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Message from the President

Dear Friends:

Greetings from your university. As I write
this, the foliage on all three of our campuses
is scattering and the end of an incredible,
transformative semester is already upon us.

I know that many of you participated in the

various homecoming activities in late October.

From the BancFirst Homecoming Street Party
fireworks through the Emerald Ball, each activity
was exciting and well attended due to the hard
work of many students, volunteers and staft

@ NORTHEASTERN  members.

ST e I heard numerous positive remarks throughout
the weekend, but perhaps the most rewarding
came from our Distinguished Alumni honorees.
After the breakfast in our home on Saturday
morning, Rep. Earl Sears, Chief Bill John Baker,
Dr. Kelly Bailey and Mr. Darrell Sullenger

shared spontaneous, heartfelt and at times tearful
comments about what the weekend meant to them.
I wish all of you could have heard the wonderful
things they said about our NSU family.

Many of you were able to be a part the first
performance by a major recording artist at the
NSU Event Center. Josh Turner’s Emerald
Ball appearance has proven that this facility has
what it takes to be a venue for future regional
entertainment events. There were so many
highlights from the various homecoming events.
Please take a moment to enjoy the pictures and
read the stories that capture the excitement.

And, it’s not too early to mark your calendars
for Homecoming 2016 on Saturday, Sept. 24!

I'm pleased to report that the new RiverHawks
Wellness Center (“The Fit”) is now open and has
been incredibly well-received by our students and
the NSU community. We have already signed up
many new members and interest in fitness has
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never been higher on campus.

The new student housing unit at the corner
of Lewis and Garrison is on schedule to welcome
its first student residents in the fall of 2016. It will
be named after Dr. Isabel Cobb, a graduate of the
Cherokee National Seminary who is recognized as
the first woman physician in Indian Territory. “Dr.
Belle” was selected by a vote of current student
residents and approved by our governing board.

Last year at this time, we were in the early
planning stages of the Preserve our Past, ENSUre
Our Future campaign. In this edition of Imprints,
you will see the tremendous success we are already
experiencing in the first phase of the campaign.
These results are a powerful endorsement of the
campaign’s four focus areas: student scholarships,
strengthening faculty, new and revitalized facilities
and enhancements in athletics.

With a working goal of $20.925 million, this
campaign is our opportunity to enhance the legacy
we inherited from those that came before us. And,
in a time of declining state support, the need has
never been greater.

As Penny and I look ahead to the beginning
of our fifth year of service to NSU, we are more
grateful than ever for friendships we have forged at
this great university. Please stay in touch.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President
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Cherokee Nation gifts S4M

to benefit Seminary Hal

Contribution will protect historic and iconic symbol of education

for generations to come

Nearly 130 years ago, 1,500 Cherokee officials and area
residents watched as the first cornerstone was laid at the newly
rebuilt Cherokee Female Seminary, which had been destroyed by
fire at its original location a year earlier. Today, that iconic building
represents the oldest structure on what would eventually come to
be known as Northeastern State University.

On Dec. 2, Cherokee Nation officials committed $4 million
to ensure Oklahoma’s historic and iconic symbol of education,
Seminary Hall, will be preserved and celebrated for generations to
come.

11
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Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker, Oklahoma
Secretary of State Chris Benge and NSU President Steve Turner
were joined by Cherokee Nation Tribal Council members, NSU
faculty, staff, students and community members in
the foyer of the historic hall for the presentation of
the gift.

“Seminary Hall is a powerful unifier of the
university, the city of Tahlequah and the Cherokee
Nation,” Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John
Baker said. “It reminds all of us every single day that
the partnership between the tribe, the school and
the community is anchored in advancing quality
education and making it accessible to our citizens.

“When our Cherokee leaders where first
removed to this part of the country, they made a
moral decision to invest in the future of our people
through education. Despite the trauma of removal
and starting over, the tribe allocated half of its overall
budget to erect the seminary school and fund its
mission. Today, we honor our Cherokee ancestors
by making this investment for the generations to
follow.”

Seminary Hall currently houses the College of
Liberal Arts administration, faculty and classrooms.
It serves more than 1,700 students. The daily
activities of a busy college campus have taken its toll
on this 126-year-old building. Additionally, the 19th
century building is not equipped for 21st century
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technologies and learning environments.

“The generosity of the Cherokee people and their commitment
to higher education have come together in an unprecedented way,”
said NSU President Steve Turner. “Seminary Hall has been and
will continue to be a symbol of courage, hope and determination.
Baker’s leadership continues to have a tremendous impact, not
only on NSU, but on the entire state.”

The Cherokee Nation gift provides the necessary resources
to preserve, renovate and repurpose Seminary Hall. The iconic
structure will become a multipurpose building that will showcase
its cultural lineage, provide a modern classroom experience for
students and house administrative departments. A highlight of the
project will be a museum, which will be guided by expertise from
the Cherokee Nation and the university.

Cherokee Nation Businesses is funding the effort to further
its mission of preserving Cherokee culture and history. Through
its cultural tourism efforts, the tribe’s holding company recently
restored another Tahlequah landmark, the Cherokee National
Capitol, and operates three local Cherokee Nation museums.

The largest contribution to date raises the bar for the university’s
“Preserve Our Past, ENSUre Our Future” campaign, which aims
to raise $20.925 million in campaign investments by focusing
on four project areas: opportunities for students, strengthening
the faculty, new and revitalized facilities, and enhancements in
athletics.




College of Science & Health Professions
recelves S2.5 million gift

Gregg Wadley and Dr. Betsy Brackett reaffirm commitment to Northeastern students, university

Northeastern State University accepted a significant capital
campaign donation Nov. 4 in Oklahoma City. NSU alumnus
Gregg Wadley and his wife, Dr. Betsy Brackett reaftirmed their
commitment to helping Northeastern students and ensuring the
university’s future with a pledge of $2.5 million toward the College
of Science & Health Professions.

Wadley and Brackett will establish two endowed chairs of science
in the college by providing $500,000 in funds, which will be
submitted to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to
be matched by the State of Oklahoma.

They also plan to contribute $1 million to a university-wide
scholarship endowment.

The couple’s total contribution of $2.5 million will be honored by
the official designation of the Gregg Wadley College of Science &
Health Professions. This is the first named college in NSU history.

Wadley and Brackett’s commitment directly impacts the
campaign’s goals.

By establishing two endowed chairs of science, Wadley and
Brackett’s contribution profoundly increases funding for faculty to
have new technology and updated equipment in the classroom.

Additionally, it will provide supplementary salary and/or program
funding for teaching and research, give NSU faculty access to a
national expert for mentoring and enhance the national reputation
of NSU's science programs.

The $1 million university-wide scholarship endowment can
make dreams of higher education come true for students who wish
to attend college but lack the resources.

The endowment will be divided into three areas, with $500,000
going to transfer student scholarships, $300,000 for graduate student
scholarships and $200,000 for discretionary scholarships that
enhance recruitment and retention.

NSU President Steve Turner agreed contributions like this have a
significant impact on students who need assistance.

“Private donations to public universities and colleges have never
been more important. Gregg Wadley and Dr. Betsy Brackett have
shown incredible generosity by providing a gift that will touch the
lives of our students for generations.

Certainly, other contributions to the campaign will follow, but I
will always appreciate how excited Gregg and Betsy were to make
such a meaningtul contribution to the future of NSU.”
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Alumni News

What we learned about NSU
in freshmen orientation

Recently, NSU’s esteemed assistant professor Kin Thompson
and I teamed up to share with the fall freshmen a bit about
Northeastern’s history and heritage, what it means to be an NSU
alumnus and why it’s important.

The students learned about some of the more key historic years:
1851, 1889, 1909 and 1985. They learned about names and places
like Sequoyah and Florence, Park Hill and Town Branch.

They learned that what is now NSU is the oldest institution of higher learning
in Oklahoma, and that NSU is the state’s fourth largest four-year institution. They
learned how NSU’s and the Cherokee Nation’s deeply rooted past, present and future
are intertwined.

The students were also entertained with stories of Cucaracha Downs and the
hauntings of Seminary Hall. “What’s the story of Cucaracha Downs?” you ask. You
didn’t know that NSU garnered national attention in the early 80s when it played host
to the World Championship Cockroach Race?!?

Learning history and heritage is something these students get. They appreciate
knowing more about how NSU'’s beginnings came from the Cherokee people’s
commitment to spread the gift of education throughout their communities. But
hearing from the alumni director about the Alumni Association and the importance
of becoming and staying an active and engaged alumnus? Maybe a bit of a stretch
to share this notion with those who are just over half way through their very first
semester? Not at all!

Do you recall when you first heard of the NSU Alumni Association? Perhaps you
don’t specifically recall it, but likely it was at your commencement ceremony. I asked
today’s students in Freshmen Orientation (or University Strategies as it’s now known)
if they recalled anything anyone said at their high school graduation, which, for a
good percentage of them, wasn’t that long ago. Not surprisingly, these students had
other things on their mind at that time. Probably the same for you whenever you were
sitting at your NSU graduation, right?

So why wait until then to introduce new graduates to the idea of being an NSU
alumnus? And to a large extent, it’s not all just about being an NSU graduate. The
purpose of sharing this message in today’s University Strategies classes is to help set
the stage for the end game: earning that college degree. In a time when just two out
of three return for their sophomore year, it’s always a good thing to reinforce that
everyone at NSU, from the new student advisors to college deans and, yes, even
alumni staff are here to help these students reach that ultimate goal.

