemic has limited 
the Institute’s options to expand students and community 
members’ understanding of the global community. Dr. Hall and 
Dr. Doyle, who are assistant coordinators for the Institute, and I 
produced a webinar series last academic year on the pandemic. 
This October the institute presented a two-part webinar series 
on the intersection of tribal, federal and Oklahoma criminal 
justice jurisdiction and systems in the wake of the recent 
McGirt opinion from the United States Supreme Court.
As the impact of the pandemic slowly declines, the Institute 
is considering the possibility of organizing travel abroad 
opportunities for students and others to study global security 
and/or comparative justice issues and operations. 
A few years ago, I had the opportunity to attend a security 
training conference in Israel. These types of opportunities 
expand a person’s view of the world. This may be especially 
important to first-generation college students. However, 
student participation may be limited by economics. We believe 
that many students have limited resources to participate in 
these types of activities. The Institute is also considering the 
possibility of some form of online publication. This is a long-
range goal of the Institute. The major difficulty in achieving 
these goals will be funding. 
How can someone learn more about the Institute?
Anyone can contact me at hasselmr@nsuok.edu.  The Institute 
has the beginning of a website. Interested persons can access 
the site through the following link:  
www.nsuok.edu/TheInstitute.
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NSU LEGACY SCHOLARS
ALLYN BARNETT

Allyn Barnett remembers her 
mother, an NSU alumna, taking 
her and her sister to the NSU 
Tahlequah campus when they 
were younger to check out the 
different buildings and listen to 
stories about Barnett’s mother's 
years at NSU. 

“I remember her talking about her classes and professors. 
She has been a teacher for 30 years now, and she attributes 
her love of teaching to her time spent at NSU,” Barnett 
said. “From the rich history of the campus itself to the 
uniqueness of the town, she told me it was easy to feel at 
home here.” 
Barnett joins her sister, who is set to receive her bachelor’s 
in December 2021 from NSU. She looks forward to becoming 
an NSU alumna just like her mother and sister.

FRESHMAN  
Psychology
Owasso, OK

BRAXTON BULMAN
FRESHMAN 
Health & Human Performance
Claremore, OK

Growing up, Braxton Bulman’s 
father told stories of his times at 
NSU and how they were some of 
the best times of his life.
Like his father, Bulman is a part 
of the RiverHawk men’s soccer 
program. He is proud to follow in 

the footsteps of his father and other family members who 
have received their education at NSU. 
“I am hoping to be able to tell my future children stories of 
my own and keep that RiverHawk tradition strong in my 
family,” Bulman said. 
Bulman plans to use his next few years on campus being an 
ambassador for the university and creating some of his own 
memories as a RiverHawk.

LINDSEY PRINCE
JUNIOR  
Business Administration
Sand Springs, OK

NSU was not originally at the  
top of Lindsey Prince’s college 
list. However, her mother 
convinced her to tour the 
campus, thinking Prince might 
also fall in love with it the way 
she did on her college tour. 

Her mother was right and Prince immediately felt like NSU 
could be a place she could call home. 
“I’ve spent years hearing my mom recommend 
Northeastern State to any senior still deciding on schools, 
and I was no exception,” Prince said. “Her stories affirm to 
me that the environment and financial value here at NSU 
cannot be beat.” 

KORBIN WAMPLER
JUNIOR 
Computer Science
Verdigris, OK

Korbin Wampler comes from a 
family of several NSU alumni. 
Most notably though, is his 
mother, who graduated from 
NSU in 1996 as a first-generation 
college student. 
Wampler’s mother taught him 

that respect and hard work, both required for receiving a 
higher education at NSU, were the keys to success. 
Wampler also recognized that NSU provided a place for 
students to receive an affordable education that would open 
up workforce opportunities. 
“Over the years the thing that stands out the most that 
she has taught me about her education from NSU was 
the value of her education,” Wampler said. “I recognize 
the exceptional value for an excellent education I will be 
receiving at Northeastern State University.”

About the NSU Legacy Scholarship
Since 1998, the NSU Alumni Association has awarded Legacy Scholarships to students of Northeastern's alumni. A committee of Alumni 

Association board members consider the applicant's academic performance, extracurricular activities and community involvement, 
along with a brief essay response, to determine the scholarship recipients. Applicants must also have a family member including a 

parent or guardian, grandparent or sibling who has completed a certain number of credits at NSU and is a current member of the NSU 
Alumni Association. The Legacy Scholarship award is $1,500 per year, renewable for up to four years, assuming academic and service 

requirements are maintained. For more information about this scholarship and other legacy programs, visit nsualumni.com.
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Operations and SCM program ranked, offers new 
certificate to meet growing worker demand
The Operations and Supply Chain Management program at 
Northeastern State University is among the most affordable in the 
country for those seeking expertise in the discipline, according to 
University HQ.
NSU was ranked No. 18 on the website’s 2021 Top 100 Most Affordable 
Supply Chain Management Colleges list. 
Supply chain management refers to the management of activities, 
processes and operations that facilitate the flow of goods, 
services, money and information. 
NSU Supply Chain Management Program 
Coordinator Dr. Nayyer Naseem said the importance 
and utility of this growing field was underscored 
recently due to the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic.
NSU remains committed to being an institution 
leader in preparing the future workforce in supply 
chain management. Naseem said with the Tulsa 
Metro area, northeast Oklahoma and northwest 
Arkansas becoming a hub of distribution, there 
is an industry need for people with the right 
skills and institutional program offerings to 
help meet this demand.
As part of the institution’s efforts to help meet the demand, NSU  
began offering an Operations and Supply Chain Management 
certificate this fall. 
“Many people who are already working in the field require an 
institutional qualification to grow in their career,” Naseem said. “Many 
existing and potential employees in operations and supply chain 
management disciplines will benefit by pursuing and acquiring this 
certificate to take advantage of the emerging opportunities and get 
promotions in their existing employment.”

This will build upon other existing offerings such as an undergraduate 
certificate in operations and supply chain management, an 
undergraduate degree in supply chain management and a graduate 
certificate in operations leadership.
Along with educating the workforce, NSU officials also play an active 
role in drawing together professionals, community members and more 
to develop ways to promote careers in this field.

In partnership with Premier Logistics, NSU’s Supply Chain 
Management and Environmental, Health and Safety 

department received a $100,000 state grant to promote 
careers in these fields. 

“The money is planned to be spent on providing 
additional learning resources to the students 
such as creating a professional certifications 
(APICS) resource center, promoting professional 
memberships (ASCM/CSCMP), organizing facility 
visits and advanced training/certification of the 

program faculty,” Naseem said.
NSU officials are also planning a national level 
Supply Chain Management conference at the 
Broken Arrow campus in the summer of 2022 

that will bring together representatives from the 
industry, government, professional organizations, state chambers and 
institutions. This conference was postponed to next year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
To learn more about NSU’s degree and certificate offerings in 
operations and supply chain management contact Naseem at  
naseemn@nsuok.edu or Dr. Arun Madapusi  
at madapusi@nsuok.edu.

