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OPENING
SHOT

Campus Blooms
In the midst of banquets and award ceremonies
recognizing how students have blossomed, a
rainbow of flowers decorated the Northeastern
State University campus this April.
Throughout this issue you'll find inspiring stories
of students' accomplishments.
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Campus Culture

BY THE NUMBERS
With a diverse campus community, Northeastern State
University aspires to help students embrace their
heritage while introducing them to other cultures.
Students have the opportunity to connect to their tribe
with the help of the Center for Tribal Studies, attend
events highlighting cultures from around the globe or
travel internationally through study abroad programs.
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The name Imprints is derived from the
hundreds of leaves stamped into the
sidewalks of NSU. Like the imprints of
the leaves, all alumni have left a lasting
impression on the NSU community, and
hopefully the university has had a similar
lasting impression on each alumnus and
alumna. This publication is designed to
keep alumni up to date with the campus
community, because even after they’ve
graduated their imprint remains.
Imprints, an exclusive benefit of Alumni
Association membership, is published in the
fall and spring.
This publication was printed by Western Printing Company Inc. and
issued by Northeastern State University as authorized by House
Bill 1714. 1,650 copies were printed; the total cost was $2,390. This
institution, in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education
Amendment Act of 1972, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and other federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion,
disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices
or procedures. This includes but is not limited to, admissions,
employment, financial aid and educational services.

Welcome

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Friends:
Greetings from your university. I hope this
issue of Imprints finds you and yours well.
This publication goes to approximately
1,462 Northeastern State University
alumni in more than 40 states. Many
of you visit the campus frequently—
even daily. For others, this magazine
is one of the few regular contacts you
have with your alma mater. I always
try to keep that in mind as I prepare
these semi-annual messages to you.
I am pleased to tell you that our three
campuses are bustling with new
programs and initiatives that meet
the changing needs of our region. We
are seeing dynamic overall growth in
enrollment in our Graduate College and
are experiencing continual progress
in academics, community service and
facility improvements. Recently, we
received recognition for perhaps our
most important service to our students
and community. The National Council
for Home Safety and Security has rated
us in the top three in campus safety
in Oklahoma and 37th nationally.
Earlier this year, the Oklahoma State
Chamber Research Foundation released
“The Economic Role of Oklahoma’s Public
Colleges and Universities,” a report
examining the economic output and
impact public colleges and universities
have in our state. The report showed
that the annual economic impact of our
university’s operations and functions
totaled $197.5 million. We return $6.10
to the local economy for every $1 of
state funding. In fact, NSU ranks fourth
in direct regional economic impacts
among all public four-year higher
education institutions in Oklahoma.
One of the great traditions of our
institution is Founders Week – a
celebration of our history as a state
institution, which began on March 6,
1909, when the Oklahoma legislature
purchased the Female Seminary and
created Northeastern State Normal School.
The level of Founders Week activities vary
from year to year. Many will recall the
March 6, 2009, celebration of 100 years as

a state institution. Each year since then,
we have honored up to 10 individuals who
have made a significant contribution to our
institution, including this year on March 6.
This year, our 110th as a state institution,
we held the formal naming ceremonies
for our veteran student lounges in
Tahlequah and Broken Arrow and the
Veterans Services office on the Tahlequah
campus. Each event was moving in
its own way as families and friends
gathered to honor Colonel John Rahe,
Corporal Jared Shoemaker and Private
First Class Bryan “Jake” Chanate.
We began the FY 19 academic year with a
slight increase in our state appropriation.
Given the significant increase in forecasted
state revenue, we were hopeful that the
legislature and governor would approve
the State Regent’s $101.5 million request
for new funding for FY 20. The final budget
for higher education included a total
increase of $28 million to bolster research
programs and provide a salary increase
for college and university instructors.
I urge you to take some extra time
with this issue of Imprints. You will
get a real feel for the unique variety of
experiences that benefit our students
and community. Football fans will be
especially interested in the story about the
return of J.J. Eckert, a four-year football
letter winner at NSU (1994-97) with 15
highly successful years of head coaching
at Garden City Community College and
Kilgore College. Penny and I are already
looking forward to the football season!
I appreciate your continued interest in
your alma mater. Please stay in touch.
Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President
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ON THE COVER

Dream of leaving everything and
finding an adventure? A pair of alumni
made the dream their reality. Flip to
Page 20 to find out how they're living
their best life on the road.

Alumni

DIRECTOR’S LETTER
An open invitation for torchbearers
At Northeastern
State University
we look forward
annually to the
weeks spanning
from March 6 to
the second week
in May. Many
affiliated with
the university
refer to this as “banquet season.”
Banquet season kicks off with the
Centurion Luncheon on Founders
Day and culminates with the four
commencement ceremonies. It is
indeed a time of festive celebration.
It hasn’t all been a festive celebration
this banquet season though. In a span
of just over two weeks from late March
to early April, we lost three individuals
who were very close to the Alumni
Association and NSU communities.
Lowell “Chief” Lehman was a local
Tahlequah boy who graduated from
NSU in 1953. In 1966, he returned
to NSU and spent the next 30 years
tirelessly working to put NSU on
the music scene map. At one time,
the NSU marching band had over
100 members. Count Basie and Doc
Severinsen performed here. And the
Green Country Jazz Festival, started
by Chief, has brought thousands
of prospective music students
to campus for over 50 years.
Ron Evans was the organizer-in-chief
of the Nifty Fifties Alumni Association,
NSU’s most active and ardent alumni
group for so many years. This group
formed lifelong bonds from their days
as students at Northeastern State
College when Seminary Hall was
known simply as the “Ad Building.”
Evans galvanized this group every
year at homecoming with a float in
the parade and a big reunion. One
of his last efforts was to lead the
fundraising effort for a memorial bench
honoring the Nifty Fifties, which now
sits in front of their Ad Building.
Michael Turner was literally Mr. NSU
while a student here in the early 90s.
He worked for the university in a
number of capacities after graduation,
and then went on to bigger things
at different institutions. Though his

career took him away from NSU, it
never diminished his passion for the
green and white. Whether through his
higher education career, involvement
with the Rotary Club of Tulsa or the
nonprofit he founded, Turner was a
master networker, always quick and
proud to boast of his Northeastern
roots and help other NSU alumni
reconnect to their alma mater.
These three individuals had a
couple of things in common that
bear attention. Certainly, they each
shared a passion for Northeastern,
but more importantly, they were
infectious when it came to sharing that
passion, and they actively promoted
NSU to anyone who would listen.
Chief, Evans and Turner were
torchbearers for Northeastern State
University. I have tried to dwell less
on the notion that our university has
lost these torchbearers, and focus
more on the number of folks for whom
these three lit the way back to NSU.
Because of their efforts, advocacy
and unabashed affection for NSU,
scores and scores of alumni have
reconnected, reengaged and reinvested
in Northeastern State University.
Who will be the next torchbearers
for NSU? It’s exciting to see a newly
energized generation of alumni raising
their hands and saying, “There’s
more that I can do.” New groups are
not only volunteering their own time
and energy, but are also calling on
others within their NSU circles to
join the cause. And, more and more
Northeastern supporters are investing
financially in their alma mater on
a scale we’ve never seen before.
Without a doubt, the next generation
of torchbearers is out there. The path
ahead will get brighter and brighter
with each torch that is lit and held high.
Are you wondering if there is a torch
for you? There is, and consider this as
an open invitation for you to light it!

Northeastern State
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2019 Outstanding Seniors
STUDENTS

The Outstanding Senior recognition honors graduating seniors, nominated by NSU faculty and staff, who have made significant
contributions to NSU through academic achievement, campus activities, community service, honors and awards. The Alumni Association
bestows this recognition for the Tahlequah and Broken Arrow campuses each spring. Honorees receive a stole to be worn at graduation, a
framed award certificate and a one-year membership to the Alumni Association.