While a number of things can affect the successful attainment of an NSU
degree—Iliving on campus vs. commuting, number of work hours outside of class,
family commitments, just to name a few—we know that what alumni do now can
help pave a smoother, wider road for NSU freshmen as well as upperclassmen.
Participating in networking events, serving as mentors, opening doors to internship
opportunities and supporting scholarships are meaningful ways for alumni to
contribute to higher rates of success of the freshmen coming back for their sophomore
year and ultimately finding their way to graduation.

As Kin and I both told this semester’s group of freshmen sitting in University
Strategies, that day will come sooner than they can imagine. We look forward to being
a part of this journey, and, thankfully, NSU has a wonderful alumni community that
will also be a part of it.

Finally, thinking back to what you learned in Freshmen Orientation, if you are
the first to email me (johnso89@nsuok.edu) about the significance of the four years
I listed in the second paragraph of this letter, I'll send you a $25 gift card to Barnes &
Noble.

See you soon!

C@@Orz

Daniel Johnson
Director of Alumni Services
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Gray earns
Legacy Scholarship

Following the extension of the Legacy
scholarship from a one-time award to

a four-year, renewable scholarship, the
Northeastern State University Alumni
Association selected Taryn Gray as the 2015
recipient.

Higher education for the Gray family began
in the hallways of NSU, as Taryn’s father,
Dennis Gray, along with his sisters, attended
the university as first-generation college
students.

Dennis graduated from NSU in 1990 with a
bachelor’s degree in education.

Growing up in Wyandotte, Okla., Taryn

was an active member of Student Council,
the National Honors Society, the Gifted

and Talented Program and played basketball
and fast-pitch and slow-pitch softball. Her
attraction to NSU was two-fold—the range
of majors that NSU ofters and the possibility
of competing at the collegiate level in
softball. The incoming freshman hopes to
pursue a career in speech language pathology.

The Legacy scholarship process requires
applicants to interview family members
who previously attended NSU about their
experiences and write a paper detailing how
that has shaped the student’s expectations.
Naturally, Taryn reached out to her father.

Dennis explained that he, to this day, believes
the years he spent at Northeastern State were
the most important ones of his life.

In addition to feeling at home, he was also
able to connect with students from all over
the U.S. and other countries—in small class
settings where he felt the professors took
interest in each student personally. He has
no doubt that the same will be true for his
daughter.

“NSU is the perfect fit for me. I'm very
excited to continue my educational and
athletic careers at the collegiate level and am
even more excited knowing that I will be
doing so at Northeastern State University,”
said Taryn. “My father is proud to be a
Redmen and I am now proud to say that
am a RiverHawk.”

For more information about the Alumni
Association Legacy scholarship, call 918-458-
2143 or visit nsualumni.com.



Alumni News

Rozell scholarship recipients named

Recognized for their demonstrations of leadership and service to the
community, Northeastern State University students Jacob Jones and Tarah
Satterfield are the recipients of the 2015-16 Senator Herb Rozell Scholarship.
Jones and Satterfield will lead the planning and execution of NSU’s annual Big
Event held on the last Saturday of March.

Jones studies graphic design and currently serves as the
Vice President of Underground Graphics, RiverHawks
Against Trash and is the standards chairman of Lambda Chi
Alpha. He is also a member of the Order of Omega and a
Baccalaureate Scholar with the Honors Program. Jones has
been a recipient of the Tiibal Award from the Cherokee
Nation each semester at NSU, and was awarded the AAAA
Scholarship Foundation award this semester.

Satterfield, who is majoring in cellular biology, currently
serves as a RiverHawk Ambassador, is a member of the
Northeastern Activities Board and the Traditions Council
and is president in the RISE Scholarship Program. Since
2012, she has been a recipient of the Ford Scholar of the
Charles Latayette Ford Memorial Scholarship.

The scholarship program recognizes NSU seniors who
exhibit tremendous campus and community leadership,
outstanding scholastic achievement and commitment to excellence for

the future. It is funded by private donations to the NSU Foundation. The
scholarship awards $1,000 per semester to two undergraduate students who
have completed at least 90 credit hours and have maintained a 3.25 GPA.

14 Connect. Share.

Learn. Build.
An affiliate group of the
WOMEN OF NSU Alumni Association

NORTHEASTERN

PURPOSE: An exclusive alumnae society providing NSU women
opportunities to share talents, learn new skills and build lasting friendships.
This society encourages and facilitates both professional and personal
development, networking and mentoring opportunities for NSU's alumnae
and current female students.

FEE STRUCTURE: Offered as an add-on to NSU Alumni Association
membership. Alumna must be an active Alumni Association member to
purchase. Life Members must purchase membership annually and will be
notified when membership is scheduled for renewal.

$35 - Membership | $25 - Recent Graduate (first three years of first graduation)
Membership will run in conjunction with Alumni Association membership.

Women of Northeastern membership dues will fund, partially or in full,
networking meetings and events, professional development seminars and
student enrichment opportunities.

For more information, contact the Alumni Association at 918-458-2143
or visit www.nsualumni.com

FUTURE ALUMNI NETWORK
Member Profile

Name: Jacqueline Epps
Hometown: McAlester, OK
Major: Psychology

Year: Junior, anticipating
graduation Spring 2017

Clubs Organizations/Activities: NSU Psychology Club PR
Officer 2014-2015, FAN Social Media Chair 2015, Member of
Students for Animal Welfare 2014-2015 and Chi Alpha

Career Aspirations: High School Counseling

Reason for choosing NSU: On my first tour | was
impressed by the beautiful campus and | have since grown
to love the faculty and learning environment with every
semester.

Favorite NSU Memory: All of my favorite memories
involve the fun times | have had with Psychology Club.

Favorite Class: Psychology of Adolescence with Dr. Waters

Best piece of advice for future RiverHawks: Join an
organization. Or two. Or three. Do as much as you can to
get involved in any campus activities, make friends with
whom you have similar goals and interests, create lifelong
relationships through a club that will help you to have a
sense of belonging at NSU, do not limit yourself, and keep
an open mind always.

Best life lesson from NSU: NSU's overall message spoke
to me in a way that has made me feel like | truly can Gather
Here. Go Far.; Tahlequah is a small town, but | still have big
plans.”

Tip for survival at NSU: Do not miss class! Especially
Algebra and Statistics, if you are mathematically challenged
like me.

Part of being an alumna that you are looking most
forward to: | am looking forward to being able to share
what | have learned through my experiences with others.

Reason for joining Future Alumni Network: | initially
joined the Future Alumni Network for the T-shirt and
members-only benefits, but | am so happy to be a part of
something that works toward connecting students, as well
as myself, to networking opportunities that will be beneficial
beyond obtaining an undergraduate degree.

Why is it important to be an active alumni member
at your alma mater? It is important to me to become

a member in order to stay connected to NSU and the
relationships that | have made here. To be an active alumni
member would also allow me to network even more and to
experience everything that Northeastern State has to offer
me.
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Darrell Sullenger ‘52, EAFl S8arse75 & ‘81, Kelly Baile ﬁa Bill John
Baker 72 holding their Alumni Association Honoree AWards.

IMPRINTS




News

Co-Chairs announced for NSU capital campaign

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker, top
optometrist Dr. Denise Roddy and business executive Gregg
Wadley will chair fundraising efforts for the university’s Preserve
our Past, ENSUre Our Future campaign which aims to raise
$20.925 million in campaign investments, by focusing on

four project areas: opportunities for students, strengthening

the faculty, new and revitalized facilities and enhancements in
athletics.

“As we began laying the foundation for NSU’s most ambitious
campaign in our sixteen decades of existence, we looked for
campaign co-chairs who had a passion for NSU and understood
our students’ needs and dreams,” said NSU President Steve
Turner. “In fact, these three co-chairs were once NSU students
themselves, and now are inspirational and distinguished alumni
whose degrees made a difterence in their lives and beyond. Each
of them understands the value of private investment in higher
education, where a scholarship can break the cycle of poverty
and faculty development can lead to research breakthroughs.”

Bill John Baker

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker currently
serves as the 17th elected chief of the Cherokee Nation, the
largest Indian tribe in the United States. Baker spent 12 years
as a member of the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council and was
elected Principal Chief in October 2011.

Baker is a graduate of Tahlequah High School and Northeastern
State University, earning his bachelor’s degree in political
science and history, with minors in psychology and sociology.
He has been a small business owner in Tahlequah

for more than 40 years. As the son and grandson

of educators, his passion for education also led

him to complete the requirements for his teaching
certification. He was named an NSU Centurion in
2014 and an NSU Alumni Association Distinguished
Alumnus in 2015. Baker still resides in Tahlequah
with his wife, Sherry. They have been blessed with six
children and are the proud grandparents of 10.

Dr. Denise Roddy

Dr. Denise Roddy grew up in Gore, Oklahoma and
graduated from Webbers Falls High School. She
graduated with honors from Northeastern State
University College of Optometry in 1988. Roddy was
awarded the Bausch & Lomb Award for Excellence

in Academic Achievement in Contact Lenses and was
active in many student government roles, as well as

a member of the NSU President’s Leadership Class.
She has served as NSU Alumni Association President
and since 2012 has been on the NSU Foundation
Board of Directors. Roddy was named Oklahoma
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Optometrist of the year in 2012 by the Oklahoma Association of
Optometric Physicians for outstanding service to the profession

and her patients. She resides in Bixby and is the proud parent of
two young adults.