ACADEMICS

Northeastern State University graduate social work 
program earns major accreditation
Northeastern State University’s social work master’s program is now 
one of only two graduate programs in Oklahoma to receive accreditation 
from the Council on Social Work Education.
Established in 1952, the council is the nation's leading accreditation 
body for social work programs. NSU added the master’s in social work 
degree to its catalog of graduate programs in 2018.
“Graduates and prospective students now have the assurance that our 
program’s creation and development has been reviewed and approved 
by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), and as such their 
degree will be recognized by any state’s licensing board should they 
elect to seek licensure outside of Oklahoma,” Dr. Eun-Jun Bang, 
department chair and program director at NSU, said.
Bang said the master’s program was created to develop and train future 
social workers not only in the core competencies connected to clinical 
social work practice but to also serve the educational, cultural and 

workforce needs of local and professional communities. As such, he 
added the program has built in a specific emphasis on working with 
Indigenous and rural communities.
The university also offers a Bachelor in Social Work degree, which was 
also accredited by the Council on Social Work Education when the 
program was established in 1991 and renewed ever since. Bang said 
initial accreditation for a master’s program is a three-year process.
For more information about the master’s of social work degree program 
at NSU, visit https://academics.nsuok.edu/socialwork/Academic/
MSWProgram/default.aspx or contact Bang at 918-449-6564 or  
email bang@nsuok.edu. 
For information about the bachelor of social work program visit  
https://academics.nsuok.edu/socialwork/Academic/BSWProgram.
aspx.

https://academics.nsuok.edu/socialwork/Academic/BSWProgram.aspx
https://academics.nsuok.edu/socialwork/Academic/BSWProgram.aspx
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ACCOLADES

NSU, Broken Arrow Public Schools partnership receives 
Regents Business Partnership Excellence Award
A Northeastern State University and Broken Arrow Public Schools 
partnership focused on preparing high school students for college 
success and careers in the local workforce was formally recognized  
this year.
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education awarded the Regents 
Business Partnership Excellence Award to recognize the Early College 
High School program administered at the NSU Broken Arrow campus.
Launched in 2019, the Early College High School program allows 
students to take high school level courses on the NSU Broken Arrow 
campus while simultaneously equipping them to successfully 
undertake college coursework upon completion of the 10th grade. 
The program began with 165 students and now has 380 students. 
All high school classes are taught by Broken Arrow teachers on the 
NSUBA campus. All college classes are taught by instructors from Tulsa 
Community College.
"This is a great opportunity for BA students to earn college credit while 
enjoying the outstanding facilities and services offered at NSU-Broken 
Arrow," NSU President Steve Turner said. "Upon completion of their 
lower-level course work, these students will be well positioned to earn 
their four-year degree at NSUBA."
The program is available to incoming high school freshmen and 
sophomores who can expect rigorous courses with engaging teachers 
and a smaller environment with plenty of opportunity to build 
community. Students can earn between 16 and 30 college credits by the 
time they graduate from high school.
Julie Sunderland, principal of the Early College High School, said 
additional student benefits include peer/study groups, a smaller 
learning environment, ease of college enrollment, easier transition 
after high school, increase in college grades and more focused support 
for college entrance scores.
Coursework offered as part of the program is focused on addressing  
the current workforce needs in the Broken Arrow community and 
actively preparing students for careers in industries within and around 
their community. 

"The partnership between Broken Arrow Public Schools 
and NSU benefits our entire community,'' Dr. Janet 
Vinson, BAPS Superintendent, said. "This partnership allows students 
to get a jump start on their college degree while significantly decreasing 
their college debt. A highly-educated workforce leads to thriving 
businesses. This partnership will prepare our students to one day lead 
Broken Arrow businesses and grow our community."
The partnership between NSU and Broken Arrow Public Schools was 
one of 27 business and higher education institution partnerships the 
regents recognized this year. The annual award highlights successful 
partnerships higher education institutions have established with 
businesses, other government agencies and nonprofits to further 
develop Oklahoma's workforce.
For more information on the Early College High School program visit 
www.baschools.org. In addition, any questions can be directed to 
Sunderland at  jlsunderland@baschools.org.

ACADEMICS

NSU, CASC combine efforts to expand experiential learning  
opportunities for graduate students
Northeastern State University graduate students will have the 
opportunity to take advantage of a number of immersive-learning 
opportunities at Carl Albert State College.
Northeastern State University President Steve Turner and Carl 
Albert State College President Dr. Jay Falkner signed a partnership 
agreement in August that would allow NSU master’s students to be 
hired as graduate assistants and placed in designated offices on CASC 
campuses. 
Graduate assistantships will be available in various fields, including, but 
not limited to, athletics, housing and supporting roles in student affairs 
related activities and marketing and media.
“As Oklahoma’s immersive-learning institution, NSU is thrilled to 
partner with Carl Albert State College to provide our students with 
even more experiential learning opportunities,” Turner said. “This 

partnership is a win-win for both institutions. While NSU students 
build needed real-world experience they are providing a valuable 
service as part of CASC’s workforce.”
Graduate assistantships as part of the agreement became available 
starting in the fall 2021 semester. 
“We are deeply proud of this collaborative effort to address critical 
needs for both institutions while serving as a pilot for future growth 
across our entire state system of higher education,” Falkner said.
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‘A crazy big difference.’
That’s how Northeastern State University freshman Kyle Welch 
described the start of his sophomore year in high school. 
What changed?
His vision was finally corrected.
After years of therapy and surgery, Welch said the change in his 
quality of life was amazing.  
When fielding a catch on the football field, he’s not seeing 
double. When interacting with his fellow classmates he no 
longer feels self-conscious about his eye turn. Following along 
with lessons in school also became much easier. 
“Once it was corrected you just didn’t feel so much as the oddball 
out and it just made a big difference overall,” Welch said.
Welch said he hopes to major in biology and later enroll in the 
optometry program at NSU. He is inspired to be an optometrist 
because of his experience with Dr. Sarah Krein, an NSU 
Oklahoma College of Optometry alumna and associate professor 
at the college of optometry, who worked with him throughout his 
life to help correct his vision.
Krein recalls first meeting Welch as a youngster when she was 
an NSUOCO student. Welch was five years old at the time and 
she described him as a little blond-haired, blue-eyed boy. At that 
time, they worked together in several sessions to get both of his 
eyes working at equal strength so he could use both eyes.
“I was really excited when he told me he was going to pursue 
optometry,” Krein said. “He’s been such a star patient in my mind 
and to think that it’s made enough of a difference that he’s going 
to consider going out and helping another little blond-haired, 
blue-eye kid as his patient is pretty cool.”
While his memory of Krein at that time is a bit hazy, Welch 
said he does remember her making visits fun. It may have also 
helped that he was able to get out of school early, he added. 
Welch made good progress as a youth and graduated vision 
therapy—for the first time—at 12.
A few years later, he would be reunited with Krein as a patient.
While at the checkout counter of the vision therapy clinic on 
campus, Krein said she saw his name on one of the charts. 
The student working that day listed Welch as being six-feet tall 
and Krein said she thought that was a mistake as she was still 
picturing him as the little boy she met many years ago. 
However, when she entered the room she was greeted by an all- 
grown-up Welch.
Welch said his mom was a big reason why he went back. He said 
after graduating vision therapy the first time he got comfortable 
with his eyes working even though they were not working 
together. He added he compensated by either using one eye or 
switching back and forth depending on what he was trying to 
focus on. He said his mom was not happy with this.
“She’s like ‘we’re not going to let this happen. You are going back 
to therapy,’” Welch said. “I wasn’t going to argue with my mom.”
Krein said when he returned they worked on having his eyes 
work together and training his brain to recognize that feeling.  
She said around the same time he also had surgery to get his 
eyes in alignment and she recalls him coming in after, just 
beaming with the biggest smile. 
Even after their sessions concluded, Krein said they still kept  
in touch and occasionally see each other out and about in  
the community. 