Madyson Bush
Skiatook
Mathematics Education
NSU Dance Marathon,
2 years, executive director
in 2018, raised over $14,000
for Children’s Hospital at
St. Francis; President’s
Leadership Class, 4-year
member; Outstanding
Freshman, named the top
female in 2015

Billy Jo Gordon
Weeleetka
Communication
Minors: Psychology |
Media Studies
President’s Leadership
Class, 4 years, social chair;
President’s Honor Roll, six
semesters in a row and
counting; as a provisional
graduate student, already
has 6 hours towards
a master’s in higher
education leadership

Rachel Hiatt
Cleveland, OK
Hospitality & Tourism
Management | Marketing

Chaydee Lawless
Rufe
Speech-Language
Pathology

Blaze Milner
Tulsa
Computer Science
Minor: Psychology

RISE Scholar, 4-year member,
committee chair for MLK
Day of Service and Founders
Day 5K; Delta Zeta, 4-year
member, parliamentarian
and courtesy chair;
Panhellenic Executive Council,
2 years, vice president of
recruitment, Greek Week
director, Greek Sing director

President’s Leadership
Class, 4-year member,
social chair and secretary;
Northeastern Student
Speech-Language
Hearing Association,
2 years, president;
President’s Honor Roll,
seven consecutive
semesters, 4.0

Academic Achievement
Award, recipient for
computer science; NSUBA
Student Advisory Board, 2
years, secretary, chair;
Rho Theta Sigma

JACK KAUFMAN
SENIOR OF DISTINCTION

Cheyhoma Dugger
Hartshorne
Public Accounting
Minor: Communication
Trenton Morgan
Choctaw
Media Studies
Minor: Computer Science
Impressions Dance
Company, 4-year member,
student leadership team
including choreographer
and full company leader;
Tau Kappa Epsilon, 4
years, multiple chair
and leadership roles
including vice president,
Top TKE at NSU twice and
Top TKE of Oklahoma;
Honors Program, 4 years,
leadership positions
including vice president, 4.0

8 | Imprints

Gabriel Mouse
Tahlequah
Management |
Environmental Health &
Safety Management
Delta Mu Delta;
Johnson Scholar, 4-year
scholarship; American
Indian Heritage
Committee, 2-year
member

SPRING/SUMMER 2019

Nichole Phy
Sand Springs
Elementary Education
Kappa Delta Pi, 2-year
member, president;
Volunteered with NSU
Math Clinic, 2 years,
assistant director
and teacher; Robotics
Academy of Critical
Engagement, lab
assistant, summer
camp volunteer

Dae’lyn Smith
Mannford
Political Science |
Media Studies
Northeastern Student
Government Association,
4 years in a number
of leadership roles:
senator, vice president
and president; The
Northeastern Student
Newspaper, 3 years, ad
rep, staff writer, associate
editor and editor in chief;
Aspiring Student Affairs
Professionals, 2 years,
founder and president

Future Alumni Network,
4-year member, served on
advisory board including
two terms as president; Miss
Choctaw, 2 years representing
District 11; Delta Mu Delta
"Being selected as a 2019
Outstanding Senior means
a great deal to me. It shows
that NSU presented me with
many opportunities and
that I took advantage of
them. It shows that anyone
can balance hard work and
good times and that there
is no reason to choose one
or the other. Being selected
as a 2019 Outstanding
Senior helps me to show
others that anyone can
succeed no matter what the
circumstances are."

Talking Points

Did you know? This program won the
Association for Continuing Higher Education’s
2018 Distinguished Credit Program Award.
What types of professions does this program
complement?
The Certificate of Emergency Management and Planning
complements many professions such as environmental health &
safety management, emergency management, law enforcement,
public health, community health, homeland security, and for
professionals whose role or task it is to understand how to asses
for an emergency/disaster, write emergency operation plans and
plan for response and recovery. This certificate also complements
state agency and business professionals who are titled as risk
management, oil and gas company emergency managers and
emergency planners who are employed by Oklahoma State
Department of Health and charity/volunteer organizations, such
as American Red Cross and Catholic Charities. We have law
enforcement students obtaining this certificate to advance their
learning and in turn, to receive a job promotion.
What type of emergencies will this program help
prepare students for?
The emergencies and disasters are called "all-hazards," meaning
that they are prepared to assess, plan for, mitigate and respond to all
types of emergency/disaster weather and man-made disasters.

Rebekah Doyle
Assistant Professor Rebekah Doyle
discusses Northeastern State University’s
Certificate of Emergency Management and
Planning Program.

What is the Emergency Management and Planning
Program?
The Certificate of Emergency Management and Planning is a
24-credit-hour program that is able to be completed in as little as
two semesters. Online degree and certificate programs are popular
with working students, and this certificate program is available as a
completely online program.

Are there any specific emergencies that were used as
inspiration for the protocol learned in this program?
Oklahoma has a variety of emergency and disaster weather, inclusive
of tornadoes, flooding and ice storms. The Oklahoma Department
of Emergency Management wanted all state emergency managers
to have a shared, foundational/conceptual knowledge of emergency
management, and to build upon their professional role and identity
here in Oklahoma. NSU has an outstanding history of building
partnerships and educational programs with community and state
partners. OEM approached Dr. Eloy Chavez, dean of the NSU College
of Extended Learning, and Dr. Cari Keller, dean of the Graduate
College, and together the Certificate of Emergency Management and
Planning was developed and launched.
How many students are in this program each term?
We routinely have between 40-50 students enrolled in the courses
within the program.

When did the program start?
The certificate program was launched in February 2012 and has seen
exceptional growth and full enrollment every semester.
What was the inspiration for the program?
The certificate program was developed in collaboration with the
Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management. There is a
tremendous need for a workforce that understands all phases of
emergency management and can take on leadership roles at the
local, state and federal levels. The popularity of the Certificate
of Emergency Management and Planning is tremendous due
to the relevancy of the content material and versatility of the
certificate's use by the student upon program completion. Students
who complete the Certificate of Emergency Management and
Planning are able to assess, plan for, and respond effectively to
emergencies and disasters. These leaders will be working to keep
our communities prepared and safe!
Imprints
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mutzig presents 2019 Battenfield-Carletti
Distinguished Entrepreneur Lecture
Todd Mutzig, entrepreneur
and owner of Meigs Jewelry,
presented the 2019 BattenfieldCarletti Distinguished
Entrepreneur Lecture on April 3.
Mutzig is from Tahlequah.
He and his wife Paula have
owned Meigs Jewelry for
more than 20 years. Mutzig is
a third-generation business
owner with a 1991 marketing
degree from Northeastern
State University. He also has
numerous certificates from
the Gemological Institute of
America. He and Paula have
used their education and their
love of fashion to advance Meigs
Jewelry from a small-town
jeweler to a regional destination
that offers a full-service
experience tailored to each
customer’s unique style and

special occasion. Their integrity
is the solid foundation that they
continue to build upon, while
adapting to an ever-changing
retail environment that
demands continued relevance.
Mutzig also gives back to
his community through
volunteerism and philanthropy.
He was instrumental in
establishing the Tahlequah
Main Street Association and
the My Tahlequah community
cleanup day. He serves on the
boards of the Tahlequah Area
Chamber of Commerce, the
Tahlequah Hospital Foundation
and the NSU Foundation. In
addition, Meigs Jewelry has
donated a piece of emerald
jewelry each year to NSU’s
Emerald Ball gala.

About the Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur Lecture
Established in 2002 by Dr. Harold Battenfield and Dr. John Carletti through
the NSU Foundation, the Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur
Lecture Series brings NSU alumni to campus to share their entrepreneurial
experiences with students.
To learn more about the Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur
Lecture Series, contact 918-444-4200.

NSU connects
education majors
with schools

Every spring and fall semester,
Northeastern State University
Career Services hosts a teacher job
fair on the Broken Arrow campus.
More than 50 employers attend
this networking event to visit with
students about employment
opportunities. Immediately after the
job fair, school districts are invited
to conduct preliminary interviews on
NSU’s campus.
Teacher job fairs are free and open
to the public. Stay tuned to NSU’s
Facebook page for details on this
and other events this fall.
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In a few words
FACULTY

NSU professor and higher ed
colleague publish transgender
and gender diverse handbook
Northeastern State University Associate Professor and
Department Chair of Psychology and Counseling Dr. Kurt
Choate, along with his co-editor Dr. Alfred Carlozzi from
Oklahoma State University, have published "Transgender and
Gender Diverse Persons: A Handbook for Service Providers,
Educators, and Families."
This book offers mental health professionals and other
caregivers information and best practices for working with
transgender and gender diverse persons and their families.
In each chapter, experts from a variety of fields provide an
accessible introduction to medical, legal, educational and
spiritual care for transgender and gender diverse adults and
youth within a range of context, including communities and
schools in urban and non-urban areas.
“We tried to cover a variety of perspectives that people may
have questions about,” Choate said, “because this is a topic
that people hear about all the time, but they are afraid to ask
questions or may not even know what questions to ask.”
Choate believes that education is the key.
“All the books that were already available were written strictly
for mental health professionals. This book can be read easily
by anyone, including parents, teachers and professionals.”
“Transgender and Gender Diverse Persons: A Handbook
for Service Providers, Educators, and Families” is published
internationally and is available to borrow through NSU
Libraries or purchase through Routledge Taylor & Francis
Group, Amazon, Google and other media.