Gregg Wadley

Gregg Wadley graduated from Northeastern State University in
1969 with a bachelor of science in math and physics. He was a
programmer, systems engineer and technology manager in the
oil industry until 1989 when he founded DataCom Sciences
Inc. The company grew from a startup to 600 employees
operating in 22 states. Wadley’s company was recognized by
Inc. magazine as the 54th fastest growing company in America
in 1998 and by the Small Business Administration as the
outstanding minority enterprise in 2000. He sold the company
to the Chickasaw Nation in 2003 and served as President and
CEO until 2009. Wadley serves as Vice Chairman of the Native
American Cultural Authority, Chairman of the American Indian
Museum and Cultural Center Foundation, and was the first
president and cofounder of the Oklahoma City Chapter of

the American Indian Chamber of Commerce. He has been a
member of the Allied Arts board of directors. Wadley and his
wife, Dr. Susan E. “Betsy” Brackett, reside in Oklahoma City.
He has one son and one granddaughter. Wadley is a trustee for
the Northeastern State University Foundation and was honored
by the NSU Alumni Association as a Distinguished Alumnus in
2004. He was named an NSU Centurion in 2012.




News

The $5.5 million RiverHawks Wellness Center is now open.
Oct. 20 began a “soft opening” period for students, faculty
and community members who have current memberships.

A community grand opening celebration is in the planning
stages. The complex is nearly double in size providing much-
needed space for the NSU Student Health Center and the
College of Education’s department of Health and Kinesiology.

The center offers an inviting and welcoming environment
with an indoor track, two full-sized basketball courts, spacious
open areas for weight and cardio training, large multipurpose
group fitness rooms, accommodating locker rooms and
showers. The refurbishment of the pool facility is expected to
be complete in early 2016.

New student housing pays tribute to first woman

physician in Indian Territory

Current Northeastern State University students made their mark
on the university’s history in September, when they voted to
name the new student housing building after Isabel “Belle” Cobb,
M.D. An alumna of the Cherokee National Female Seminary,
Cobb is the second woman to have a building named after her on
the Tahlequah campus, joining Wilson Hall, which was named
after Florence Wilson, an administrator at the Female Seminary.

Students had the opportunity to choose among four names:

Francis Baker, John Hackler Gideon Morgan and Cobb. This

shortlist was researched and compiled with the assistance of NSU

Archives and conversations with individuals who had extensive

knowledge about the history of the National Female Seminary
and Northeastern.

Cobb was born in 1858
near Morgantown,
Tennessee and her
family moved to
land that would later
become Wagoner,
Oklahoma in the
spring of 1870. In
1879, she graduated
from the Cherokee
National Female
Seminary, then
located in Park Hill,
Oklahoma.

After continuing her
education in Ohio, she
returned to the Female
Seminary as a teacher

in 1882 and witnessed the accidental burning of the building on
Easter Sunday, 1887. Following the devastating Seminary fire,
Cobb enrolled at the Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania.
She interned at a children’s hospital in Staten Island, New York,
then moved back to her parent’s farm near Wagoner in 1893 to
begin her medical practice.

Cobb often performed surgeries at her patients” homes because
there were no hospitals in the vicinity. Her medical practice
continued until she died in 1947. “Dr. Belle” is recognized as the
first woman physician in Indian Territory:.

The Isabel Cobb building is set to be completed and open to
students by fall 2016.
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News

Northeastern receives state award for undergraduate research

Northeastern State
University was
honored with the
2015 Spotlight Award
for undergraduate
research during

the Sixth Annual
Promoting
Undergraduate
Research workshop
and conference held
in September.

Sponsored by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
Education (OSRHE), the award recognizes NSU among the
state’s universities and colleges for its excellence in promoting
current and future undergraduate research endeavors.

These endeavors include immersive learning, extramural grants
and funding support and individual student curiosity regarding
some of society’s most pressing issues, which can only be
satisfied through various research methodologies, from surveys
to bench science.

Among successful undergraduate research activities promoted
by Northeastern is the annual NSU Undergraduate

Research Day. This event has seen more than 300 posters

and talks delivered by over 400 undergraduates, sponsored by

Campus security upgraded
with 911Shield

Northeastern State
University ushered in

a new era of campus
security allowing students,
faculty and staft to connect
with campus police in a
matter of seconds. The
“911Shield” application, available via free

approximately 55 faculty mentors.

NSU has also participated in Oklahoma Research Day since its
inception, hosting it four times, including this academic year.
During Oklahoma Research Day, NSU has been responsible
for an average 75-100 posters involving, almost exclusively,
undergraduate research. NSU also sends a delegate each year to
Research Day at the state capitol.

Numerous grant-supported undergraduate research
undertakings have occurred over the years at NSU, including
IDeA Network for Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE),
summer academies and grants from the National Science
Foundation (NSF), the US Department of Education and other
state and national entities.

In addition to extramurally funded research, a majority of
NSU’s undergraduate programs in the natural and social
sciences contain programmatic research laboratories which
involve undergraduate research.

Over the 2015-2016 academic year, two new emphases were
enacted. The first is an overall enhanced prominence of
undergraduate, graduate and faculty research and scholarly
productivity. The second is NSU President Steve Turner’s
emphasis on immersive learning and the potential of planning
an institute in this area which would involve intensive
undergraduate research programs.

NSU listed in Mosaic Top 25

Northeastern State University was honored
for the third year in a row; for its efforts to
promote inclusion and diversity by Mosaic,
the Tulsa Regional Chamber’s diversity
business council. Mosaic named NSU as one
of the top 25 organizations with an inclusive
workplace culture in the region. The forum
was held at The Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa,
OkKla. in late October. Dr. Eloy A. Chavez,

Dean of the College of Extended Learning, accepted the award on behalf of the
university.

download to iPhones and Android phones,
will provide the campus community the

ability to be connected at all times, regardless
of location, on or off all three campuses. The
diverse functionality of the software, which was
created by 911Cellular Technologies, allows for
a broader interface and flow of information.
Campus police can warn students in the event
of severe weather with instructions for safety
procedures, and users can send messages or
alerts to a 24-hour dispatcher located on the
Tahlequah campus.

“Northeastern State University works to promote best practices of
inclusiveness through each aspect of our mission to be the change,” Chavez
explained. “From programming and outreach efforts to day-to-day activities—
this award is a true testament to NSU’s commitment to support and practice
diversity and inclusion on our campuses.”

Businesses receiving the award have gone above and beyond to support
diversity. The most inclusive workplace environments were selected based on
recipients’ survey responses to five key factors: CEO commitment, supplier
diversity, internal policies, diverse people and public outreach and awareness.
According to www.tulsamosaic.com, Mosaic was developed by the Tulsa

Chamber to educate, lead and influence area businesses to create a successful
environment for diversity and inclusion.
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NSU, Oklahoma Historical Society

commemorate 150th Anniversary
of Civil War's end

Recently discovered documents
show the American Civil War
ofticially ended 150 years ago—in
Indian Territory, now Oklahoma.
An original signed copy, known as
the “Watie Treaty,” is currently in
Northeastern State University’s
Archives and is considered to

be one of three known copies

of the last treaty signed by the

last Confederate general during
the Civil War. Officials from
NSU, Oklahoma Historical
Society, Cherokee Nation

and the Helmerich Center

for American Research at the
Gilcrease Museum gathered at the Oklahoma History Center

on June 23 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the end of the
Civil War and to view facsimiles of several documents, including

a three-page original signed copy of the treaty. On June 23, 1865,
General Stand Watie, a member of the Cherokee Nation and
Brigadier general of the First Indian Brigade of the Army of the
Trans-Mississippi, surrendered to Union forces at Doaksville in the
Choctaw Nation, near the Texas border. The 150th anniversary of its
signing was June 23, 2015. For more information, visit
https://www.nsuok.edu/heritage/Watie Treaty.aspx.

Special Education offers new minor

Northeastern State University’s department of Special Education
is now offering a minor in American Sign Language (ASL). The
minor is available to all students regardless of their major and in a
traditional classroom setting on the Tahlequah campus. The ASL
minor consists of 18 credit hours, broken up into six courses: ASL
I, ASL II, ASL III, ASL IV, Deaf Culture and Community/Career
Seminar in ASL Studies. Each of the ASL courses is a prerequisite
for the next; however, Deat Culture and Community/Career
Seminar in ASL Studies can be taken concurrently with ASL IV.

Northeastern students,
faculty win OSTCA awards

Northeastern State University-Broken Arrow hosted

the annual Oklahoma Speech Theatre Communication
Association conference held Sept. 12. Planned by NSU’s
own, Dr. Kristopher Copeland, the conference focused
on the theme, “Faces of Activism.” Dr. Amy Aldridge
Sanford, an NSU alumna and department chair at

Texas A&M Corpus Christi, served as the guest speaker.
She recently published a study about activism in the
classroom focusing on how to get students involved.

Although much of the conference is geared toward
educating participants, those in attendance, from ecight
colleges and 10 high schools, also have the opportunity
to show oft projects and research they’ve been
working on and to submit the projects for awards. The
conference gives out two high school awards and six
college awards.

Several NSU faculty were recognized for their great
work at this year’s event. Julia Carlo, an advisor for

the College of Liberal Arts at NSU, won the award for
Top Student Paper for her rhetorical analysis from a
Communication Ethics course. Her paper was selected
out of a pool of eight.

Christopher Miller, assistant professor of theatre at
NSU, was awarded the Ruth Arrington Outstanding
Theatre Educator Award after being nominated by his
peers. After his recognition at this year’s conference,
all three Theatre professors at NSU have now won the
award.

The award of Outstanding Young Communication
Educator went to Sydney Yueh, assistant professor and
graduate coordinator of communication studies at NSU.
This award is given to an educator in his or her first five
years, who demonstrates excellence in the classroom.