Krein said at his age she was not as confident in what she wanted 
to do in her life. Krein said she knew she was strong in  
sciences and wanted a fulfilling career where she felt like she 
was doing good. 
Krein worked at an optometry office to explore what the career 
would be like and would leave feeling really good about her 
patient interactions. That experience helped her make the 
decision to ultimately go into the optometry field. 
In 2006, Krein was accepted into the Oklahoma College of 
Optometry, where she met her husband who was also studying 
optometry at the college. Following graduation, she ran a private 
practice in Kentucky for some time before returning to NSU to 
be a faculty member in the college.
Despite the many patient encounters she experienced 
throughout her career, Krein still recalls working with Welch 
fondly for not only the impact it had on his life but also hers.
“It was life changing,” Krein said.  
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Boldly go...
NSU TRIO Educational Talent Search journeys to space

This summer 20 members of Northeastern State 
University’s TRIO Educational Talent Search (ETS) program 
traveled to the Johnson Space Center in Houston to spend 
a week at NASA Space Camp. Using funds from a STEM 
Supplement, students participated in Space U learning 
about STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) as part of the space exploration field. 
Throughout the week, students completed a variety of 
hands-on projects in teams of four along with tours of the 
many NASA facilities. They learned about the history of 
space exploration, spent time with a NASA engineer and had 
a retired NASA astronaut as a guest speaker. 
Diane Walker, director of ETS programs at NSU, said 
students built model Mars habitats, launched rockets, 
competed in challenges with thermal dynamics and 
cryogenics and built and coded robots. For many students, 
the highlight of the week was the scuba diving lesson with 
underwater missions.
“My favorite part of the NASA trip by far had to be creating 
the Martian habitat with my teammates, where we had 
to build a replica of our habitat and present it to a panel 
of judges,” Celeste Christianson, NSU Honors Program 
freshman and Depew ETS alumna said. “I never thought 
I'd have so much fun researching for something I typically 
wouldn't be interested in. It helps that we got first place.” 
The robot coding at space camp was an extension of some  
of the STEM activities students can participate in as part of 
the ETS program. This allowed them to see robotics used  
in action for something as important and fascinating as 
space exploration. 

“Once the students figured out we’re not sending a man 
to Mars, we send a robot, they looked at who’s controlling 
that team and making it do the things we want it to do,” 
Walker said. “We were able to see how that’s done from the 
International Space Station.” 
Students on the trip participated in the Space U graduation 
and also heard from retired NASA astronaut Kenneth D. 
Cameron, who flew three space shuttle missions, two as 
the commander. His Q&A allowed students to learn about 
possible careers in space exploration. 
“The NASA camp helped to further my interest in STEM by 
offering insight into what my future career could potentially 
be,” Jordan Andrews, Keys ETS alumnus and Oklahoma 
State University freshmen said. 
Walker also explained that the trip served as more than an 
educational opportunity for students. During this trip, they 
were able to learn and practice different social etiquettes 
at restaurants during group dinners, took a ferry ride from 
Galveston Island to Bolivar and visited Galveston Beach, 
with many seeing the ocean for the first time. 
“Affording these opportunities to our students is what 
makes ETS extra special and so impactful,” Walker said. 
The ETS program at NSU provides students with a well-
rounded experience each summer through a variety of 
camps and events. While building upon their academic 
knowledge, the programming and activities also prepares 
students for their college and career plans. 
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ABOUT TRIO
In 1965 the U.S. Congress 
began creating programs 
to help students overcome 
socioeconomic barriers to  
higher education. The original 
three programs consisted of  
Upward Bound, Talent Search 
and Student Support Services. 
Today there are a total of 
seven federal programs 
serving students including 
Veterans Upward Bound and 
Educational Opportunity 
Centers. 

The TRIO ETS programs at 
NSU’s Tahlequah and Broken 
Arrow campuses were renewed 
for another five years in the 
summer 2021 running through 
August 2026. 

To learn more about the 
programs offered through NSU, 
visit www.nsuok.edu/TRIO.
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IN FOCUS

Bennetta (Hayes) Yaeger ’59 
found an NSU stein while antique 
shopping in Colorado.

Cami (Hamilton) Highers ‘05, Tina Sorick ’03 and ’04, Erin Feller ’09 and ‘12, Robin Johnson ‘80, 
Anita (Hylton) Thompson ’99 and ‘01, and Chrissi (Ross) Nimmo ’02 and ‘05 gathered at the 
celebration of the NSU Foundation’s 50th Anniversary representing past and present employees 
of the Development Office at NSU. 

Winner of the Paradigm Shift 
Soar to the Landing Scholarship 
Jaylee Kindred and Co-Founder 
of Paradigm Shift Jerrod 
Murr ’04, along with his two 
daughters, Josalyn and Adelae.

Dez (Watts) Breech ‘03, Erica 
(Woolworth) Smith, and Aaron 
Smith ‘04 at the Tap In NSU Pub 
Crawl on July 31.

Dr. Jeff Sponseller, OD ’90, Dr. Tracie Sponseller, OD ’90, 
Cindy (Howard) Clifton ’89, and Dr. Bruce Clifton, OD ’90 
reuniting on Hilton Head Island, SC for Bruce and Cindy's 
25th wedding anniversary.

During the tailgate at the Homecoming Football game, 
students played Plinko for a chance to win a scholarship.

Jonathan Duffee ’18, preparing 
for his side gig this holiday 
season! Ho! Ho! Ho!

Kyle Hancock ‘11, Matt Eaton ‘05, Chad Eagleton ‘07, and 
Rusty White ’07 and ‘12 reunited for some golf and good 
laughs during the Homecoming golf tournament. 

Sharon Tarpley, Fred Burks ‘69, Larry Tarpley ‘70, Carolyn Burks ’68 and ‘74,  
Carol Parker ’68 and ’74 and Gary Parker ‘68 celebrated the NSU Foundation’s  
50th Anniversary. 
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Jennifer (Parnell) Provence ’02 and Fala Bullock 
’04 and ’06 tailgating at the NSU Homecoming 
football game vs. Central Missouri on Oct. 2.

The ladies of Sigma Sigma Sigma during the 
1960’s gathered in Tahlequah for a reunion.  
Oh, the stories that were told!

Travis Goldsworthy ‘16, Angela Walker ‘99, and  
Sam Kusler ‘14 celebrating warm weather and  
cold beer at Cabin Boys Brewery during the Tap  
In NSU Pub Crawl in July.

Jeremy Walker ’09, Matt King ‘04, Brian McNeese ‘99, Ryan Ragsdale ’01 and ’15 couldn’t get enough golf 
playing one round during the homecoming golf tournament, so they played through twice!

Scott Farmer ’03 and ‘06, Scott Abbott ‘90, Johnie Johnson ‘88, and 
Kelly Jones ’93 enjoying the sunshine (and also the entertainment 
from other team members) at the Homecoming golf tournament.

Sarah Kusler ‘13, Ashlee Gatzman, Jaime (Christensen) Walton ‘14,  
and Josh Walton. Cheers to the successful Tap In NSU Pub Crawl,  
raising over $7,000 for student scholarships!  