IF YOU ONLY HAD THREE MINUTES
TO LEAVE, WHAT THREE THINGS
WOULD YOU GRAB?
CHEYHOMA DUGGER

Major: Accounting with a minor in Communication,
graduated in May
Hometown: Hartshorne
If I only had 3 minutes to leave, I would grab my IDs, my
photo box and my Choctaw regalia. The regalia has been
made and passed down by my family—it’s irreplaceable!

MATTHEW LAMB

Major: Health and Physical Education, graduated
in May
Hometown: Poteau
I would bring my keys, my family and my compound bow
in the case of an emergency.

JESSICA LANGSTON

Higher Education Leadership master’s program,
graduated in May
Hometown: Tahlequah
In the case of an emergency, I’d grab my
phone (obviously), my kids (of course) and most
importantly, snacks!

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Keep learning with NSU
It’s never too late or too early to learn something new.
Northeastern State University’s College of Extended Learning
offers engaging classes for all ages.
More than 300 courses, with 181 new offerings, cover
everything from professional development to personal
enrichment. Classes are available in person and online.
New course offerings include Beginning Grant Writing,
Certificate in Data Analytics, Certificate in Cyber Security and
many more.
Medical courses covering a variety of topics will also be
available. These courses are available online with a mentor,
where students can work at their own pace with six months to
complete the course work. Many classes have the opportunity
to do a hands-on externship in the student’s current area.
Courses include Phlebotomy, Pharmacy Tech, Clinical Medical
Assistant, Dental Assisting, ECG/EKG for Nurses, Veterinary
Assistant and more.
For more information on available courses,
visit www.nsuok.edu/ce.

MARISSA MITCHELL

Major: Theatre and Media Studies, graduated
in May
Hometown: Cookson
First, I would grab my two dogs, because they are too
cute to leave behind. Second, I would grab my laptop and
phone, so I can stay connected. Third, I would grab a go
bag that I imagine I would have, filled with clothes, food,
first aid, etc. (Yes, that's how prepared I hope imaginary
me would be in this imaginary situation.)

DIANE PHY

Major: Elementary Education, graduated in May
Hometown: Sand Springs
I would grab my phone, a go bag or kit that had
emergency supplies in it, and all my students if possible.
However, if I was not with my students my third item
would be an item to defend myself with like a fire
extinguisher or something to that effect for just in case.
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Meet the 2019 Centurions
ED BROCKSMITH was NSU’s public information director and a
part-time journalism instructor from 1978 until 1997. Prior to his
service to NSU, his broadcast career included time with KRMG
radio in Tulsa and the Indian Nations Radio Network. Brocksmith
co-founded Save the Illinois River.

ANNE COTTRILL, a 1965 and 1967 alumna, served as assistant
dean of women and a part-time English instructor from 1968 to
1971. She was a guidance counselor at Greenwood Elementary
School in Tahlequah from 1977 to 2003. Her extensive volunteer
service includes the Tahlequah Board of Education, the Public
School Foundation and the Board of Directors of the Tahlequah
Hospital Auxiliary.
JACK KAUFMAN completed his bachelor’s degree in education
at NSU in 1934. Kaufman was generous with his support of the
NSU Alumni Association and Foundation. In 1986, he served as
president of the association and served on the NSU Foundation
board for 15 years. An NSU Distinguished Alumnus in 1981,
Kaufman received the NSU Citation of Merit in 1984. The award
for the top outstanding senior—the Jack Kaufman Senior of
Distinction—is named in his honor.
DR. VAUD A. TRAVIS graduated from NSU in 1923 and
returned as a faculty member in 1927. As a student, he
helped establish a Baptist Student Union near campus.
Travis championed hot lunch programs in public schools and
encouraged improvement in instructional methodology. As
director of the Bagley Training School from 1930 to 1945, he’s
credited with extending NSU’s intern teaching experience to a
full academic semester.
HENRICUS (HANK) VAN VEEN, O.D., was the first faculty
member and clinical director for the Northeastern State
University Oklahoma College of Optometry. Van Veen has filled
several leadership roles including, director of NSU and Cherokee
Nation Optical Dispensaries and assistant dean for academic
affairs. He served his country as an officer in both the U.S. Navy
and the U.S. Army Reserves.
JOE BYRD is a 1978 and 1979 alumnus. He has served on
the Cherokee Nation Tribal Council for over 16 years and is
currently Speaker of the Council. Byrd was previously Chief of
the Cherokee Nation. Governor Frank Keating appointed Chief
Byrd to the Oklahoma Native Culture Board for two terms. He
has served on the Planning Committee of the National Indian
Policy Center in Washington, D.C. and was the only Cherokee
Council member to represent the tribe at the first White House
Conference on Indian Education.

MIKE FINE, a 1970 alumnus, began a small used car rental
service near the Tulsa International Airport that evolved
into Fine Airport Parking. His leadership and devotion to
public service was often recognized over the years by many
organizations including the Tulsa Business Journal, The Journal
Record and Leadership Oklahoma. Fine served on the NSU
Foundation board of trustees for over thirty years.
CHARLES EDWARD SEAT served as director of Theatre at
NSU from 1969 to 2004. Seat directed over 100 plays at NSU.
For more than 30 years, Seat led NSU’s annual participation in
the Kennedy Center’s American College Theatre Festival. Seat
worked in film and TV, most notably in the two film versions
of “Where the Red Fern Grows.” He was honored at the
Oklahoma Movie Hall of Fame in April 2019.
DR. STEPHEN E. SMITH earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in education from Northeastern State University. He
joined Eastern Oklahoma State College in 2005 as the dean of
the McAlester campus and was appointed as president in 2007.
At the time of his appointment, Smith was 38, making him the
youngest college president in the state at that time. As a proud
NSU alumnus, he established the Stephen E. Smith Scholarship
Endowment in 2010.
SCOTT and TOMMYE WRIGHT have been enhancing
the well-being of the Tahlequah region for more than
forty years. They have guided a family-owned real estate
agency that is number one in the region. Scott and
Tommye attended NSU in the 1970s. They are lifetime
members of the NSU Alumni Association, and they
established an endowed scholarship at NSU in 2015 for
upper-level students attending the Tahlequah campus. In 2017, Tommye served as
chair of the Emerald Ball, NSU’s premiere fundraising event for student scholarships,
netting over $56,000 for scholarships. Scott serves on the President’s Advisory Board
and the College of Business Advisory Council.

What is a Centurion?

A Northeastern State University Centurion is an individual
whose leadership and commitment, in the course of helping
others, has made a significant impact during the university’s
history. The honors are given to NSU alumni, faculty, staff,
students or any member of the NSU community—whether
past or present—who impacted the life of the nominator, the
Northeastern community or the public at large. A Centurion can
be living or deceased and should embody the legacy and spirit
of NSU.
Since selecting 100 individuals as inaugural recipients of the
Centurion Award during its Centennial Celebration in 2009,
NSU has added up to 10 names to the Centurion list each year.
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Q&A
ON CAMPUS

Joshua Fenn
Junior | Future Alumni Network
Hometown: Gans, Oklahoma
Major: Spanish
Minors: American Sign Language
and Applied Linguistics