This year’s conference consisted of panel discussions,
speakers, monologue workshops, a public relations
competition, where journalism students partnered with
non-profit organizations and were given the task as
serving as consultants and various other presentations.

NSU Dean joins ACHE board of directors

Dr. Tim McElroy, dean of the Northeastern State University-
Muskogee campus, was elected to the board of directors at
the Association for Continuing Higher Education (ACHE).
McElroy, along with two others, was chosen to serve a
three-year term from a field of nine national candidates. He
assumed his new role at the ACHE international conference
in November. He has served as dean at the Muskogee campus
since June 1, 1999 and became involved with ACHE in 2007

while directing the statewide Reach Higher degree completion
program. Reach Higher is a consortium of nine regional
universities and 14 community colleges throughout Oklahoma.
McElroy’s ACHE involvement includes serving as both chair-
elect and chair of the Great Plains Region and as a member

of the planning committee for international conferences in
Albuquerque, Las Vegas and St. Louis.
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Students join Severinsen for performance

Doc Severinsen, who led the Tonight
Show orchestra for years, performed
Oct. 22 as part of the NSU Sequoyah
Institute Performing Arts Series.
Severinsen joined forces with the
NSU Jazz Band, under the direction
of Dr. Clark Gibson, to put on a
power-packed performance which
included works from Ellington and
Basie standards, pop, jazz, ballads and
big band classics.

Accreditation earned for three counseling degrees

In July 2015, Northeastern State University became the first
university in the state of Oklahoma to gain accreditation in
three specific counseling degree programs by the Council for
Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
(CACREP).

Clinical Mental Health Counseling, School Counseling and
Addiction Counseling, run by the Department of Psychology
and Counseling within the College of Education, were
accredited for a two-year period.

Dr. Kenny Paris, chair and professor in the psychology
and counseling department, said he was thrilled about the
distinction that this level of accreditation brought to the
university.

“This designation reflects that our students receive the highest
levels of education and training and signifies that our program
exceeds national standards.”

Lights On. The annual lighting of Seminary Hall drew a

festive crowd on Dec. 1. The popular event brings the NSU and
Tahleguah communities together on campus to jumpstart the
holiday season. This year marked the 23rd celebration of Lights
On as the university officially decorates and lights up historic
Seminary Hall for the holiday season.
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He praised the many faculty members who played a role in
helping the department elevate its status, but said it was all
for the students, who would benefit immensely from the
accreditation.

“Our students will now be able to pursue career opportunities
with the U.S. Department of Veteran Aftfairs and TRICARE,
as both of these federal entities require counselors to have
graduated from a CACREP program.”

According to Paris, research showed students who graduated
from CACREP programs performed better on the National
Counselor Examination for Licensure and Certification (NCE).
Another major perk to NSU students graduating from a
CACREDP accredited program is eligibility for licensure outside
of Oklahoma.

Passing the crown.
The reigning Miss

NSU, Katie Beasley,
crowns Heather Ballew
with the Miss NSU
2016 title. A Cellular
Biology major, Ballew
hopes to continue

her studies in the

field of dermatology
upon graduation. Her
platform is Elementary
Literacy Education.




News

Career Services offers career exploration course

Deciding on a major is sometimes the hardest decision that a
student must make during their college career. Opportunities
for career exploration allow students to get a feel for real-

world experiences in a particular job field. This essential career
exploration is precisely the aim of a new course being offered to
NSU students. Students can expect lots of hands-on, immersive

Strong named to Education
Advisory Committee

The Digital Public Library of America recently selected Dr.
Melissa Strong as a member of their Education Advisory
Committee. An associate professor of English at Northeastern
State University and the only English faculty member on the
committee, Strong will help lead efforts to inform schools across
the nation of the millions of digital resources available to them.

Strong’s primary duties will include building and reviewing
curated collections of primary sources and companion classroom
guides with discussions, question and activities for students and
teachers. Through her appointment to the EAC, Strong hopes

to continue to develop nationally recognized techniques for
teaching effectively in the 21st century classroom.

The DPLA is an organization that currently offers free digital
access to millions of items from America’s libraries, museums
and archives containing the full breadth of human expression
with the goal of providing instantaneous information at the click
of a mouse.

Oklahoma Arts Council selects

Thompson for task force

Dr. Anita Thompson, assistant dean of the College of Liberal
Arts at Northeastern State University was asked to serve on a
task force for the Special Policy Pilot Program with Americans
for the Arts.

Oklahoma was selected as one of only 10 states to participate in
the three-year pilot program, which aims to strengthen the focus
and attention being put on arts education. The program hopes
to accomplish this goal through advancing state policy, and will
include customized coaching through Americans for the Arts.

The Oklahoma Arts Council decided upon the task force, which
is comprised of 26 individuals who are seen as statewide leaders
in education and the arts. Thompson was selected based on

her unique expertise and experience as the director of NSU’s
Sequoyah Institute. She holds a doctorate in public policy with
an emphasis in community development and is a graduate of the
OAC’s Leadership Arts Program.

activities. For many, the multitude of self-assessment surveys that
make up a portion of class homework will hopetully lead to the
discovery of a career path. Through the course, students will also
be given an interviewing assignment of a professional in their
career choice.

Symposium on the American
Indian slated for April 11-16

The Symposium on
the American Indian
at Northeastern State
University returns
April 11-16, 2016.
Now in its 44th
year, the symposium
features lectures,
films, presentations
and cultural
activities. The 2016
theme “Indigenous
Movement:
Empowering
Generations

for Progressive
Revitalization” was
selected to focus on
regenerating and
maintaining traditions
in the face of change.

Confirmed guest
speakers for the 2016
event include Tanaya
Winder, Chase Iron
Eyes J.D., Dallas
Goldtooth and Suzan
Shown-Harjo.

In 2016, traditional
singing will replace

the usual Powwow.
The event will be

free and open to the
public. Individuals are
encouraged to share or
sing traditional songs
(in any format) in their
native language.

For more information and to view a tentative schedule, visit
www.nsuok.edu/symposium.
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NSU robotics academy empowers

Haitian teachers, students

here's a new generation of tech-savvy girls being

inspired in Haiti thanks to Northeastern State

University's award-winning robotics program. This
fall, Haitian teachers and their female charges had the
opportunity to learn from NSU professors Dr. Allyson
Watson, Barbara Fuller and educators from Canada's
Wilfred Laurier University.

In less than 48 hours, Fuller, NSU director of the
Robotics Academy of Critical Engagement (RACE), trained
24 teachers from Regina Assumpta College in the hopes
of establishing an all-girl robotics summer camp next July.

"It was a chance to introduce them (teachers and
students) to something that would change the way they
think, teach and learn. It was a chance to empower them
to do something in Haiti, for Haiti,” Fuller said.

Watson, endowed chair for Urban Education, Outreach
and Research at NSU, had previously visited the school
located in Cap-Haitien. Laurier has been working in
northern Haiti for about five years and established a
partnership with the Ministry of National Education to
develop elementary and secondary school education in
the region.

Invited to particpate again by her northern colleagues,
Watson was determined to deliver something substantive,
something that would spark their creativity, critical
thinking and introduce them to Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). NSU's robotics
program was the perfect fit.

Fuller was immediately on board and approached the
Robotics Education and Competition Foundation (REC)
for assistance. REC donated four robotics kits and Watson
was able to offset NSU travel expenses through the
endowed chair budget. With the necessary resources in
place, Watson and Fuller headed to Haiti over fall break.

Girl Power. As young girls grapple with low self-esteem,
self-worth and finding where they fit in society, Fuller said
it was incredible to go to a country where girls have not
always been valued and to help them overcome obstacles
to their success.

"It's always special when it's girls. It is because women
have always struggled for equality, and | don't think it
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really matters if it's the United States or Haiti.”

Watson was moved by the change in the teachers and
students--both were excited at the opportunity to build
robots. The girls had never worked with a robot or seen
one, but by the end, they had put together a working robot
from a box with a whole bunch of parts.

“They competed in mini-competitions and friendly
games, and at the end they were saying ‘We want more.
How can we program it, how do you get it to do it on its
own?'" Watson recalled.

Pierre-Etienne Lynn Woodgina, a 16-year-old student at
Regina Assumpta, was one of three students being trained
alongside her teachers.

"| felt so confident because when | first saw the robot
picture I thought it would be impossible to build such a
complicated thing as that,” Woodgina said.

She credited her team's good communication and
collaboration.

“Nobody told us what to do, we were just following the
instructions from the book. | felt so proud of myself and
we all did a great job."”

Teachers were receptive to training as well, Fuller said,
embracing the chance to improve on teaching methods
and learn a new skill.

Opening Doors. The exposure to robotics and STEM has
the girls and their teachers rethinking their opportunities
and value to society. Woodgina, who also studies
mathematics, English, physics, chemistry, biology, history
and geology is now certain of her career path.

“My sense of creation has been awoken, my critical
sense also,” she said. “I would like to be an engineer.”

Another student told Watson she always wanted to be
a computer engineer, having learned theories in classes,
but the robotics training taught her how to apply what she
learned. "They know there is more to aspire to in life,” said
Watson.

This wave of motivation and self-realization was an
awakening for Watson, as Woodgina and her friends
changed how they saw themselves and what they could
become.

“To show them they are much more than their physical
appearance; you are deep thinkers, you are world
changers, you can change your country, but it comes
through an education. And then to go back and they
actually got to do that,” Watson said. "It just shows
that when you really believe in something and you can
implement it in a school, it can turn into a reality.”

Because of their immersion in robotics, Fuller said
the girls now have the chance to enter the field of
programming and coding, as well.