Charles Lamont ’97, Gary Cacy ’96 and ‘98, and Derek Cain ’94, Damon Roberts ‘97  
walked away with the top prize for the lowest score of the morning flight at the  
NSU Alumni Association’s Homecoming golf tournament.

Miriam Hicks, daughter of Kyle (Thornton) Hicks ’05 
and ‘08, trying her best to win some scholarship 
money for future use.

Celebrating the first ever Paradigm Shift Student Scholarship  
drawing held during the Homecoming Football game on Oct. 2. 

If you have photos you would like to submit,  
contact the Office of Alumni Services at 
918-458-2143, email: alumni@nsuok.edu 
or mail: 812 N. Cedar Ave., Tahlequah, OK 74464

mailto:alumni@nsuok.edu


Aquatic
Education
Northeastern offers 
new freshwater sciences 
bachelor’s program

Northeastern State University’s Department of Natural 
Sciences debuted the freshwater sciences program during the 
fall 2021 semester.
The new degree offers students an interdisciplinary 
education focused on understanding freshwater ecosystems 
such as rivers, streams, lakes, reservoirs and estuaries. 
Students will explore freshwater systems through a variety of 
sciences while also learning about the regulation of water.
Dr. Spence Pilcher, chair of NSU’s Department of Natural 
Sciences, said that discussions with the Grand River Dam 
Authority (GRDA) inspired the creation of the freshwater 
sciences program.
“NSU serves as an ideal institution to promote the 
conservation and restoration of the state’s scenic rivers,” Vice 
President of Ecosystems and Watershed Management for the 
GRDA Dr. Darrell Townsend said. “What better way to invest 
in our future and the sustainability of our state’s scenic rivers 
than investing in the leaders of tomorrow?”
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Townsend said that the GRDA has partnered with NSU to 
provide scholarships and internship opportunities for those 
interested in our state’s scenic rivers and the new freshwater 
sciences program was created out of student interest.
All freshwater sciences students will have the opportunity 
for immersive and hands-on learning through the new 
degree plan. The program additionally requires students to 
participate in a culminating internship experience which 
will provide them with both real-world experience and an 
opportunity to engage in research and scholarship.
This experience prepares students for a variety of careers 
after graduation. Dr. Richard Zamor, assistant professor of 
biology at NSU, said environmental consultant, water quality 
technician and stormwater management are just a  
few possibilities.
In addition to the freshwater sciences bachelor’s degree 
program, NSU has partnered with the GRDA to offer 
the GRDA/NSU Scenic Rivers and Watershed Research 

Fellowship. The fellowship provides scholarship funds for 
students to complete research with NSU faculty and GRDA 
staff members.
Kate Wollman, a GRDA ecologist, serves as an adjunct 
professor at NSU and works with students in one of the labs 
on the Tahlequah campus.
“As students work in our lab each year, we teach them the 
methods required for their research and ensure they have 
the needed resources,” Wollman said. “Eventually students 
are self-sufficient in managing and collecting data for their 
research, which I think is so important in growing as  
a researcher.”
NSU’s partnership with the GRDA has and will continue to 
create opportunities for students and graduates to study  
and work in the field of freshwater ecosystems right here in 
Green Country. 

 

The NSU 
Freshwater Sciences 
program focuses on 

freshwater ecosystems 
as well as water 

regulation.
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Alumni 
Q&A   

with  

Emily Lim
Class of 1992  |  Chemistry

At NSU:
Jack Kaufman Senior of Distinction

 Student Hall of Fame 
Miss NSU 1989 

President's Leadership Class 
Delta Zeta

What are you doing now? 
I am the STEM Curriculum Specialist for Broken Arrow Public Schools 
and am working on my master’s from NSU in School Administration. I 
work in a brand-new STEM high school that uses project-based 
learning to engage students in their core content. We use maker 
methodology to give students agency in their learning. By 
incorporating making into their learning, students become more 
creative problem solvers.

As you were approaching graduation in 1992, did you ever imagine 
you would be doing what you're doing now?  
No, never. I got my degree in Chemistry and knew I would always work 
in science, but would not have imagined this. My path to this job was 
a winding one. My career has always been in education, from medical 
school curriculum to secondary science education, I have never been 
far from the role of teacher.

What has been some of your most fulfilling experiences throughout 
your professional journey? 
I am sure I speak for all teachers when I say, making a difference in 
someone’s life is the most fulfilling experience. Never hesitate to reach 
out to a teacher who changed your trajectory or changed your view of 
a subject matter or your own ability. It will fuel them to keep going. 
Education is a very taxing job but so fulfilling. Recently, I have been 
watching ideas come to fruition in the building of a new kind of high 
school. That is fulfilling work.

When you reflect back on your time as a Northeastern student, what 
comes to mind? 
Dr. {Don} Betz and Dr. {Roger} Webb and the President’s Leadership 
Class and how it felt to be a part of a group comes to mind. I believe 
every freshman needs to be a part of something to make their time at 
NSU feel like home. All the groups and clubs that grew my abilities to 
communicate, plan and lead, such as NAB, Delta Zeta, Rookie Bridge 
Camp, Redmen Ambassadors. These extracurriculars were part of my 
educational experience. In addition to learning about chemistry, I 
learned about getting along and working together.

What’s one thing you know now that you wish you would've known 
back then? 
That getting an education was not about making an A in Organic. 
Getting an education was about leaning in and learning from every 
person you meet. Engage in every opportunity life offers up. You won’t 
regret it.

We jump into a time machine that takes us to 3 p.m. on a Wednesday 
in the fall of 1991. Where would we most likely find you? 
Working in that little guard shack in the UC parking lot. I worked 
afternoons greeting people who were visiting campus and also telling 
students they could not park in that lot. It was a great little work 
study job.



21Imprints  FALL/WINTER 2021  |

ADVANCE 

with an 
NSU 

GRADUATE 
DEGREE

25 graduate programs

Flexible delivery formats

Affordable tuition

nsuok.edu/GoGrad

In a few words

WHAT DRAWS YOU TO VOLUNTEER YOUR  
TIME AND ENERGY TO SUPPORT NSU?
Featuring the NSU Alumni Association’s newest board members.

GARY CACY '96 & '98
Tahlequah, OK
Director of Advantage Services | Cornerstone Health Care Resources
Board member since 2020
I chose to volunteer for the Alumni Association Board because NSU has 
and continues to give me so much. I truly treasured my time on campus as 
an undergraduate, and I am active in everything I can be to this day. I think 
it is my obligation to give back to NSU and its students and faculty that 
have given so much to me.

RYAN FENSKA '04 & '08
Wagoner, OK
Associate Professor | NSU Oklahoma College of Optometry
Board member since 2021
Mainly I wanted to give back to the university. NSU provided a great 
place for me to prepare for my professional career and learn valuable life 
lessons inside and outside the classroom. My NSU degrees have opened 
countless opportunities to help serve others locally and internationally. 
I'm thankful to be able to support the continued effort of NSU to provide 
quality education to future generations.

SARAH (FLETCHER) KUSLER '13
Tulsa, OK
Realtor | Century 21 First Choice Realty
Board member since 2021

NSU will always hold a special place in my heart. It's where I found my 
best friends, made some of my fondest memories, met my husband, and 
learned and grew both inside and outside of the classroom. It's important 
to me for future students to have access to an affordable education like 
I was so fortunate to have received thanks to scholarships provided by 
the university as well as low-cost tuition. I'm also a huge proponent for 
personal development, and I believe NSU's small size provides students 
with more access to take on leadership roles and participate in the 
organizations of their choosing. That is why I support NSU. I truly believe in 
the institution. NSU has given more to me than I will ever be able to give 
back, but I sure love to try.