What drew you to Northeastern State University? What did you
see here that made you feel this was the right choice?
My brother was a big influence as to why I came to NSU, and it
was one of the most cost-efficient colleges around! What really
made me know this was the right choice was when I took a
campus tour and everyone was just so nice!
What has been the biggest surprise for you once you began
your career at NSU? I think the biggest surprise that I have
experienced so far is the amount of activities there are on
campus. I knew there would be a lot, but WOW! When I’m not
doing homework, I am always doing some sort of activity
around campus.
Outside of the Future Alumni Network, with what other
activities and organizations are you involved? I am the
president of Talons Club (the American Sign Language Club here
on campus), and I am the vice president of Spanish Club.
Favorite memories or experiences so far while at NSU? My
favorite memory here at NSU is probably when we had a
candlelight vigil for some students who passed away in a car
accident my first semester. It showed me how supportive the
faculty and students are here at NSU and that is a wonderful
quality for a college to have.
What are your plans once you become an NSU alumnus? My
plan for when I become an NSU alumnus is to try and still
come to all the sporting events and to stay involved somehow
with NSU.
In what ways do you think alumni can benefit current students?
How would you like to be more involved with alumni? I think
alumni can benefit students by coming to the campus more
often and interacting with students in their respective field. I
would love for an NSU alumnus who is an interpreter to come
to my Spanish classes and talk about their profession. I think
it would be very beneficial to me and other students who have
that career in mind.
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News

ET CETERA
FACULTY

NSU professor publishes book on preparedness
Assistant Professor Rebekah Doyle has
published a new book, “Perceptions of
Emergency Preparedness Among Immigrant
Hispanics: Immigrant Hispanics Residing in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Who Survived the
Tornadoes of May 2013 in Moore, Oklahoma.”
In Doyle’s 10 years of public health service, she
became passionate about eliminating health
disparities and inequities. She realized that
migrant populations are not always aware of the
natural weather hazards of their new area, and
due to language barriers they don’t always know
where to seek information on preparedness
steps to take.
Victims of the spring 2013 tornadoes in the
Oklahoma City area included a family who had
migrated from Guatemala, Doyle said.
“Tornadoes are not native to the geographical
area from which they had migrated and when
they experienced them, they only understood
broken English and understood the words to
take cover and had stopped their automobile

and were taking cover under a bridge,” she said.
“Flash flooding occurred with the tornado and
swept the family away with all members of the
family drowning.”
Looking into previous research, Doyle found
only one study that examined immigrant
Hispanics’ knowledge of weather hazards in
Oklahoma.
Doyle said she hopes people who read her
book will be inspired to reach out in their
communities to help high-risk populations
that need assistance with crisis weather
emergency planning.
“To me the loss of even one life should never be
acceptable when we have knowledge to share
with immigrants that could help protect and
save their lives in emergency preparedness and
planning,” Doyle said.
“Perceptions of Emergency Preparedness Among
Immigrant Hispanics” is available on Amazon.

STUDENTS

NSU student honored as Newman Civic Fellow
on a master’s degree in American
Studies. She has served as an
intern for the City of Tahlequah
and has volunteered throughout
the community. Fletcher has also
worked on political campaigns.

Northeastern State University
graduate student Alisha Fletcher
is one of 262 students selected for
the 2019-2020 cohort of Newman
Civic Fellows by Campus Connect,
a Boston-based non-profit
organization working to advance
the public purposes of higher
education.
Fletcher graduated from NSU in
May 2018 with a bachelor’s degree
in political science and is working
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“I hope to gain insight from
other students on how they have
created change within their
campuses and communities
and see what I can bring back to
NSU and Tahlequah,” she said.
“It especially means a lot for
me to have received this honor
because I am a low income, firstgeneration student. I hope to be
able to advocate for students like
me through this experience.”
The Newman Civic Fellowship is a
one-year experience emphasizing
personal, professional and civic
growth for students who have
demonstrated a capacity for
leadership and an investment in
solving public problems.

Celebrating 13 years of big service
This year marked 13 years of Northeastern State University’s participation
in The Big Event, where university students, faculty and staff come
together across the nation to say thank you to the communities that
support them by volunteering to serve.
Tahlequah volunteers served on March 30, cleaning up community spaces
and helping homeowners tackle yardwork and chores. Broken Arrow
volunteers served on April 20, repainting signs and animal statues at the
Ray Harral Nature Center.
This year’s event allowed nearly 300 volunteers to serve 41 job sites in
the communities.
For more information about NSU’s The Big Event, please visit
www.nsuok.edu/TheBigEvent.

CAMPUS

NSU names veteran lounges and veterans services office
Northeastern State University recently celebrated three newly
opened veteran student areas with naming ceremonies on the
Tahlequah and Broken Arrow campuses.
The Corporal Jared
Shoemaker Veterans
Center is located within the
NSU-Broken Arrow Library.
Shoemaker was born and
raised in the Tulsa area.
He graduated from Tulsa
Edison High School and
continued his football
career at NSU while earning
his bachelor’s degree in
psychology with a minor in
criminal justice in 1999.
Shoemaker became a
member of the Marine
Shoemaker
Corps Reserves in 2003,
serving in the Anti-tank Training Company in Broken Arrow.
While continuing as a reservist, he enrolled in the Tulsa Police
Academy and graduated first in his class in July 2005, after which
he was commissioned as a patrol officer.
At the Marine Corps Ball in November 2005, Shoemaker received
the Albert Schwab Award for Marine of the Year. In December, as
a member of the Anti-tank Training Company, he was mobilized
to active duty. His company was deployed to Iraq in 2006. Corporal
Shoemaker was killed in action on September 4, 2006 in the
Al Anbar province. In November 2006, he was posthumously
awarded the Albert Schwab Award for Marine of the Year.
The Colonel John Rahe
Veterans Lounge is located
in the University Center on
the Tahlequah campus.
Rahe’s link to NSU is strong
and can be traced back to
1951, when his grandfather,
Dr. Harrell Garrison, became
president of the university.
Rahe’s grandmother,
father, mother and wife all
graduated from NSU, and his
mother- and father-in-law
were both professors.
Rahe graduated from
Tahlequah High School and
then attended and graduated with honors from NSU in 1991. Rahe
received his commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine
Corps on the steps of Seminary Hall on May 15, 1991, and held a
retirement ceremony at Seminary Hall on December 14, 2018.
Rahe

operations and contingencies throughout his career. He was
awarded two Legion of Merit Medals, the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, three Meritorious Service Medals, two Air Medals
(Strike/Flight), three Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medals and numerous campaign and service medals.
Both the center and the lounge offer designated areas for veterans
to study, relax and network. The spaces have comfortable
furniture, computers and information on veteran benefits and
local veteran organizations.
The Private First Class
Bryan “Jake” Chanate
Veterans Services office
is located within the
CASE building on the
Tahlequah campus.
Chanate, a full-blooded
member of the Kiowa
tribe, was drafted into
the U.S. Army in 1969. On
January 14, 1971, his unit
was ambushed in Vietnam.
During the battle, despite
being shot six times in
his legs, he radioed in the
Chanate
unit’s coordinates in order
to get needed support. After this incident, Chanate returned to
the U.S. to recover. He received an honorable discharge due to
medical reasons. He left the military as an Airborne Ranger and
received the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart, in addition to
other medals and commendations.
In the late 1970s, Chanate began working for Northeastern State
University in the Veteran’s Affairs Department and earned his
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. He was a sponsor for the Native
American Student Association and American Indian Symposium
committee, and led the effort to save the Kiowa Five Mural
in Seminary Hall. Chanate was also one of the first 100 NSU
Centurions named on Founders Day in 2009. After 35 years of
service as NSU’s Veterans Affairs coordinator, he took an early
retirement in March 2005 due to medical reasons. Chanate died
on May 24, 2005, in Tahlequah.
The veterans services office has staff on hand to help veterans
find resources for counseling, policies, enrollment, benefits
and forms.
For more information on veterans services, please contact
veterans@nsuok.edu.

Rahe was involved in combat missions in support of Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom and numerous other theater
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Bridging Continents
NSU’s International Bridge Program is meeting students where they are

S

tarting college is overwhelming. Starting college in a
new country is even more so.

On top of learning the expectations of faculty members
and navigating a new campus, international students face
learning a new culture, figuring out visas, and coping with
being far away from family and friends.
Northeastern State University faculty members involved with
an innovative new program are hoping to make the transition
easier for some students.
The International Bridge Program has flipped the roles for
its students. Instead of new students moving to Oklahoma,
faculty members are the ones packing their bags and leaving
the comforts of home—at least in the beginning.
“The idea of this program was to kind of turn it the other
direction,” said Dr. Roger Collier, the bridge program
committee coordinator. “Instead of asking them to come to
us, we would go to them for the first semester. The students
would take two courses in their country, then come to
Tahlequah to finish the program.”
During that first semester, students will work on their
English and get needed test scores and visas in place. When
they arrive in Tahlequah for their second semester, there will
be some familiar faces on campus and they’ll know what to
expect from NSU.
THE FIRST TRIP. The program kicked off in the fall of 2018
with two College of Education faculty members, Renee
Cambiano and Maria Christian, and a graduate student,
Nikki Jones, traveling to Weifang, China to teach two courses
to the first cohort of students.