“These girls did not know that that existed. They knew
there was a way to make things happen but they were not
familiar with the idea they could actually do that. So | think
that is one of the biggest benefits to them, especially if
they are going to improve their country. Those are skills
they are going to need.”

NSU's robotics has left an indelible impression on
Regina Assumpta, and Watson envisions them becoming a
pioneer in robotics in the country.

“Five years from now, | believe they will be the lead in
the country for robotics. | believe they are going to be
internationally recognized for putting a robotics program
in their school curriculum and | believe they are going to
lead others across
the country in the
process,” she said
with certainty.

Watson and Fuller
plan to returnin
August 2016. Joined
by NSU students,
the team will help
Laurier launch a
leadership institute,
continue training
teachers in the
STEM fields and
assist with a
robotics summer
camp.

Note: Regina Assumpta College has received an invitation to
participate in the 2016 VEX Worlds, a gathering of top robotics teams
from around the world to celebrate their accomplishments and compete
against each other.

The all-girl, Haitian college will be the first represented team from
Haiti at the world championship in April in Louisville, Kentucky next year.
REC granted initial robots and learning material, while Laurier gave
laptops to help with programming, providing the college with everything
it takes to have their own STEM lab.
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Sil Jonn

Saker

Bill John Baker was born in Tahlequah in 1952
and never left. The Principal Chief of the Cherokee
Nation, Baker said he wouldn’t have it any other
way. The town has been home to his family for
four generations and is the only place he believes he
could have found success and fulfillment.

“This is where my roots are; they run extremely
deep. Both my brothers made their living right here.
My parents stayed here. My grandparents stayed
here. We just believe it’s where God meant us to be.”

Baker has spent decades building several lucrative
businesses, becoming a leader in the community and
giving back to Northeastern State University.

He was familiar with the campus long before
he enrolled. Baker’s parents and grandparents
graduated from the institution. His parents knew
their alma mater would provide an affordable,
quality education and made sure the family lived
close enough to send their children to school there.
The Baker farm was a stone’s throw away from
campus.

Baker grew up romping in the rubble of the
yet-to-be constructed University Center and
playing flag football on Gable Field. There was
not a professor he did not know and his father
ran the scoreboard during football games. It was
a great time growing up in Tahlequah and on the
Northeastern campus. NSU was in his blood.

Baker enrolled in the summer of 1969 when he
was 17 years old. He studied political science and
history, served in student government and joined
the Phi Lambda Chi fraternity.

“I was extremely blessed to be on the student
senate. It was probably the one group that was more
politically minded, motivated and involved. It was a
really good group to fall in with and it’s made for a
lifetime of associations.”

A motivated student, Baker accelerated his
graduation with a constant pull toward work and
entreprencurship. According to him, he could not
wait to get out and do something.
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Distinguished Alumnus

Graduation came in 1972, and by then Baker
owned and operated a mobile home sales lot and
started a profitable family furniture business
downtown. He continued to develop his
hometown interests by building a motor lodge and
condominiums.

As Baker’s aspirations grew, so did his involvment
witin the community. In 2011, he was elected to
be the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, a
position he still holds today.

Under his leadership, the Nation’s housing
program was revitalized and health care and
employment for Cherokee citizens were vastly
improved.

“I’ve been able to stay here in Tahlequah, watch
the Cherokee Nation start out with a $2 million
budget, and today we’ve got a $1.55 billion economic
impact on northeastern Oklahoma,” he said.

For Baker, the role he has played is his crowning
achievement so far.

“There is nothing I could be more proud of than
being chief of the Cherokee Nation. I've had a
blessed life. I've been able to do so many things
from right here in Tahlequah, Oklahoma that
I think will leave a legacy for my children and
grandchildren.”

Baker admires the longstanding relationship his
alma mater has had with the Cherokee Nation.

“You cannot untangle NSU from the Cherokee
Nation. They are the keeper of Seminary Hall,
which is a national treasure and monument for the

Cherokee people.

“I am so proud of Northeastern, because not only
did they educate me and all of my family, but they
have literally educated thousands of other Cherokee
families over the history of this university. I don’t
see the association and the partnership of the
Cherokee Nation and NSU is waning any time
soon.”
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“I have so many fond memories of
the university and university life,
I don’t know if I could put it down
to just one.”
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Darrell sullenger

Darrell Sullenger may have graduated more than
six decades ago from Northeastern State University,
but his connection to his alma mater remains
unbroken.

When Sullenger finished high school at Keystone,
Oklahoma, he and three friends hitched a ride to
Tahlequah to enroll at Northeastern State College.
An NSU alumna was in the driver’s seat. The year
was 1948.

“I was barely 17 years old and from a town of 400.
So, NSU was perfect. I was coming to a big place.
There were 1,000 students enrolled, 200 in my class.
That was a big deal for me.”

At NSU, Sullenger studied Business
Administration, joined a fraternity and enjoyed
meeting new people in a place that felt like home.
Sullenger’s roommate, a returning veteran, taught
the younger student how to make a bed and clean up
after himself, while friends like Fred Gardner and
others kept Sullenger entertained with treks around
town and gatherings at the river.

Gardner, a fellow Redmen, introduced himself to
Sullenger while standing in line at orientation. The
pair have been best friends ever since and still talk
each week.

When Sullenger graduated in 1952, he went
directly into the army and was stationed in Georgia
where he served for two years.

“An education was already important,” he said,
“but several years after the war was over, it was
really important.”

After his service, Sullenger moved to Dallas to
work for Sinclair and Atlantic Richfield. He retired
in 1990, at age 59, and moved back to Tulsa.

With his mind set on making contact with his
former NSU colleagues, Sullenger decided to reach
out to alumni across the country to re-establish old
friendships and make new ones. He co-founded the
Fast Forties Alumni Group in 2001. What started as
a small lunch with a handful of alumni, grew into
a dinner two years later with over 70 people and
nearly 100 soon after that.
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Distinguished Alumnus

“It was really good. I was really glad to see it. We
had not seen each other in a long time, for the most
part. And surprisingly, after 40 years, some of us
had changed,” he said.

Since then, Sullenger’s involvement with NSU
steadily deepened. He became a trustee with the
NSU Foundation Board, is an active member with
the Athletic Association and serves on the executive
committee and was inducted into the NSU Athletics
Hall of Fame in 2005.

While he is proud of his association with NSU
and the contributions he has made over the past 25
years as an active alumnus, Sullenger’s generosity
has directly touched the lives of students also.

In 1992, he and his late wife Sandra Sullenger,
created the Darrell and Sandra Sullenger
Scholarship to help students who were “academically
worthy, but economically burdened.” About 50
students have benefited from this scholarship to
date.

“When I started school here, it really didn’t cost
an awful lot, but it costs an awful lot today. And
so, my being able to help in that way, is my main
thing,” Sullenger said.

As Sullenger describes his day-to-day life
as a retiree, what matters most to him are his
friendships, service to NSU and his bricks. Yes,
bricks.

A product from streets, towns or railroad
crossings, the bricks feature embedded or raised
writing denoting their location or origin. Over the
years Sullenger has collected about 250 of these
antique bricks and is hoping to one day come across
an original brick stamped “Tahlequah.”

When he is not with friends, Sullenger is rooting
for the RiverHawks at football games and keeping
the road to Northeastern and Tahlequah in full
view.
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<elly Baley

Dr. Kelly Bailey is a confident woman who
knows what she wants out of life and how to go
about getting it. As the CEO of Sweet Adelines
International, Bailey uses her position as a leader
to inspire and motivate young women. With a
doctorate in occupation and adult education and
experience in higher education as a vice president
and an instructor in social science, Bailey is a far
cry from the shy, high school graduate she was in
1993.

Born in McAlester, Oklahoma, Bailey was an
only child in a close-knit family and rarely ventured
beyond the city limits. Everything changed when
she enrolled at Northeastern State University.

“It seemed like NSU was the perfect fit for me,
as far as size and scope. When I went to visit the
university and got to walk the beautiful campus and

meet some of the people, it really felt right to me,”
she said.

Bailey described her time at NSU as “magical.”
It was her first real taste of independence and she
never felt more at home. Bailey noted she never
had to join a club or sorority to fit in at school,
something she thought made NSU even more
special.

While majoring in human resource development,
Bailey met Dr. Carolyn Hawley.

“I remember walking into her class the first time.
She just exuded this energy about her,” Bailey said.
“She really got to know her students and that was
confirmation to me that I was in the right place
because I was actually working with a professor
who wanted to get to know me as an individual.”

Hawley’s teaching style and commitment to her
students left an unforgettable impression on Bailey
regarding how a woman should lead others—by
genuinely caring.

“I think that really had an impact on me as a
person and helped me develop into the kind of
educator I wanted to be,” Bailey said.
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Outstanding Young Alumna

A highly respected, independent, non-profit
organization of women singers, Sweet Adelines
International was established in 1945. It is
committed to enhancing the musical art form of
barbershop harmony and empowering women
through education, competition and performance.

Its base is in Tulsa with Bailey at the helm, as
she effortlessly interfaces with women all across
the world, creating educational programs that help
foster leadership skills.

“I really get the chance to develop education and
programs that change the lives of women all over
the world. I’'m enthusiastic about it because I love
it,” Bailey said.

She takes her role as CEO seriously, putting her
heart into serving others.

“I think leadership is such a privilege, it’s not just
a profession. I am always one who says we are only
as good as the people we work alongside. And it
goes back to that very thing--that you need to care
about the people who work with you.”

Bailey’s success can be traced back to NSU, as she
credits the university for giving her the direction
she needed.