PETE VANZANT '67 & '73
Broken Arrow, OK
Retired Superintendent | Jay Public Schools
Board member since 2021

I received my BS and MA degrees at NSU, plus many more hours in school 
administration. I wanted to help repay the university for the athletic 
basketball scholarship I received. I hope to make a difference in the future 
for students wanting to go to NSU.

Are you interested in serving on the Alumni Association board of directors? 
Visit nsualumni.com/boardservice.

http://www.nsuok.edu/gograd
http://nsualumni.com/boardservice
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2021 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HONOREE

Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. James Williams
Dr. James Williams has always had an interest in the  
life sciences. 
Growing up in Haskell, Oklahoma, he was surrounded by 
wildlife and nature. By the time he dissected his first animal, 
he knew he wanted to be a surgeon.
What started as a natural interest in the science of all living 
things around him, turned into a trailblazing career in the 
field of medicine. His parents supported and encouraged him 
and his siblings to follow whatever their passions might be. 
Williams was also inspired by the hard work and dedication 
of his uncle who was a lieutenant colonel in the army and 
fought in World War II and the Korean War. 
One day his uncle bluntly asked Williams what he planned to 
be when he grew up. 
“I couldn't even think about it. I just kind of blurted out that I 
was going to be a surgeon,” Williams said. 
There was no turning back for Williams after making that 
declaration, so he began his path toward a medical education. 
He moved to California after high school graduation and lived 
with his brother for some time in Los Angeles. He looked for 
some colleges out West, but nothing was the right fit.
Williams made his way back to Oklahoma to be closer 
to home and to join some friends who were studying at 
Northeastern State University. The science courses at 
Northeastern offered Williams a path toward his medical 
education goal.
During his time on campus, Williams served as a sports 
photographer through the work study program at NSU.  
He fondly remembers attending all of the football and 
basketball games, as well as working on portraits for the 
university yearbook. 
Williams said that while his time as a photographer was 
indeed work, it was fun to capture memories on campus and 
be up close at all of the sporting events. 
In addition to his classes and activities, Williams recalls his 
time at NSU being one of great social change happening both 
on campus and the world around it. Students were asking for 
progress, more diversity and practiced activism on campus.

Williams graduated from NSU with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology-Zoology in 1977. He then went on to receive  
his master’s degree and was the first African American  
to graduate from U.C. Santa Cruz with a Ph.D. in the  
hard sciences.
His one piece of advice to any student looking to receive 
higher education is to never give up. 
“The learning, not just the material, but how to cope with 
the situations. You know how to handle whatever you're 
confronted with, and it's a challenge, it's a test. It's a test 
of your stamina, a test of your ability to follow through,” 
Williams said. “And that will determine how far you go  
in life.” 
After finishing medical school at Case Western Reserve 
University School of Medicine, Williams served in the U.S. 
Navy as a staff surgeon in Okinawa, Japan during Operation 
Desert Storm. He later returned to the United States to work 
in his otolaryngology practice which involves the diagnosis 
and treatment of patients with diseases and conditions of the 
ears, nose, throat, head and neck.
Williams has received numerous awards and honors from 
universities and organizations. Some of these recognitions 
include the Superior Service Award from his fraternity, 
OMEGA PSI PHI, and the Significant Achievement Award 
from the African American Student Association of NSU. 
Williams has also been acknowledged during Terra State 
Community College’s Black History Month along with other 
trailblazing Ohioans.
“You don't have to wait for someone else to cut the mustard, 
you can do it,” Williams said about being a pioneer in the 
fields of science and medicine. 
Today, Williams still practices medicine, and serves as the 
first African American coroner in Sandusky County, Ohio. 
He enjoys getting to work with patients at all stages of life and 
bringing families comfort and closure. 
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Outstanding Young Alumnus
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Bryan Warner
Growing up in Sallisaw, Bryan Warner spent a lot of time at 
the Blue Ribbon Downs horse track.
Both Warner’s father and grandfather trained race horses and 
from an early age he got involved in the profession that helped 
his family put food on the table.
Warner said he learned many invaluable life lessons while 
working at the race track such as the importance of hard 
work, keeping one’s word and the importance of faith.
“In the Bible it talks about how a mustard seed of faith can 
move a mountain,” Warner said. “I’ve seen many a mountain 
moved during that time.”
While he enjoyed working at the race track, Warner said  
he always heard from others that he was too smart to be  
doing it for the rest of his life and was encouraged to pursue 
an education. 
Warner said attending NSU was always on a list of college 
options for Sallisaw High School graduates back then. When 
he turned 18, he enrolled for the first time at NSU. Warner 
said going to NSU allowed him to pursue an education  
while also remaining close enough to manage his horses  
and see family. 
Warner became more engaged in campus life after his best 
friend Jim Ed Nimmo introduced him to Greek life. Warner 
joined Pi Kappa Alpha and held many leadership positions in 
the fraternity such as secretary and president.
His Greek life experience also introduced him to a number of 
NSU mentors such as Dr. Ron Cambiano and Suzanne Myers. 
He said they taught him the importance of being accountable 
and remain close friends even to this day.
However, Warner would leave NSU before completing his 
degree to invest more time in training horses. It would be 
about a decade before he would return to finish what he 
started. In that time, he got married and was a new father. 
When he eventually went back to NSU to complete his degree, 
his perspective about college was different. He recalled being 
determined to finish his degree this time so he can show his 
son that getting an education is an important part of life, no 
matter the age.
Warner went on to graduate from NSU with a bachelor’s of 
science in biology and later completed a master’s in education/
instructional technology from East Central University.

In 2009, Warner would go on to teach chemistry, biology, 
microbiology and botany at Carl Albert State College. He 
enjoyed teaching very much, modeling his approach after 
his favorite NSU instructors Dr. George Nolan and Dr. Terri 
Baker.  He later accepted a position as the campus director at 
the Sallisaw Campus in 2017.
While balancing his professional career at Carl Albert State 
College, Warner also enjoyed serving his community. This 
included serving on the Sallisaw City Council, leading youth 
in church, serving on the Sallisaw Youth and Recreation 
Commission, Board of Directors for the Sallisaw Youth League 
and the Sallisaw Lions Club.
Warner said it was instilled in him from a very young age that 
if you can you should help others, and he has always been 
eager to be of service to those around him. 
This desire also led him to run for the District 6 representative 
seat on the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council. He was elected 
to serve on the council in 2015. As a councilmember he 
championed the Cherokee Nation Foster Care program and 
worked diligently to bring positive changes to his district, 
which is the eastern half of Sequoyah County.
He would be elected to serve as the Deputy Principal Chief of 
the Cherokee Nation in 2019. Warner said he could not do this 
job without the strong support of his staff, whom he believes 
were put in his life by God, adding he could not have asked for 
a better team.
Throughout his career Warner has been a strong advocate for 
Native Americans which has earned him accolades such as 
being honored by the National Center for American Indian 
Enterprise Development in 2016 as one of the 40 Under 40. 
He also continues to advocate for Native Americans as 
a member of the Tribal Advisory Committee for the 
Centers for Disease Control. Warner was appointed to the 
committee in 2017 and in August 2021 was chosen to chair 
the committee. Warner said it is an honor to serve both 
the Cherokee Nation and Indian Country at this level. He 
added the work being done by the committee is so crucial, 
especially as the nation deals with the challenges brought on 
by the ongoing pandemic.
Warner lives in Sallisaw with his wife Maco and their three 
boys Kaden, Luke and Clayton.
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Arts&Letters
Roy Boney Jr.  
named 2022 
Sequoyah Fellow