16 | Imprints

SPRING/SUMMER 2019

While in China, one of their goals was to develop relationships
to help the students feel a sense of community when they
arrived in Tahlequah.
“It’s critical to maintain relationships for all learners—
especially individuals who are leaving their families and can’t
go home for a weekend,” Cambiano said. “It was critical to
Dr. Christian and me to make sure in that 16 weeks that we
developed a community, so that when they got here they felt a
part of something.”
To accomplish this goal, Cambiano and Christian spent as
much time with the students as they could while they were
in China. When they weren’t teaching the two courses, they
were dining and sightseeing with the students.
“We were with our students from very early in the morning
until late in the evening,” Cambiano said. “It wasn’t a
typical, come to the classroom and teach and then you go do
your own thing.”

They gave presentations on what the students could expect
when they arrived in Oklahoma—sharing everything from
photos of the Illinois River and Seminary Hall to video of
NSU’s commencement ceremony.
Before returning to the U.S., the professors put together
a pinning ceremony to symbolize the students joining the
NSU family.
“At the end of that ceremony, we announced that they are a
RiverHawk,” Cambiano said. “I get chills thinking about it.
They were so proud to wear the RiverHawk on them. It was
exciting to see that excitement in their eyes.”
BRIDGING CULTURES. Beyond the topics covered in the
classroom, teaching the students while they’re immersed in
their own culture provides a unique opportunity to bridge
two cultures.
“It’s as much of a learning experience for faculty as it is for
students,” Christian said. “We were there to teach, and we
taught the students, but we also had an opportunity to visit
other universities and colleges in China, and talk to other
groups of students and faculty.”
Those experiences have had the unintended bonus of
benefiting NSU’s students at home in Oklahoma.
“I visited government run and private run K12 schools in
China, and I have been able to use that experience in my
curriculum for our domestic students,” Cambiano said. “It’s
enhanced not only my life, but my curriculum.”
Cambiano said international travel is an important part
of being a well-rounded, global citizen. She believes this
program will be a life changing experience for the students
and faculty who are involved with it.
“If you have never left the United States, you don’t understand
the privileges that we have,” she said. “You don’t understand
the cultures that are out there. You can read about it, you can
look on the internet, but until you’ve experienced the foods,
the culture—until you’ve experienced that, you’re not a wellrounded individual.”
GOING FORWARD. The bridge program is currently only
available for Chinese students working on graduate
education degrees, but organizers hope to see it expand.

Cambiano and Christian said they were honored to be chosen
to begin this program, and they hope to be part of its growth.
“I just saw it as an opportunity: the whole concept of a
bridge,” Christian said. “It just seemed like such an awesome
possibility, and I wanted to be a part of that. I wanted to be a
part of something innovative, and what I think could be really
successful for this school.”
The professors hope to return to China to continue building
relationships and strengthening the program before passing
the opportunity on to other faculty members.
“We’ve talked about serving as a mentor to the new faculty
who will go,” Christian said. “We can give them advice and
tips and things we’ve learned through potentially multiple
trips. We’re not starting over each time. That’s the point of the
bridge, not only are we building a bridge between countries
and between schools, but we’re building this bridge with each
other to be able to facilitate successfully.”
COLLABORATION. The program is proof of the
collaboration between departments that takes place at NSU.
The Office of Academic Affairs, the Graduate College, the
College of Education and the Office of International Programs
have all had a hand in making this program possible.
Implementation of the program is the result of a steering
committee consisting of Dr. Roger Collier, committee
coordinator, Dr. Vanessa Anton, Dr. Cari Keller, Dr. Jim
Ferrell, Cambiano, Christian, Stephanie Goad and Li Xuan.
“This was absolutely a joint effort and a lot of work by a lot of
people,” Collier said.

“Really the point was to build a framework that could go to
any country and any degree,” Collier said.
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Alumni

IN FOCUS
The 2019 Circle of Excellence Recipients were named on April 16. Recipients and presenters are
as follows: President Dr. Steve Turner, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts Dr. Mike Chanslor,
Recipient Dr. Benjamin Kracht – Research, Recipient Dr. Alan McKee ‘96 – Service, Dean of the
Oklahoma College of Optometry Dr. Doug Peniston, Recipient Dr. Neal Whittle ‘12 - Teaching,
Provost Dr. Debbie Landry and Faculty Council President Dr. Renee Cambiano.

The Northeastern Student Government Association celebrated
Joseph LaTurner, the 2019 Dr. Tiffany Maher Legacy Award
Recipient. Presenting the award are NSGA representatives
Dae’lyn Smith ’19, Mollie Hearn and Preston Patrick.

The Nifty Fifties Alumni Group celebrated the dedication
of their new bench just installed in front of Seminary Hall.

Fred Burks ‘69, Jack Dobbins ’51,
and Larry Tarpley ’70 celebrating
philanthropic giving at this year’s
President Circle Luncheon on April 27.
NSU student Joshua
Fenn (L) speaks with
retired professor
Kenneth Hancock
and a group of
other teaching
professionals and
education majors at
the Greenlink Dinner
on April 3.

The 2019 NSU Centurions were celebrated on March 6, 2019.
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The veterans lounge in the University Center on the Tahlequah campus
was named after Colonel John A. Rahe Jr., 1991 NSU graduate. His daughter,
Brooke ‘18, who nominated her father for the naming of the lounge, as well
as his wife, Jennifer ‘91, also attended the naming ceremony.

President Steve Turner presenting
the Founders Society Award to Daniel
Johnson ’91 and ’18, for donations made
to the NSU Foundation totaling over
$10,000 in his lifetime.

The 47th Annual Symposium on the American Indian
took place April 8-13 on the Tahlequah campus
themed “Celebrating Indigenous Women.”

President Steve Turner presenting the
Founders Society Award to JD and Karen
(’83 and ’94) Carey, for donations made to
the NSU Foundation totaling over $10,000
in their lifetime.

Past and present Jack Kaufman Seniors of
Distinction gather at the 2019 ceremony, including
Dr. Denise Roddy 1986, Peggy Glenn 1990, Cheyhoma
Dugger 2019, Darien Ball 2018, Rachel Jackson 2017.

Athletic Director Tony Duckworth (L) and President Steve Turner (R) honor the 2019 Athletic Hall of Fame
Inductees. William "Bo" White '14, Russell Knowles '77, Brad Risenhoover '06, Jasmine Webb '11, and retired
women's basketball coach Randy Gibson. Dr. Dan Fuller '85 (Middle) was recognized NSU's Spirit of Excellence
2019 recipient.

Ron Perdue ‘62, Harold Battenfield
’59, and Mary Battenfield ‘60
enjoying a spring day at the NSU
Tahlequah campus.

Wayne Grimes ’67 speaks with students Caleb Swank
and Zac Thomas at the GreenLink Dinner held on
April 3. The Future Alumni Network student group
hosts the Greenlink Dinner, which helps to connect NSU
alumni with students interested in their career field.

NSU Alumni Association President Andrea
Tucker ’05 & ‘09 and NSU President Steve
Turner celebrating the NSU Jack Kaufman
Senior of Distinction Honoree, Cheyhoma
Dugger at the 51st Annual Honors Assembly
on April 24.

The 2019 Jack Kaufman Senior of Distinction Award Ceremony
on May 15 at the Agora Event Center. Past and present
Outstanding Seniors gathered for a networking event.

President Steve
Turner presenting
the Seminary Society
Award to Julie Lacke
of Lead Learn Live, for
donations made to
the NSU Foundation
totaling over
$100,000.

Trenton “T.J.” Morgan ‘19 was not able to attend the 51st Annual
Honors Assembly on April 24 due to being in Sweden for a semester
abroad. His sister held a phone while Morgan FaceTimed with award
presenters, Peggy Glenn ’90 and Andrea Tucker ’05 & ‘09, and the
audience, while being recognized as a 2019 Outstanding Senior.