“My time at NSU really helped me grow and
develop into the kind of person I am today. It
taught me a lot about the power of education and
the inherent power of the individual to make a
difference.”

Bailey’s advice to NSU students is simple—take
advantage of the time and opportunities they have
on campus.

“You’re going to make some of the best memories
of your entire life. Get involved as much as you are
comfortable with. Find that group of friends who
are going to be your lifelong companions. And,
don’t be afraid to take some risks.”
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“I really like to look and see, how
can | make a difference now?
You know history is great, but it
only serves as the foundation for
where you can go.” -
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—ar Sears

Presidents’ Award for Community Senvice

State Representative Earl Sears has dedicated his
life’s work to serving the people of Oklahoma. Sears
spent more than three decades in the education
system as a teacher and principal, transitioning
into politics when he decided it was time to
make a difference in another capacity, as the state
representative of District 11.

The Bartlesville-born legislator with a “service
heart” traces back his life’s work to Northeastern
State University where he was inspired and shaped
to be who he is today.

“NSU had a significant impact in my life. I can’t
say a particular day or building or moment was the
capstone of molding me, but there’s no question. I
tell people all the time, you could not stack gold in
front of me for me to give up the four years I spent
at Northeastern.”

A hometown boy who never traveled far, Sears
eagerly followed in his big brother Joe’s footsteps
and became an NSU student.

“My brother and I were the first two graduates to
receive a college education in our family. He would
come home and tell me about Northeastern. We
were very close so, I followed him. It’s a decision I
never regretted.”

Sears enrolled in 1972 and flourished. He
immersed himself in campus life, built strong
friendships with his Logan Hall roommates and
opened his eyes to the college experience.

“It literally broadened my world. New ideas,
theories, different people, different political
philosophies, other walks of life and cultures,
all came together at Northeastern and it was just
a wonderful experience. I wouldn’t trade it for
anything.”

Sears did his undergraduate in speech and drama,
then returned to study for a master’s in counseling,
which he received in 1981. Sears’ foray into the
Residency Hall Association eventually led to his
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involvement with student government. As the
student body president his senior year, it became
his mission to incorporate more fun activities on
campus, ones that would encourage students to get
involved, be a part of student life and want to stay
on campus on weekends.

“When I went to Northeastern it was just natural
to get involved in student government and when I
did that it just continued to blossom.”

After his first graduation from NSU in 1975,
Sears returned home to teach and eventually serve
as the principal at Central Middle School.

Sears felt it was imperative to instill in his
students a sense of responsibility to give back to
society. He served as an example, participating in
various community fundraisers, food drives and
other initiatives.

He also helped with numerous bond proposals and
ran for city council, where he served for four years.

“I knew one day I would run for public office.
And I did. I'm now finishing my tenth year in
public service.”

Sears was clected as the state representative for
District 11 in 2007, driven to run because of his
stance on education issues.

“I was very frustrated with the legislature with
regard to the numerous mandates they were passing
and implementing in classrooms.”

Sears is pleased with his accomplishments to date,
from improving city streets and building a school to
being chair of the appropriations and budget joint
committee. And while his years in public office
have been rewarding, Sears’ proudest professional
achievements remain centered on his time in the
classroom.

“I’ve had a phenomenal career as a state
representative, but the trophy I want set on my
mantle is my 32 years in public education.”



| feel very comfortable that I have tried
to make Oklahoma and my community

a better place to live. All NSU students
need to do the same thing—whether they
choose to work with kindergarteners or
choose to run a corporation.”




Class Acts

Births
‘50s

Davee Lee Gruenberg, daughter of Brock and
Jordan Gruenberg, great granddaughter of
*Betty Gruenberg ‘54, was born on May 7,
2015.

‘00s

James Andrew, son of Craig and Sarah
(Cook) ‘01 Buchan, was born on July 31,
2015.

Caitlyn Cecelia Ledbetter, daughter of Wes
‘03 and Shannon Ledbetter, was born on July
12, 2015.

Makenna Leigh Adney, daughter of Chris ‘04
and ‘07 and Heather (Winkleman) ‘06 and
‘09 Adney, was born on August 10, 2015.

Sawyer David Shepherd, son of Brent ‘04 and
Rachel '05 Shepherd, was born on April 15,
2015.

Chance Swan, child of Harley Swan and
Amanda Welsh ‘04, was born on September
11, 2015.

Lucy Louise Highers, daughter of *Stephen
‘05 and *Cami (Hamilton) ‘05 Highers, was
born on April 16, 2015.

Tash Richard Sullivan, child of Jonathan and
Nikole (Lontz) ‘05 Sullivan, was born on
November 2, 2015.

Caleb Eller, son of *Ryan ‘06 and ‘08 and
*Kristin (King) ‘08 Eller, was born on
November 11, 2015.

Randon Ross Hutchins, son of Tyler and Kari
(McReynolds) ‘06 Hutchins, grandson of
Robin Hutchins, was born on September 23,
2015.

Charlotte Jewel Griffith, daughter of Joe and
*Bethany (Sheridan) ‘07 and ‘09 Griffith,
was born on July 1, 2015.

Lucy Mcelhany, daughter of John ‘07 and
Laura (Wilkie) ‘07 Mcelhany, was born on
June 15, 2015.

Bohannon Wooten, son of Kyle ‘07 and Robin
Wooten, was born on September 10, 2015.

Oliver Benjamin Arbaugh, son of Brant and
Whitney Renae (Rolph) ‘08 Arbaugh, was
born on April 14, 2015.

Aubrie Hall, daughter of Kevin and Megan
(Atchley) ‘08 Hall, was born on September
10, 2015.

Maddox Kai Henderson, son of Kyle ‘09 and
‘15 and Michelle Henderson, was born on
September 1, 2015.

“10s

Sawyer Kate Stapleton, daughter of Derek
and Chelcci (Mooneyham) “10 and 12
Stapleton, was born on June 18, 2015.

Pierce Anthony Vaughn, son of Bronson “10
and Clohe Vaughn, was born on September
4,2015.
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Perry Owen Brodrick and Brody Wade Brodrick,
sons of Jeff and Savannah (Hamilton) “11
Brodrick, were born on November 12, 2015.

Diesel James Villarreal, son of Roger and
Christine Villarreal, grandson of Tammy
Laakso 12, was born on April 1, 2015.

Kennedy Leigh Moyer, daughter of Ross “12
and Amy Moyer, was born on June 8, 2015.

Owen Taylor Stout, son of Daniel “12 and
Erielle (Buckmaster) “13 Stout, was born on
August 22, 2015.

Arden James Davis, son of Tyler 13 and
Megan (Gipson) “15 Davis, was born on
June 29, 2015.

Kaise Stieralt, son of Matthew Owens and
Sarah Stierwalt “13, was born on July 27,
2015.

Rylan Sheehan, daughter of Riley Sheehan and
Kelsey Novotnak ‘15, was born on March
25, 2015.

Memoriam

‘40s
Robbie Woodruff ‘42, of Martinsville,
Virginia, passed away on April 2, 2015.

*Doris Hinds ‘48, of Tahlequah, passed away
February 9, 2015.

‘50s
Charles D. Holland ‘50, of Bartlesville,
passed away August 28, 2015.

*Charles Galbraith 54, of Huntsville, Texas,
passed away on May 18, 2015.

J.T. Stites 55 and ‘61, of Sallisaw, passed
away October 6, 2015.

Ralph Eddie Walkingstick 57, of Hulbert,
passed away April 25, 2015.

Patricia Heaton ‘57, of Tahlequah, passed
away December 24, 2014.

Doyle Green, Sr. '58 and '62, of Tahlequah,
passed away August 31, 2015.

Glenda Nees 58, of Garfield, Arkansas,
passed away June 2, 2015.

Robert Lee Harris ‘58, of Overland Park,
Kansas, passed away April 28, 2015.

Jo Basler 59, of Bartlesville, passed away
September 24, 2015.

‘60s
Ramona (Peters) Allen ‘60 and ‘81, of
Wilburton, passed away August 21, 2015.

*Judy Cragar 60 and ‘64, of Tahlequah,
passed away September 3, 2015.

Donald Childers ‘61, of Gans, passed away
July 26, 2015.

Josephine Nesser Khoury ‘62, of Haskell,
passed away July 8, 2015.

Grover Harrison Wade ‘63 and ‘71, of
\Wagoner, passed away October 29, 2015.

Charles Clay “Charlie” Williams 64, of
Whiteshoro, Texas, passed away July 22,
2015.

Gordon Harmon ‘67, of Springfield, Missouri,
passed away July 13, 2014.

Bill Brown 67, of Fort Gibson, passed August
15, 2015.

Peary Paul Brackett ‘67, of Vian, passed
away Qctober 27, 2015.

Bonner Allred ‘68, of Tulsa, passed away
February 9, 2015.

*Carole Richmond ‘69, of Webb City,
Missouri, passed away July 10, 2015.

70s

Doug Paris ‘70, of Denver, Colorado, passed
away May 20, 2015.

*Catherine “Cathy” Jean Turner ‘75, of
Tahlequah, passed away September 2, 2015.

Rita Dodd 78 and ‘83, of Inola, passed away
May 22, 2015.

Carol Jane Lynn ‘78, of Shawnee, passed
away October 21, 2015.

‘80s
*Betty (Caldwell) Duncan ‘81 and 85, of
\Wagoner, passed away May 8, 2015.

Jennie Battles ‘82, of Tahlequah, passed
away April 12, 2015.

Johnny Richard “John” Sly ‘86, of
Tahlequah, passed away May 28, 2015.