Award-winning artist and manager of the 
Cherokee Language Program at Cherokee 
Nation, Roy Boney Jr. has been selected  

as Northeastern State University’s 2022  
Sequoyah Fellow.
“These are very big shoes to fill and I’m very 
honored and privileged I have the opportunity,” 
Boney Jr. said about becoming a Sequoyah Fellow.
Boney Jr. said since he was a kid he was a fan of 
Sequoyah and his legacy. He added it is humbling  
to be named as a recipient of a fellowship bearing 
his name.
“When you think of scholarship and scholars, 
Sequoyah is the ultimate scholar for the Cherokee 
people,” Boney Jr. said.
The Sequoyah Fellow program provides an 
opportunity for NSU and the College of Liberal 
Arts to recognize an outstanding scholar in 
the field of Native American studies. During 
their fellowship year, Sequoyah Fellows 
are given the opportunity to share their 
expertise with the NSU community.
Boney Jr. is the seventh Sequoyah Fellow 
since the program was created in 2009. Past 
Sequoyah Fellows include former Principal Chief 
of the Cherokee Nation Wilma Mankiller, Cherokee 
Nation Senior Policy Advisor Dr. Neil Morton and most 
recently, the first-ever Cherokee Nation Delegate to the 
U.S. Congress, Kim Teehee.
“This is a gentleman that has immersed a lot of himself 
into teaching, and to protecting the Cherokee language. 
And as Oklahoma's immersive-learning institution, 
that’s exactly what we want,” NSU President Steve 
Turner said. “We want folks that are committed to 
what they're doing, and through whatever craft, 
whatever skill that they bring. We want them to 
make our institution a better place.”
Former Cherokee Nation Chief of Staff Todd Enlow 
said that it was fitting for Boney Jr. to be named 
the 2022 Sequoyah Fellow, as the Cherokee Nation 
commemorates the 200th anniversary of the 
Cherokee syllabary.
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Enlow said that Boney Jr. was the driving force for the 
Cherokee syllabary to be added as a language on Apple 
devices so that students could continue practicing the 
language outside of the classroom.
“The fact that we have somebody that is so steadfast to 
make sure our language not only survives, but is actually for 
generations—I think it’s very fitting that Roy serves as the 
Fellow,” Enlow said.
Boney Jr.’s art features the interaction of Cherokee culture 
with technology. He is particularly inspired by Sequoyah, 
the creator of the Cherokee syllabary, and uses Sequoyah’s 
image for the basis of many of his pieces.
“A lot of people like to joke that I have an obsession with 
Sequoyah,” Boney Jr. said. “As an artist, I do a lot of artwork 
of him.” 
Some of his other contributions are included in the “Tales 
of the Mighty Code Talkers,” a graphic novel in which 
he was featured as an artist, writer and cover artist. 
The graphic novel won the American Indian Library 
Association’s Youth Literature Award in 2018 and also 
served as inspiration for the Cherokee code talker featured 
in NSU’s new Veterans Monument & Plaza. 
Boney Jr.'s art and research have also been 
featured in the Gilcrease Museum and in articles 
in the Oxford University Press, the University of 
Oklahoma Press, American Indian Culture and 
Research Journal, Oklahoma Today, Indian  
Country Today, Native Peoples and First  
American Art Magazine.
Boney Jr. comes from an artistic and creative 
academic background. He received his Bachelor  
of Fine Arts in graphic design from Oklahoma State 
University and his Master of Arts in studio art  
from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
where he was a research fellow at the Sequoyah  
Research Center.
Boney Jr. is also the liaison representative for 
Cherokee Nation to the Unicode Consortium, 
president of the Five Civilized Tribes Intertribal 
Council Language Committee and former president 
of the Southeastern Indian Artists Association.  

Featured artwork by Roy Boney Jr.  
Used with permission.
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CLASS NOTES
Births

‘00s
Henry Ellis Cook, son of *Andy '04 
and Anna (Gish) Cook, was born on  
September 2, 2021.

Grayson Lee Parker, son of Cody 
'07 and Kim (Hurt) '11 Parker, was 
born on July 6, 2021.

‘10s
Laney Ray Morrison, daughter of 
Kati (Collins) Morrison '10 and '13, 
was born on August 25, 2021.

Memoriam
‘40s
Leonard Cowan '48, of Tulsa, 
passed away August 21, 2021.

Ruth Evelyn Jones '49, of 
Pearland, Texas, passed away July 
18, 2021.

‘50s
Joann Naifeh '53, of Tulsa, passed 
away July 16, 2021.

*Oliver Jones '54, of La Jolla, 
California, passed away August 10, 
2021.

Perry Anderson, Jr. '55 and '65, of 
Eufaula, passed away July 25, 2021.

James LaBorde '57, of Celina, Tex-
as, passed away July 25, 2021.

Ernie William "Bill" Lemon '59, 
of Broken Arrow, passed away July 
4, 2021.

‘60s
David Luce '64 and '70, of Tulsa, 
passed away June 3, 2021.

Wiley Ryal '64 and '70, of Henryet-
ta, passed away August 18, 2021.

William VanCleave '65, of Galena,  
Kansas, passed away on May 22, 
2021.

*Fred Overstreet '65, of Tulsa, 
passed away June 29, 2021.

John Ausmus '66, of Muskogee, 
passed away June 27, 2021.

Charles Butler '66, of Pauls Valley, 
passed away September 10, 2021.

Jane Tucker '67 and '80, of Tulsa, 
passed away June 3, 2021.

Charles Lee '67, of Ponca City, 
passed away June 6, 2021.

Linda Jean Wilks '68, of Muskogee, 
passed away September 6, 2021.

‘70s
Barbara Creekmore '70, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away August 23, 
2021.

Robert Zellner '74 and '80, of 
Tahlequah, passed away Septem-
ber 11, 2021.

Lucy Werntz '76, of Muskogee, 
passed away August 8, 2021.

Imogene Campbell '77, of Tahle-
quah, passed away June 6, 2021.

Barbara Hambric '77, of Tulsa, 
passed away July 23, 2021.

Barbara Freedman Garrett '79 
and '82, of Texarkana, Arkansas, 
passed away June 19, 2021. 

‘80s
Sharon Stillson '80, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away December 2, 
2020.

William "Bill" Ray Faulkenberry 
'80, of Caney, Kansas, passed away  
September 18, 2021.

Pat Hollingshed '82, of Muskogee, 
passed away August 24, 2021.

Roberta Jones '84, of Tahlequah, 
passed away October 5, 2020.

Donald Drain '85, of Broken  
Arrow, passed away August 3, 2021.

Jack Caseboldt Jr. '86 and '02, of 
Sapulpa, passed away September 
13, 2021.

Robert Legate '87, of Tulsa, passed 
away May 23, 2021.

Diana Harper '87, of Norman, 
passed away June 25, 2021.

Louis Allen Bohanan, Sr. '88 and 
'07, of Gideon, passed away May 31, 
2021.

Sandra Crittenden '88, of Tulsa, 
passed away May 6, 2021.