Dr. Jack Dobbins ‘51, Darrell Sullenger ‘52, and Dr.
Janet Bahr being presented an award by President
Steve Turner for their 10-year membership in the
President’s Circle giving society.
If you have photos you would like to submit,
contact the Office of Alumni Services at
918-458-2143, email: alumni@nsuok.edu
or mail: 812 N. Cedar Ave., Tahlequah, OK 74464

Staff celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Branscum Alumni Center: Cami Highers ’05, Cheyhoma
Dugger ’19, Lexi Fields, Maggie Brown, Robin Johnson ‘80, Peggy Glenn ’90, Molly Turner ’14 and ‘18,
Shawna Stanley, and Daniel Johnson ’91 and ’18.
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Okie

NOMADS
Zach ‘13 and Rachael ‘17 Elseman were on track to achieve the
American dream: they had college degrees, steady jobs and a nice
house on a quiet street.

Then one day they quit their jobs, rented out their house and moved into
a bus.
It’s not a traditional step up the ladder, but the Elsemans are living their
dream. They work part-time remote jobs, and they spend the rest of their
time living adventurously as they travel around the United States.
GETTING STARTED. Zach graduated from Inola High School and earned
a bachelor’s degree in business management from Northeastern State
University in 2013. After earning his college diploma, he got a job doing
accounting and finance for Talking Leaves Job Corps in Tahlequah.
“I kind of was following that typical, this is what you’re supposed to do
thing of buying the house, having the car and living on a quiet street in an
old neighborhood, and I still wasn’t really happier than I was before I had
all that stuff,” he said.
Then he met the woman who would eventually become his wife and travel
partner.
Rachael, a graduate of Bixby High School, earned a bachelor’s degree
from Oklahoma State University, and worked a few jobs before moving
to Tahlequah in 2014. She worked in NSU’s business office while taking
classes for her Master of Business Administration.
“Once we met, we kind of realized that we both enjoyed traveling a lot and
wanted to turn traveling into a full-time deal,” she said.
They started following a budget and putting as much money into a savings
account as they could. While they were dating, they bought a bus, splitting
the cost in half.
Zach said at that point they realized they were headed for marriage and a
life on the road.
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“We spent two years working on the bus, and just as we had extra money
we would work on the bed platform or the kitchen area and then getting
seats,” Rachael said. “We just kind of slowly pieced it together, and then
once we felt comfortable with where we were at financially, we quit our
jobs and hit the road.”
They loaded up and took off on April 1, 2018.

“We set a date probably six months out,” Zach said. “We just said on that
day, regardless of what our bank account looks like or regardless of jobs or
what we’re doing, we’re going to pack up and we’re going to go.”
LIVING THE DREAM. When the couple first set out, they were living out
of their savings account and picking up odd jobs they found along their
way. It turns out, finding those odd jobs was more difficult than they had
anticipated.

A couple of months into their travels, they pulled into Flagstaff, Arizona
to volunteer for Overland Expo, an event designed to inspire and educate
travelers like themselves. Volunteering led to long-term jobs they could do
from anywhere. Rachael manages the website and fields customer service
questions, while Zach manages the event volunteers.
The part-time, remote jobs allow them to contribute to savings and
retirement accounts while maintaining their nomad lifestyle.
“Without having the expense of a car payment and insurance and a house
payment, our take home income—even though it’s just a part-time job—
feels the same as when we were working full time,” Rachael said.
While the pay feels similar, Zach said there’s a significant improvement in
their quality of life.
“We can work three or four hours a day, and then go hike for five or six
hours, and it’s not a big deal,” he said.
Beyond the time available for fun, Zach said their flexible lifestyle also
means they’re a lot less stressed.
“When I was rushing back from my lunch break to get back to my 9-to-5
desk job, a flat tire would really inconvenience me and almost just ruin my
day,” he said.
In contrast, their current lifestyle provides the flexibility to address issues
as they come up without the stress of an already lengthy to-do list.
“There’s nobody blowing up our phones trying to figure out where we are,”
Zach said. “We’re just working and doing a good job and being able to
enjoy our lifestyle the rest of the time.”
This doesn’t mean the couple is immune to difficulties; it’s just easier for
them to take difficult situations in stride.
“We had bus issues along the way,” Rachael said. “I have a food allergy,
and we ran into food allergies along the way, but all those things are going
to happen regardless of where you are and what you’re doing. You’re going
to have to fix your car. I’m going to have issues eating wherever. They just
seem so much smaller, I guess.”
Zach and Rachael haven’t just changed how they spend their time and
how they manage stress; they’re also more aware of how they spend their
money. While the basic principles of budgeting haven’t changed, Zach said
they have ended the lifestyle of keeping up with the Joneses that he had
fallen into after college graduation.

“We’ve met people from all over the world and have had conversations
with people that we never would have met otherwise,” Rachael said.
Those interactions have refreshed their idea that there are good people
everywhere.
“When you grow up in a middle upper class house, and you go to a regional
university in the central United States, you’re so protected from culture and
civilization outside of your little bubble,” Zach said.
The couple said it seems like they have friends all over the world who
inspire them to keep finding adventures. So, for now, that’s what they’ll do.

DREAMING OF A LIFE
ON THE ROAD?
Zach and Racheal have a few words of
encouragement for anyone inspired by
their adventure.
1. Decide what you want to do.
“Within reason, you can do whatever you want,” Zach said. “If
you want to live out of a pickup truck, and go see all 50 states,
the only thing stopping you is you being negative and not
believing you can do it.”

2. Stop talking yourself out of it.
“It’s so simple, and it seems so complicated,” Zach said. “We talk
ourselves into these reasons why we can’t.”

3. Find an online job.
“If you can do a job in an office, someone wants you to do that
job online so they don’t have to pay somebody to sit in an office,”

“I was making more money than I’d ever made, and I was spending more
money than I’d ever spent,” he said. “I think that’s the mindset that so many
of us get caught up in.”

Zach said.

While Rachael was working at NSU, part of her responsibilities included
financial counseling and helping students understand budgeting decisions.
She said those budgeting abilities are key to making their lifestyle work.

“If you’re smart with your money and you make a plan, you can

“If you don’t pay attention to the finances, it’s really easy to run into a
coffee shop or run into Walmart, or order this thing on Amazon,” Rachael
said. “The more you’re paying attention to that budget and actually
following it, it allows you to stay on the road longer.”
FINDING ADVENTURE. The Elsemans are a year into their goal to visit all
50 states in three years. The first year was dedicated to the western half of
the United States, the second year will be spent in the eastern half of the
country and the third year will lead them to Alaska and Hawaii.

4. Make a budget and stick to it.
do whatever you want,” Zach said. “It’s just a matter of doing it.”

FOLLOW THE ADVENTURE
OkieNomads.com
Facebook.com/OkieNomads
YouTube.com/OkieNomads
Instagram: @OkieNomads

With the big picture plans set, Rachael will dive into research looking for
free campgrounds and things the couple might want to see in each state.
They’ll set a loose plan and start driving.
“If we get there and something changes or we really like somewhere,
we’ll stay for a few extra days or stay for a week and change our plans
accordingly,” Zach said.
While the Elsemans have seen a lot of beautiful scenery during their
travels, Montana ranks as a current favorite. They said their favorite part of
their lifestyle is the people they’ve had the opportunity to meet.
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LARRY ADAIR LECTURESHIP SERIES

5 LESSONS

FROM STEVE INSKEEP’S
LECTURE AT NSU

The host of NPR’s “Morning Edition” and author
of "Jacksonland: President Andrew Jackson,
Cherokee Chief John Ross, and a Great American
Land Grab" was the speaker for the 2019 Larry
Adair Lectureship on Feb. 18.
If you were disappointed you missed it, we’ve
shared a few highlights of the lecture below.

1.

Inkseep describes his book as a story of two
men –Andrew Jackson and John Ross
-- and American Democracy during a period of
ruthless politics.
“Andrew Jackson—not too well regarded today—
but in his own time and for a long time after was
regarded as a hero, a man who rose to power at a
time when the political system was opening up.
It’s my respectful suggestion that John Ross—and
the Cherokee Nation that he represented—also
added significantly to American democracy and
to our democratic tradition in their battle against
Andrew Jackson.”

interest in the subject was sparked
2. Inskeep’s
in his junior high history class.
“One of the reasons that I got on this subject was
because the Trail of Tears is one of the few really
specific things that I can remember from junior
high school history. There wasn’t a lot, there was a
page or two. It was the kind of visceral story even
though it was so brief, that sticks with you when
you’re a kid: this story of Indians who had taken on
the culture of white people and who lived in farm
houses and tilled the land and developed their
economy and dressed like their white neighbors,
but who were regarded as different and soldiers
came to their door and bayoneted them out onto
the road and many of them died.”
Indians out of white settlements was
3. Moving
a major theme of Jackson’s career, but that
underlines how long the Cherokees lasted
in place.