Kyp Hardaway ‘86, of Broken Arrow, passed
away July 2, 2015.

Johnson Wolf Thorne ‘89, of Tulsa, passed
away November 1, 2015.

‘90s

Roger Dale Oxley ‘96 and ‘98, of
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, passed away
September 2, 2015.

‘00s
Melissa Kay Colbert "04, of \Wagoner,
passed away October 24, 2015.

Erin Dannelle Jones ‘06, of Haskell, passed
away May 31, 2015.

Sara Hale "09, of Vinita, passed away May
15, 2015.

"10s
Gage Coltrain 13, of Glenpool, passed away
March 20, 2015.

Milestones

‘60s
Dean Denton ‘68 was inducted into the 2015
Oklahoma Career Tech Education Hall of Fame.

Gary Parker ‘68 was appointed to the RUSO
Board of Regents.

‘10s

Perrie Weedon ‘74 and ‘87 retired from
Sallisaw Liberty Elementary after teaching for
41 years.

Jim Ellis ‘75 is the Managing Editor for the
Miami News-Record.

Elizabeth Hanley ‘76 and "95 retired from
the Muskogee Public Library after 45 years in
public and school libraries.

Jacki Adair-Smith 78 is an Administrative
Assistant in Auxiliary Services at NSU.

‘80s
*David Clem ‘80 is a real estate agent with
Cochran and Assaciates in Tahlequah, OK.

Steve Cypert 82 and "93 won Best Animated
Film of Florida Supercon’s Super Geek Film
Festival.

Denny Prince "84 is the Director of
Operations at Mid-America Technology Center.

David McKenzie ‘84 and ‘85 was named
Counsel with the firm Mulinix, Edwards, Rosell
and Goerke, PLLC.

Patrick Gwin ‘86 was named 2015 American
Indian Science and Engineering Society's
Professional of the Year.

Vol Woods ‘87 is the Superintendent at Keys
Public Schools.

Paula Haueter ‘88 was named a “Rising
Star” teacher during the 2016 Teacher of the
Year announcements.

Ben Davis ‘89 is now Manager of Financial
Systems and reporting at GDH Consulting.

‘90s

Mark Vance ‘91 and 10 is the Manager
of the Johnson O'Malley program for the
Cherokee Nation.

Ralph Milam ‘91 and ‘04 is an IT Support
Tech for NSU.

Jack Reavis ‘92 and “12 was named a finalist
in the 2016 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year.

Ladena (Burgess) Eads "92 is the Principal at
George Junior High School.

Mike Carter ‘92 was named Chief of Police
for the City of Sand Springs.

Paul Lane "93 is a Sales Representative with
Apothecary Shoppe.

*Dr. Laura Boren ‘94 was named Vice
President of Student Life at Tarleton State
University.



Class Acts

Laronna Hurt 94 and “15, a Catalayah
Elementary 1st grade teacher, was named
Claremore District Teacher of the Year.

Amy Fichtner ‘96 is the new Assistant
Superintendent for Owasso Public Schools.

Jennifer (Henry) Lytle ‘97 is a teacher at
Mannford Public School.

Erica (Crane) Hering "98 of Ralph's Packing
Company in Perkins, OK, was elected

President of the American Association of Meat
Processors; the 1st female to hold this position.

Marilyn Oliver ‘98 and ‘07 is the new
Principal at Vian Middle School.

*Dr. Anita Thompson ‘99 and ‘01 was
selected to serve on a task force for the
Special Policy Pilot Program with Americans
for the Arts.

Dr. Stacey Rockett "99 is the new
optometrist at the Brixton Eye Clinic.

‘00s
Matt Pack ‘05 and “10 is now Director of
Pricing and Profitability at Airgas.

Kevin Christian ‘06 is now Manager at
Zaxby's.

David Deets ‘00 is the new strength coach for
Mississippi State University.

Merredith Newman ‘00 is the Biomedical
Instructor for the Kiamichi Technology Center
in McAlester.

Susan Harris ‘00 is the recipient of the Tulsa
Community College Foundation 2015 Vision in
Education Leadership Award.

Cory Slagle ‘01 is the Principal of Tahlequah
High School.

Diania Hopkins ‘01 was named Jazz Band
Director of the Year for the State of Oklahoma.

Dr. Travis Moffatt ‘01 was elected to
Magnolia ISD School Board.

Jennifer Thomure ‘01 was named Vice
President, Deputy Chief Compliance Officer at
RCB Bank.

*Maci (Hamilton) Jessie ‘01 opened her
own law practice, Hamilton-Jessie Law, in
Andalusia, Alabama.

Sarah (Cook) Buchan ‘01 was named Top
25 Women Lawyers in Oklahoma by Super
Lawyers Magazine.

*Amber Fite-Morgan "02 was named
University Attorney for Northern Alabama
University.

Beau Simmons ‘02 is the managing editor of
the Stillwater News Press.

*Sarah Vann ‘02 received the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science in Teaching.

Angela Amos ‘03 participated in Miami
University's Earth Expeditions global field
course in Hawaii.

Charity Gow ‘03 is now MSA at US
Department of Veteran Affairs.

Janelle Adair ‘03 is now Interpretive Guide at
Cherokee Nation Entertainment.

Joanna Golunska Purcell ‘03, ‘05 and ‘09
was awarded the Walter Richard West award
from Bacone College.

Andrea Martin ‘04 is the shelter manager for
the City of Sedalia, Missouri Animal Shelter.

*Seth Watkins ‘04 is the Planner/Scheduler
for Arrow Engine Co.

Travis Mayfield ‘04 was named principal at
Wilson Central High School.

Darren McCaslin ‘05 is a Staff Auditor for
ConocoPhillips.

Wendy Zuege ‘05 is Branch Manager at Tulsa
Teachers Credit Union.

Donna Boles ‘06, the Principal at Perkins-
Tryon Intermediate School, was selected as
Administrator of the Year by the Oklahoma

Association of Elementary Schools.

*Rachel Whitaker ‘06 and ‘09 is a Research
Library Assistant for the Shiloh Museum.

Kendra Deaton ‘07 is at Philips 66.

Martin Madewell ‘07 and “10 was named
one of Oklahoma iON's 30 Under 30.

*Kristy (Huffman) Fletcher ‘08 and ‘13 is the
Program Manager for Cherokee Nation 3S.

Ransone Rose ‘08 is the Transmission Project
Manager at MacLean Power Systems.

Tonya (Flock) Massey ‘08 and “10 is
Controller at NSU.

Chris Schroeder "09 is with the Bank of
Oklahoma.

Colby Robertson ‘09 is an Attorney for
Riseling and Rhodes, PC.

Evan Linde ‘09 is a Research Cyber
Infastructure Analyst with OSU.

Ben Rovenstine ‘09 and “12 was named
assistant coach for Rogers State basketball.

Brandy Reaves ‘09 was named Middle
School Teacher of the Year for Sallisaw Public
Schools.

“10s

Brad Jones “10 is the Director of
Maintenance and Transportation for Tahlequah
Public Schools.

Lindsey Swagerty 10 was named the
director of the Education Renewal Zone in the
College of Education and Health Professions at
the University of Arkansas.

Elaina Ross “11 and 15 is a Graduate
Research Assistant for the University of
Kansas.

Heather Manchester “11 is an advanced
practice Nurse at Cardiology Center at Sparks.

Logan Cawyer “11 and “14 is the newest
member of the Miami High School Football
Staff.

Taryn Calico "11 was named one of
Oklahoma iON's 30 Under 30.

Carolyn (Colvin) Becker “12 is now
Chief Financial Officer at Becker's Home
Improvement.

Parker Rogers “12 is now Safety Manager
at Valmont.

Anthony McKenzie “13 is now EH&S
Specialist at Flex-N-Gate.

Corey Combs “13 is a police officer for
Arkansas City Police Department.

Dr. Casey Dillard “13 and “15 is an
Optometrist for Kevin Dang and Associates.

Ellen Strope “13 is a 3rd grade teacher for
Bartlesville Public Schools.

Hannah Fleming 13 and “15 is a Speech and
Language Pathologist for Imagine Pediatric
Therapy in Owasso.

Kaitlin Richards 13 is a Project Manager for
Trump Tours.

Megan Edmonds “13 is the Director of Greek
Life and Leadership at Huntingdon College.

Thomas Anderson 13 is the Chief of Police
for the City of Miami, Oklahoma.

Aaron Brandes “14 is the Beverage Manager
for Cedar Ridge Country Club.

Durward Cook “13 and “14 retired from
Chief of Police in Durant, OK after 25 years of
service.

Kirsti Cook “14 is the Assistant Director of
Conferences and Marketing at the University
Center at NSU.

Lacey Ferguson “14 is an account coordinator
for Saxum.

Mathew Lawrence “14 is the Carter Baptist
Church Pastor.

Sarah Cole “14 is now Admissions Recruiter/
Admissions Counselor at Bacone College.

Delaney (Tusia) Rhea “15 is the Recruiting
Coordinator for Melton Truck Lines.

Dylan Beers “15 is an Environmental Health
and Safety Officer for Mary Kay.

Dylan Russell “15 is a Graphic Designer at
the Tahlequah Daily Press.

Haylee Beck 15 is the assistant softball
coach for Jay High School.

Jake Dwyer ‘15 is a Personal Banker at
Armstrong Bank.

Kail May “15 is a Physical Therapist Assistant
at D1 Sports and Training Therapy.

Natali Melton “15 is a 1st grade teacher at
Bixby Northeast Elementary School.

Steven English "15 is a University
Representative at NSU's Office of Admissions
and Recruitment.