‘90s
Debra Dennis '90, of Muskogee, 
passed away May 21, 2021.

Fran Callaway '90, of Central City, 
Arkansas, passed away August 8, 
2021.

Morrie Picking '91, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away September 12, 
2021.

Benjamin Ecklar '92, of Euless, 
Texas, passed away August 27, 2021.

Lu Ann Thompson '93 and '04, of 
Broken Arrow, passed away July 
25, 2021.

Dr. Frank Zeigler '94, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away July 1, 2021. 

Anglea Southerland '94, of 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, passed away 
September 3, 2021.

Robert Senn '95, of Tulsa, passed 
away June 15, 2021.

Frankie Hargis '95 and '02, of Stil-
well, passed away August 15, 2021.

Julie Robinson '96, of Muskogee, 
passed away May 17, 2021.

Sandra Cousins '96, of Tulsa, 
passed away September 9, 2020.

Chris Raglin '96, of Tulsa, passed 
away August 9, 2021.

Bettie Steveson '86, of Muskogee, 
passed away July 21, 2021.

James Todd Anderson '97, of 
Jenks, passed away September 4, 
2021.

Sammy Wofford '98, of Tulsa, 
passed away September 28, 2020.

‘00s
Leah Collins '00, of Boynton, 
passed away March 5, 2021.

Dr. Larry Fleck, Jr. '01, of Owasso, 
passed away July 21, 2021.

Junie Kizzia '04, of Porum, passed 
away July 1, 2021.

Lanell Boyer '06, of Webbers Falls, 
passed away August 21, 2021.

Kevin Perry '07 and '13, of Owasso, 
passed away June 28, 2021.

‘10s
Christopher Gray '15, of Inola, 
passed away May 10, 2021.

‘20s
Goldie Sanders '20, of Sand 
Springs, passed away May 27, 2021.

Cody McClellan '20, of Jay, passed 
away August 2, 2021.

Milestones
‘70s 
Winfred McNack '79 was inducted 
into the Wagoner Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

‘80s 
Jennifer Colley '88 was named In-
terim Vice President for Division of  
Institutional Advancement at 
Tarleton State University.

‘90s 
Janees Taylor '93 is the Treasurer 
of the Cherokee Nation. 

Matthew Posey '94 and '99 is the 
Superintendent of Bethel Public 
Schools. 

Charles Elam '94, City of Wag-
oner's City Administrator, will 
serve as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors for GRDA for the 2021-
2022 term. 

Charlotte Cooke '97 is a Budget 
Analyst at Cherokee Nation. 

*Tobey Heater '98 has started an  
environmental services company,  
Heater Environmental Services, 
LLC. 

Alesha Baker '99 and '11 is the 
Program Chair for Library Media 
and Information Technology at the 
NSU Graduate College. 

Jessica Langston '99 and '19 is 
the Director of Recruitment at 
Conner’s State College.

‘00s
Gary Brian Nave '01 and '04 is 
the Community Bank President at 
Arvest Bank, Shawnee. 

Jason Boone '03 is the Laboratory 
Technical Services Manager at 
Saint Francis Health System. 

Leslie (Green) Jones '03 is the  
Assistant Principal at Henryetta  
Elementary School. 

Joanne Spalding '05 was named 
the Assistant Soccer Coach at Geor-
gia College. 

Cheryl (Poitevent) Cole '05 is a 
Senior HR Business Partner for 
Amazon. 
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Airik Jones '05 and '08 is the Math  
Assessment Specialist for the 
Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. 

Dr. Amanda Bighorse '06 was 
named the Chief Medical Officer 
for Wahzhazhe Health Center. 

Mary Parker '06 was named to 
The Journal Record Achievers 
under 40 for 2021.

Caren Copeland '06 is a Special 
Education and RISE Teacher at 
IDEA Public Schools. 

Kara Dickinson '06 is the Cosmet-
ics Area Sales Manager at Dillard’s 
in Rogers, Arkansas. 

Josh Cotton '07 is a Financial 
Adviser through LPL Financial at 
Armstrong Financial Services. 

Jill Taylor '07 is a Retail Banking 
Officer for First State Bank of 
Tahlequah.

Cassaundra Walker '07, Title III 
English Language Development 
Coordinator for Jenks Public 
Schools, received the BancFirst 
ESL Teacher of the Year Award 
from the Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence. 

Jenna (Curry) Jones '08 and '13 is 
a Program Manager for the School 
Counselor Corps. 

Alicia Sloat '09 is the Library 
Media Specialist at Woodall Public 
Schools. 

Kindle Holderby '09 is the Assis-
tant Vice Chancellor for Enroll-
ment Management at the Universi-
ty of Arkansas Little Rock. 

Cassandra Brubaker '09 is an  
Executive Assistant to the Division 
Chief Medical Officer at Hillcrest 
Healthcare System. 

Josh Howell '09 and '12 is the Chief 
Executive Officer for Life Link III. 

Chad Harsha '09 was named to 
The Journal Record Achievers 
under 40 for 2021.

Julienne Stocks '09 is the Office 
Administrative Assistant at 
Missouri State Public Defenders 
Office. 

 
 

*Darrin Priest '09 and '14 is the 
Residence Life Coordinator at The 
University of Tulsa. 
 
‘10s
Warren Kirk '10 is the Head  
Football Coach at Kansas (Okla.) 
Public Schools. 

Michael Rappe '12 and '18 is the  
Elementary Music Teacher at Tony 
Goetz Elementary School. 

Feather Smith '13 is an Ethnobi-
ology Manager at the Cherokee 
Nation. 

Erielle Stout Gray '13 is the  
Well-Being Coordinator at Chero-
kee Nation Businesses. 

Rachael Gentges '13 is the Esti-
mating and Pursuit Specialist at 
Ballard Marine Construction. 

Tricia (Price) Diaville '14 and '17 
was named North Forney High 
School Teacher of the Month. 

Kelli Fram '14 is a Project Manager 
at Missouri School Boards Associa-
tion and a Business and Marketing 
Faculty Member at Westminster 
College in Missouri. 

Austin Stunkard '15 is the jazz 
trumpet teaching assistant at the 
University of Kentucky. 

Daisy Allen '15 is the Wyoming 
Veterans Memorial Museum 
Curator. 

Addison Boulware '15 is a School 
Counselor at Tahlequah Middle 
School. 

Meghan Reid '16 is a Service Quali-
ty Specialist at Paycom. 

Hannah Jordan '16 is a School 
Resource Officer at Fort Gibson 
Public Schools. 

Katie Beasley '16 is a Yoga Instruc-
tor at YogaSix Chisholm Creek. 

Jaqueline R. Falk ’16 is a Mar-
keting Assistant Supervisor for 
Greenleaf Nursery. 

Crosby Lee '16 is the Owner of All 
Dry Services of Denver. 

Marcus Bruner '17 is a Controller 
at ABB. 

Sierra Miller '17 and '19 is a 
Speech-Language Pathologist at  
St. John Health Systems. 

Jessica Boone '18 and '20 was 
Assistant Softball Coach at OBU. 

Lexi (Armon) Johnson '18 and '20 
was named Head Girls Golf Coach 
at Owasso High School. 

Rhianna (Pierce) Maxfield '19 is 
an Enrollment/Advisement Spe-
cialist at Carl Albert State College. 

Jesse Crittenden '19 is a Help Desk 
Representative at Safety Skills. 