“They battled through the political system,
through the developing American political
system, for more than 20 years before they were
finally defeated. Even at the end, they managed
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to improve the terms somewhat. They added
dramatically to our democratic tradition and John
Ross was central to that.”
and the Cherokees used a policy that was
4. Ross
intended to hold them back as a way to move
forward.

“The founding fathers had offered civilization
as a means to humanely pacify and displace the
Indians. The idea was that if natives turned to
farming they wouldn’t need as much land as they
did for hunting, and suddenly there would be a lot
of real estate. They wanted humanely to displace
the Indians.”
“The Cherokees accepted the offer and used
it to strengthen themselves in place. The 1827
constitution claimed for Cherokees a permanent
place in the American union—when it became
apparent what the Cherokees were doing, white
leaders were shocked. Cherokees were acting like
the federal Indian policy meant what it said rather
than what it meant.”
Ross proposed that the Cherokees should
5. John
be a state of their own, and then he led the way
for that to happen.

“John Ross was president of the constitutional
convention which chose to begin its work on a date
whose symbolism nobody could miss, July 4, 1827.
As presiding officer, Ross held the same position
at the Cherokee Constitutional Convention that
George Washington held in the meetings that
produced the U.S. Constitution 40 years earlier.
Like Washington, Ross soon afterward became the
first leader to be chosen under the basic law whose
creation he had just overseen.”

want to know more?
Watch the full lecture on the
Northeastern State University
Facebook page, or check out
Inskeep’s book “Jacksonland:
President Andrew Jackson,
Cherokee Chief John Ross, and
a Great American Land Grab."

about steve inskeep
Inskeep was hired by NPR in 1996,
covering that year’s presidential
primary in New Hampshire. He
went on to cover the Pentagon, the
Senate and the 2000 presidential
campaign of George W. Bush.
After the September 11, 2001,
attacks, he covered the war in
Afghanistan, turmoil in Pakistan,
and the war in Iraq. In 2003, he
received a National Headliner
Award for investigating a military
raid gone wrong in Afghanistan.
He has twice been part of NPR
News teams awarded the Alfred I.
duPont-Columbia University Silver
Baton for coverage of Iraq.

About the Larry Adair
Lectureship Series
Friends and family of former
Oklahoma Speaker of the House,
the Honorable Larry Adair and the
NSU Foundation established the
Larry Adair Lectureship Series in
2004 to create an annual forum
to engage students in politics,
government and public policy.

Light and learning in

Little Wound
Research and outreach led three Northeastern State University College of
Education faculty and seven NSU education students to South Dakota
last year.

The most interesting part of the trip, according to Benn-Duke, was
experiencing how students of all ages and grade levels, including those who
attend an alternative high school, engage in the robotics materials.

Barbara Fuller, instructor of teacher education and director of Robotics
Academy of Critical Engagement, and Dr. Samantha Benn-Duke, assistant
professor of curriculum and instruction, wrote and received a Faculty
Research Grant, which allowed them to lead an exploratory trip to the Pine
Ridge Reservation and Little Wound School District.

“Our undergrads, who worked closely with the students, were not necessarily
surprised by the students’ engagement but were motivated and challenged
to help make these kinds of lessons more accessible to students in a remote
location with a high rate of poverty.”

Last fall, Fuller, Benn-Duke, Dr. Jodi Rachel Green, assistant professor of
teacher education, and seven students set out to begin collaboration of
research and educational opportunities between NSU and the Lakota Sioux
tribe in Little Wound.
Benn-Duke said they designed the study to be an immersive experience for a
group of selected teacher candidate participants.
“The objectives for the study were to better prepare our teacher candidates
to work with ethnically, culturally and socioeconomically diverse students
and to contribute to a shallow body
of research related to teacher
candidates, STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math) lessons and their interconnectivity to diverse students,
specifically Native American
students,” Benn-Duke said.
The trip allowed students and faculty
to present STEAM initiatives to the
Little Wound School, attend culture
sessions with their Lakota spiritual
adviser and begin the development of
a collaboration between NSU and the
Lakota in Little Wound.

Tabitha McIntyre, who received her Bachelor of Science in elementary
education this May, visited Little Wound with the purpose of learning more
about the Lakota Sioux culture and their education system on the reservation.
“The invitation to Little Wound gave the opportunity for me to teach in a
classroom there with the subject of STEAM.” She said. “I, along with my
teaching partner Kristy Mar, taught science and math with rubber band race
cars and stomp rockets.”
McIntyre said she was surprised to learn that school counselors in Little
Wound help with more than just classroom topics.
“I love how there are counselors at the school that help students with spiritual,
emotional and educational needs that are in line with their tribal beliefs.” She
said. “We were able to sit with one of the spiritual advisers and ask about the
climate of the reservation. It was heartbreaking to know the suicide rates and
spiritual impacts from outside influences and alcoholism.
In addition to teaching students and working with teachers, the faculty and
staff recruited Little Wound students, utilizing a recruitment video made
by NSU Native students and targeting Little Wound students specifically.
Additionally, the team provided the students with information about the strong
support that NSU offers its Native students, including programs through the
Native American Student Center and the Center for Tribal Studies.
Students who attended the research trip included five undergraduate
education majors: McIntyre, Candice Yohcum, Mollie Hearn, Karissa Pierson
and KD Scruggs, and two graduate students, Kristy Mar and Nikki Jones.
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RiverHawks Scholar
Program celebrates
first year, looks
forward to expanding
In May 2018, Northeastern State University
joined Lead Learn Live to create the
RiverHawks Scholar Program, the first of its
kind in Oklahoma. This program provides an
inclusive four-year post-secondary certificate
opportunity for students with intellectual and/
or developmental disabilities.

thousands, of candidates for our program.”

LLL made an initial donation and through
a memorandum of understanding with the
university, the organization committed to
additional donations over the next three years
to make the program sustainable.

The RiverHawks Scholar Program began with
the first cohort of five students in August 2018.

Justin Chase, director of the RiverHawks
Scholar Program, and Ivy Atkism, program
coordinator, worked closely together, along
with many university support systems and
LLL, to get the program up and running.
Chase said this transition program is
something Oklahoma needed.
“Around the state there’s about 515 public
school districts, not counting private and
online schools like Epic, and in each district
there are at least a few students on an
Individualized Education Program or an IEP
for individuals with intellectual disabilities,”
Chase said. “There are hundreds, potentially
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The program is based on four pillars:
independent living, social skills, academics
and career readiness; with the ultimate goal
for the scholars being to live independently
and be gainfully employed in something they
enjoy after they complete the program.

Among those first five students was Sarah
Parrack, from Tulsa. Her mother, Rebecca
Bostian Parrack, said their family was excited
to have a four-year college opportunity
available in Oklahoma.
“It was nice to have a program so close to
home, just over an hour away,” Bostian
Parrack said. “Most of the programs in this
region of the country are two-year programs;
so a four-year program that includes focus on
academics, independent living, social skills
and career development is fantastic.”
Bostian Parrack said she was impressed by the
makeup and small class sizes at NSU.
“It is a comprehensive university but not
overwhelming in size and has a very collegiate

Sara Parrack met with Congressman Hern
at the 2019 Buddy Walk on Washington.