Victoria Giles “15 has joined the Westen
Arkansas Ballet as the new dance instructor.

Jake Sunday “15 is Guest Services
Representative at The Canebrake.

Tony Maxuville Jr “15 is an Engineer at
Kleinfielder.

Weddings
‘00s

Ben Huddleston and Amanda Dixon ‘04 were
married on October 17, 2015.

Isaiah Carey and Linsdey Cato ‘06 were
married on October 3, 2015.

Wingo Johnson and Angela Hoffman ‘07 and
‘09 were married on May 9, 2015.

Derek Ware and Brittani Shear ‘09 were
married on June 13, 2015.

Brandon Tucker and Tisha Cochran ‘09 were
married on February 14, 2015.

“10s
Aaron Scott Cash “10 and Nancy Elizabeth
Mitchell were married on June 20, 2015.

Jay Holderbee and Brittany Sneed 12 were
married on October 17, 2015.

Colton Leedom and Katelyn Augerhole “13
were married on October 17, 2015.

Caleb Lee 13 and Sidney Van Wyk were
married on September 26, 2015.

Scott Lasson ‘15 and Heather Butler “13
were married on July 28, 2015.

Samuel Eden and Heather Deckard “13 were
married on October 10, 2015.

Samuel Kusler “14 and Sarah Fletcher 13
were married on April 11, 2015.

Michael Oxford and Michelle Nellis 14 were
married on March 14, 2015.

Jamie Linihan and Amanda Lee Buntin 14
were married on September 5, 2015.

Cody Sean Crockett and Lauren-Ashleigh
Wilkinson “14 were married on November

8, 2015.

*Denotes Lifetime members of the Alumni Association
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Athletics

Jake Hendrick was selected this past summer as the new head coach of the
Northeastern State baseball program. Hendrick served as NSU's pitching
coach from 2014-15, and he took the reins following the resignation of
former coach Travis Janssen.

“This is a great opportunity for me. | could not be more excited to call NSU
home for many years to come,” Hendrick said. “First and foremost | want

to thank my wife and the rest of my family for the constant support over
the years. Secondly, | want to thank Coach (Tony) Duckworth and (NSU
President) Dr. Steve Turner for putting their faith in me to be the next head
baseball coach. Lastly, on behalf of our former players and myself, | want to
thank Travis Janssen for not only everything he has done here at NSU, but
also everything he has done for me. It truly was a blessing to work beside
him over the past two years.”

The RiverHawks have made back-to-back trips to the MIAA Championship
during Hendrick's time with the program and have posted two of the
greatest pitching seasons in school history.

The 2015 pitching staff posted a sub-5.00 ERA (4.86) for the first time in
NSU’s NCAA era (since 1996) and shattered the school record for most
strikeouts in a single season (350). Northeastern State also registered an
opposing batting average of .277, which was the lowest since 1996. Closer
Jake Kern also tied the school record with 10 saves and posted a stellar
1.80 ERA.

During his first year at NSU, Hendrick helped the pitching staff boast the
lowest ERA in more than 12 years (5.56). He was also instrumental in
coaching pitcher Ryan Helsley, who became the highest drafted player in
school history when he was selected in the fifth round (No. 161 overall) of
the 2015 Major League Baseball Draft by the St. Louis Cardinals.

Helsley was the lone underclassman named to the 2015 All-MIAA First
Team, and he became just the third NSU baseball player since 1996 to
earn a conference specialty award when he was named the 2014 MIAA
Freshman of the Year. Helsley broke the school record for strikeouts in a
single season when he fanned 95 batters in 2015.

Janssen initially departed Northeastern State to return to Jacksonville
State University as an assistant coach, but since then he has been hired as
head coach at Austin Peay State University. APSU is located in Clarksville,
Tennessee. The Governors compete at the NCAA Division | level and are
members of the Ohio Valley Conference.

“ am very thankful for the many positives that NSU and the Tahlequah
community have given both myself and my family,” Janssen said. “I will
have fond memories of NSU and am very grateful for the four years | served
NSU.”

Janssen guided the RiverHawks to a 104-99 record during his time at
Northeastern State. He led NSU to at least 25 victories in each of his four
campaigns, marking the first such occurrence during NSU's NCAA era.

The team competed in the MIAA Championship all three years since joining
the league prior to the 2013 campaign. The 2014 squad made a memorable
run to the conference championship semifinals after posting two straight
road wins over the top seed. Janssen also led NSU to winning records in
three of his four seasons at the helm, which marked the most successful
four-year stretch for the RiverHawks since 1999-02.

Northeastern State University Director

of Athletics Tony Duckworth has debuted
multiple upgrades to Doc Wadley Stadium
over the past few months. Most recently, a
new videoboard was installed at the stadium
Oct. 3.

Funded completely through private dollars,

significant cost savings because we
already had a solid foundation to add onto,”
Duckworth said. “The new videoboard
greatly enhances the gameday experience
for the loyal fans of RiverHawks Nation,
while providing greater recognition to some
of our loyal corporate pride sponsors.”

_-T_f_ﬁ?j_c_ﬁmam ___"-I_-—-_
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the new project had an estimated $100K
cost. The addition isa 16" x 9" videoboard
with 32" branded top bannerand 8" x 9’
backlit advertising panels. Duckworth said
the project cost was greatly reduced because
there is already a current structure in place.

“Had we started with nothing, this would
have been about $250,000. We had
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One of the major differences fans notice
right away is the larger videoboard that goes
from standard definition to high definition.
DOWN

TQ GO

BALL ON

Also installed over this past summer

was new Hellas Matrix® Turf. The two

major projects combined for approximately
$500,000 in upgrades to Doc Wadley Stadium
this year.



Athletics

Northeastern State golf teams have
continued to be two of the most successful
programs at the NCAA Division Il level.

The two storied programs, led by 18th-year
coach Scott Varner, recently wrapped up

the fall portion of the 2015-16 season after
having successful conclusions to the 2014-15 campaign.

This past spring, the NSU women finished third in the MIAA and went on
to place fourth at the 2015 NCAA Central Super Regional. The RiverHawks
hosted the super regional for the third time (2003, 2006), and this was also
the 14th time in the last 16 years that NSU qualified for NCAA postseason
play.

Junior Baylee Price qualified for the NCAA Championship as an individual
and went on to finish in solo 15th. She became the fourth NSU women'’s
golfer in school history to finish in the top-15 at the NCAA Championship
and the first since 2006. She is also the 11th NSU women's golfer to make
multiple appearances at the national championship.

The most recent fall campaign has been the most successful in school
history. Varner has added a trio of freshmen that have helped take the
program to heights never before seen. Northeastern State finished the

fall by winning the last three events, which marked the first time in school
history the RiverHawks won three-straight tournaments. Coupled with Price
and senior Charter Lawson, the three new faces (Kelsey Lumpkin, Ebba
Moberg, Halie Wright) have helped the program earn a national ranking of
No. 17 in the country.

Former Northeastern
State pitcher Ryan
Helsley was selected by
the St. Louis Cardinals
in the fifth round of

the 2015 Major League
Baseball Draft.

The Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, native
became the ninth player
in school history to be
taken in the draft when
he was choseq with the
161st overall pick. He

was also the first player

in school history to be selected in one of the first five rounds.

He recently wrapped up his rookie season competing for the Johnson
City Cardinals, who are a minor league affiliate of the St. Louis
Cardinals.

Helsley pitched in 11 games and made nine starts for JCC. He threw

R I

On the men’s side, the RiverHawks landed in third at last April's MIAA
Championship. NSU has finished in third or better in the league in all three
seasons since joining the conference.

Northeastern State earned a bid to the NCAA Central/Midwest Super
Regional, which marked the 15th time in the last 16 years that the team has
made a trip to the NCAA postseason.

Junior Marc Johnson was honored as a PING All-Region performer and
was also named to the All-MIAA team. Fellow junior Tate Williamson has
finished inside the top 15 in every fall tournament, which included a second-
place effort at the season-opening MSSU Fall Invitational.

Senior Brent Williamson earned his first career victory at the MIAA-
sanctioned MWSU/Holiday Inn Express Invitational in October. He became
the second NSU men'’s golfer in as many years to capture an MIAA-
sanctioned tournament trophy after former NSU All-Region athlete Zach
Tucker won the 2015 Washburn Invitational in April.

The RiverHawks finished third at the event, which featured the largest
field of the season, and are well-positioned to earn yet another NCAA
Championship bid next spring.

40.1 innings and ended the year with a 2.01 earned-run average, a 1.29
WHIP and a .221 opposing batting average. He posted a 1-1 record and
finished with 35 strikeouts to just 19 walks.

During his two years at NSU, Helsley pitched in 26 games and made

21 starts. He compiled a 14-8 record and a 4.06 ERA in 126.1 innings
pitched. He also threw three complete games and tallied 151 strikeouts.
He was the lone underclassmen to earn a spot on the 2015 All-MIAA
First Team, and he was also named to the 2014 All-MIAA Second Team
as a freshman.

Helsley finished fifth in the nation and first in the MIAA in strikeouts per
nine innings (13.4) in his final year at NSU. He fanned an MIAA-best 95
batters and compiled a 3.53 ERA in 63.2 IP.

The former RiverHawk great was the first player from the MIAA and
the second player from the state of Oklahoma (Anthony Hermelyn,
University of Oklahoma) selected in this year's draft. He was also the
fifth player in all of NCAA Division Il to come off the board.

Helsley was the first Northeastern State baseball player to be selected
in the MLB Draft since Joel Eusebio was picked in the 46th round by the
Oakland Athletics in 2009.
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