Cheyhoma Dugger '19 and '21 is 
the Director of Development and 
Membership at the Choctaw Cul-
tural Center at the Choctaw Nation. 

Ashtyn Taylor '19 is the Tourism 
and Events Coordinator at The 
Muscogee Nation. 

Jesse Crittenden '19 was promot-
ed to Sports Editor at The Norman 
Transcript. 

‘20s
Julie (Bergman) Baker '20 and '21 
is a Behavioral Health Profession-
al at Grand Lake Mental Health 
Center. 

Courtney Bolt '20 is Account Man-
ager at TGI Enterprises, Inc. 

Carrie Powell '20 and '21 is a Be-
havioral Health Therapist at Family 
and Children's Services. 

Alexis Girdner '20 is a Student 
Financial Aid Counselor at NSU. 

Sadaam Yousufzai '20 is a Parale-
gal at Van De Poel, Levy, Thomas, 
Arneal, LLP. 

*Carrigan Bradley '20 is the 
Marketing Coordinator at Risk 
Insurance Consultants, Inc. 

Bradley Soliman '20 is a Financial 
Representative at INSPiRE Finan-
cial Group.

*Taylor Lloyd '20 is the Supervisor 
of Quality and Safety at Chick-fil-A 
Helena, Alabama. 

Laney James '21 is a Teacher and 
Women's Head Basketball Coach at 
Gans Public School. 

Ashley Lotchleas '21 is a Teacher 
at Panama Public Schools. 

Mickaela Qualls '21 is an Elemen-
tary Classroom Teacher at College 
Bound Academy Charter. 

Alexander Miller '21 is the Sterile 
Processing Technician at Saint 
Francis Health Systems. 

Brandon Cross '21 is the Assis-
tant Principal at Catoosa Public 
Schools. 

Camerin Fite James '21 is a 
Special Projects Officer at the 
Cherokee Nation. 

Derick Shackelford '21 is an SAP 
Allocation Specialist at Georgia- 
Pacific.

Weddings
‘00s
Wendy Floyd Johnson '01 and '05  
and James Truel were married on 
May 31, 2021.

Benny Long and Kristin Linihan 
'05 were married on June 18, 2021.

‘10s
Erielle Stout '13 and Andrew Gray 
were married on June 27, 2021.

 
*Denotes Life Members of the Alumni Association

Email  
highersc@nsuok.edu  
to add your news to 
Class Notes.

mailto:highersc@nsuok.edu
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SPORTS
BASEBALL 
Northeastern State Baseball announces 
radio partnership with Lakes Country
Northeastern State will be one of the only NCAA Division II 
Baseball programs in the nation to have a radio partnership to 
cover every game during the 2022 season.  
Lakes Country 102.1 in Tahlequah will be the baseball radio home 
for the RiverHawks, with all games being on the local airwaves and 
streamed online. 
The RiverHawks baseball program is coming off a season where 
they finished runner-up in the MIAA regular season, hosted its 
first playoff game since the 1990s, and had one player drafted by 
the Houston Astros organization. 
"The constant improvement and growth of the program is 
something I think about daily," said head coach Jake Hendrick.  
"We have had a great relationship with Lakes Country in the past 
and pride ourselves on being one of the few Division II programs in 
the nation to have a true radio home.” 
“This is a great thing for the community, alumni, fans, friends  
and family to follow the team while we are home and on the road 
this season.”
Advertising opportunities are available during all NSU baseball 
broadcasts. Please contact head coach Jake Hendrick at 
hendricw@nsuok.edu or 918-444-3910 for additional information.

BASEBALL 
Swanson drafted by the Houston Astros

This summer, Nic Swanson became the 11th Northeastern State 
baseball player drafted by a major league program and was selected 
in the 16th round of the MLB Amateur Draft by the Houston Astros. 
Swanson held one of the lowest earned run averages nationally 
this season for a starter at 1.55 and had a 9-1 record striking out 106 
batters. He was short of the program's single-season NCAA Division 
II era mark, which was accomplished with three more appearances. 
Swanson's nine wins are the most for an NSU starting pitcher since 
2002, and his ERA is the lowest among starters since 1996.
“There are so many people to thank, and I wish I could get to 
everyone. I just wanted to thank the Houston Astros for believing 
in me and giving me this opportunity,” said Swanson. “I’ve had 
this dream since I was four years old, and I want to thank the 
RiverHawks community for giving me the best opportunity to 
achieve my dream.” 
“I want to thank (Head Coach) Jake Hendrick for picking me up 
when I was at my lowest and showing me my true potential.” 
The Bixby, Oklahoma native was named American Baseball Coaches 
Association (ABCA) Second Team All-America and earned three All-
Region Honors this off-season. 
Northeastern State's last MLB draft selection came in 2018, with Ben 
Strahm being a 23rd-round pick by the San Francisco Giants. 
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FOOTBALL 
See you at ‘The Landing’
‘The Landing’ tailgate zone is a new pregame gathering area for Northeastern 
State Football fans during the 2021 season and has been an instant hit for 
fans visiting Gable Field at Doc Wadley Stadium. 
"I think it goes back to the vision of what we want to try and create," NSU 
head coach J.J. Eckert said. "The big vision is making sure that we get more 
than a game and more of a game day event.”
The demand was high for Northeastern State Football fans, and before 
the 2021 season, ‘The Landing’ located in the paved parking lot adjacent to 
Seminary Avenue and Gable Field sold out all its spaces. 
“We wanted The Landing to allow RiverHawk fans to gather together and 
enjoy Saturdays in the fall,” said Eckert. “Each spot is adjacent to a grassy area 
and the field, giving fans the opportunity to set up tents, lawn chairs, grills, 
allowing fans a great way to grow the tailgating atmosphere at NSU."
During the season, music acts and DJs provided pregame entertainment 
at The Landing. Additionally, the NSU Band route to the stadium stopped 
through, along with the RiverHawks Walk.

ACADEMIC
ALL-AMERICA
HONORS

Northeastern State's Madison Wrather has been 
named to the prestigious College Sports Information 
Directors of America (CoSIDA) Football First-Team 
Academic All-America honors.

Wrather was one of 26 student-
athletes nationally to land as 
a First-Team member and was 
one of four to have a perfect 
4.0-grade point average majoring 
in Cellular & Microbiology and 
Business.

Wrather is the first football 
student-athlete to earn First-
Team Academic All-America honors from CoSIDA and 
just the third overall across the entire department. 
Thirteen student-athletes since 2013 at Northeastern 
State have achieved one of the highest academic 
honors issued through the media.

 
For just the second time in program history, 
Northeastern State will have multiple CoSIDA 
Academic All-America selections in the same season 
in men's soccer, with Ryan McCully earning a second-

team nod and Flynn Semmerling 
gaining third-team recognition.

McCully started in all eight 
matches this spring and had 
two goals and three assists. The 
junior boasted a 4.0 GPA and was 
a CoSIDA Academic All-District 
selection in 2020.

Semmerling led NSU with 
25 shots taken and had four 
goals and one assist in eight 
matches. In three playing 
seasons, the junior has tallied 25 
goals and four assists.  

The pair from NSU are the 
lone representatives from the 
Central Region, with 35 student-
athletes in men's soccer selected 
nationally.

Wrather

McCully

Semmerling

goriverhawksgo.com

http://goriverhawksgo.com
http://goriverhawksgo.com
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