and beautiful campus.”
Bostian Parrack said her daughter had
always planned to attend college, even from
a young age.
“She watched two older brothers pursue
academic subjects and go away to college,”
she said. “The transition of her being away
at college was much like that of her brothers;
as a parent you always miss your student and
hope that all is okay. Sarah’s dream is to have
a job and live independently and this program
is a huge step towards that happening. And, as
you can imagine, letting go is not always easy,
but is important in supporting her goals.”
Parrack said she loves being at NSU.
“It has been a great year. I love my classes and
teachers and like living in the dorm,” she said.
“I really like my job in the library this semester
too. It has been fun to get to know people and
go to the FIT (RiverHawk Wellness Center) and
campus activities.”
Parrack says her favorite class is English
reading, because she loves what they work on.
“I like going to class, using Blackboard, and
turning all my homework in on time,” she said.
College life for a RiverHawks
Scholar. Each scholar begins their week
by meeting with their student assistant
on Sunday evening for a financial literacy
class and personal health class. During the
evenings, student assistants help the scholars
develop a routine by encouraging hygiene
habits and setting their alarms. Each class
morning, the student assistants make sure
each scholar has gotten up with their alarm
and that they are focusing on their hygiene
and getting to class.
Each semester, scholars take two traditional
college classes along with one program class
that Chase and Atkism teach. They also spend
six hours with tutors throughout their week.
Though scholars are attending traditional
classes, they have their own curriculum
based on their individual needs.
During their second semester of freshmen
year, the scholars begin an internship or job
placement on campus, which most attend
every day.
Each scholar also has a peer and fitness
mentor they meet with during the week. Peer
mentors gather with their scholars two to
three times a week, forming friendships and
attending campus activities. Fitness mentors

Scholars began their first year in the program, along
with many NSU freshmen, at Rookie Bridge Camp.
meet with the scholars one to three times a
week, depending on the student, and they
encourage physical activities like walking
around campus or going to the fitness center.
As with other students, towards the end
of the semester scholars are tasked with
choosing classes for the next semester. As
part of their program class they must pick
four top choices and then enroll in two that
fit their schedule.
Once the scholars complete their four years
at Northeastern, they are given a certificate
of completion from the RiverHawks
Scholar Program.
Looking to the future. Through
the memorandum of understanding with
LLL, the RiverHawks Scholar Program has
the goal of being certified as a Comprehensive
Transition Program, a federal designation
from the U.S. Department of Education, by
year four. However, program leaders believe
they might be able to tackle this in the
upcoming year. The CTP designation would
allow students to receive federal financial aid
to help them become a RiverHawks Scholar.
The RiverHawks Scholar Program has had
a tremendous first year and anticipates an
even better second year. Chase and Atkism
are hoping to have enough applicants to add
six to eight more students in the fall. The
ultimate goal is to have a total of 40 students
enrolled in the program.
For more information and an application for
the scholar program, visit
www.nsuok.edu/RHScholar.

SARA
PARRACK
Parrack just finished her first year
as a RiverHawks Scholar. During
that time, she represented NSU and
Oklahoma at the 2019 Buddy Walk on
Washington and was recognized by the
National Down Syndrome Society at the
Champions of Change Luncheon with
the National Self-Advocate of the Year
award on March 6.
Parrack is part of the Student Oklahoma
Education Association because she
wants to be a history teacher and help
other students with special needs
learn. She will serve as the NSU chapter
secretary next year. She is also active
in the Baptist Collegiate Ministries and
Wesley Foundation.
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Coming Home
Eckert steps into
NSU football legacy
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T

he Northeastern State University football team
will simultaneously be beginning an era and
returning to a storied tradition this fall.

offensive coordinator at Kilgore College. He has served
as head coach at Garden City Community College and at
Kilgore College.

J. J. Eckert was hired as NSU’s 20th head football coach
in December. He comes to the RiverHawks with 15 years
of head coaching experience at Garden City Community
College and Kilgore College, but he is not new to NSU.

Despite the wins and titles he has collected during his
career, he said he's proudest of the relationships he has
built with players and fellow coaches.

Eckert is a Tahlequah native with deep roots in
Northeastern Oklahoma.
His father, Tom Eckert, was head coach of NSU’s
football team for 16 years. He led the team to 107 wins—
more than any other coach in the university’s history.
While Tom was coaching, J. J. was on the sidelines
soaking it all in.
“My earliest memories of NSU are being a 6 year old
going to football practice,” he said.

As an example, he said he recently received a Pro Bowl
jersey from his former player Lane Johnson, starting
right tackle for the Philadelphia Eagles.
"Seeing the success that young men have been able to
achieve, both academically and athletically, that makes
coaching such a great, great, great job to be part of,"
he said.
Eckert said he feels very honored to be stepping back
on to NSU’s campus as head coach.

He remembers tossing balls around, taking great pride in
being a ball boy and looking up to his heroes on the team.

“I feel awfully honored to be able to have the
opportunity,” he said. "There’s been some unbelievable
coaches who have led this program.”

A few years later, Eckert graduated from Tahlequah
High School and left his hometown to spread his wings
at the University of Central Arkansas. He was only gone
for a year before he returned to attend NSU, but he said
leaving for that short time was one of the best decisions
he ever made.

However, he said stepping into his dad’s old job is not as
easy as it may seem.
“There’s some plusses with the connection and being
able to go back and talk about different guys who have
played in this program as far back as you can go, but
there’s a lot of expectation with that.”

“Leaving for a year gives you a chance to get out and
see life in a different set of eyes because you’re gone
and you’re on your own,” he said. “But, it was also great
to be able to realize what a special place Northeastern
State University is and to realize what a special place
Tahlequah, Oklahoma is and all the things that go along
with this area.”

Knowing the program’s history of success, Eckert said
no one is going to have greater expectations for this role
than him.

J. J. returned to Tahlequah in 1994—the year NSU won
the NAIA national championship. He played on the
team, and his dad was at the helm. J. J. said the talent in
Tahlequah that year was unbelievable.
“I remember that first game here at NSU as a player,
we got beat by Missouri Western and had a playersonly meeting and the next thing you know the team
ended up winning the national championship. It was
pretty powerful.”
As an undergraduate, Eckert played football for NSU for
four years. As a graduate student, he stayed with the
team as a coach for two more years. Looking back, he
said the experience was amazing.
“The unbelievable amount of support that was on
this campus and in this community I thought was
unmatched in small college athletics,” Eckert said. “It
was unbelievable the fan base that you had, the people
that loved to come out and watch a game, and the
support of the program was unmatched.”
Being able to play for his dad made Eckert's experience
at NSU even more meaningful. He said it's rare to move
out as a high school graduate and still get to be around
your parents in a college setting.
"I thought it was a special time," he said. "Obviously
there were some ups and downs in the equation, but I
wouldn't trade it for anything."
After leaving Oklahoma, Eckert dove into coaching as

“I can go back and show you a bunch of years where
this program won a ton of games—I don’t care what
decade that’s in—whether it be the ‘50s or ‘60s or ‘70s
or ‘80s or ‘90s—there have been a bunch of games won
here and in a long stretch of this program’s history.”
That legacy was one of the things Eckert emphasized in
his first conversation with players.
“I think the big thing was really trying to get them to
understand some of the expectations, embracing
tradition, and know what a great institution that they
represent on and off the football field.”

J.J. Eckert
Bachelor of Education
in health and physical
education, NSU, 1997
Master of Science in college
teaching, NSU, 1998

Accomplishments
as head coach:
3 Southwest Junior College
		 Football Conference
		 Championships
6 Postseason Bowl Appearances
22 Academic All-Americans
23 National Junior College
Athletic Association All-Americans

This spring, Eckert has been focused on putting together
a staff to help him lead the team.
“I wanted to make sure that we had a great bunch of
men assembled, that it was more than football, that it
was going to be about helping young men succeed
and helping them on this journey through college and
helping prepare them for life.”
There’s a lot of hard work ahead, but Eckert is
embracing it.
“This isn’t one of these processes that you fix in two
weeks or two months, sometimes it takes two years and
then sometimes you can’t get it done in that time frame,”
he said. “If we can continue to keep our core values in
place and we can make sure that we recruit the right
quality student athletes and we can keep on improving
on what we’re trying to improve on, then we’ll have a
chance to create a great environment, a great culture
and find a way to be competitive in our football program
on a weekly basis.”
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Alumni

CLASS NOTES
Births

00s

‘

Kynlee Jo White, daughter of Kevin
'02 and Kim (Thomas) '06 White,
was born on February 26, 2019.
Sunny Louise Childers, daughter of
Rory '04 and Emmy Childers, was
born on December 17, 2018.
Sheridan Rae Maddox, daughter of
*Mac '05 and Shannon Maddox, was
born on January 21, 2019.
Baker Scott Downing, son of Jeremy
and Lindsey (Niles) '05 Downing, was
born on January 3, 2019.
Jacob Fisher, son of Mike Fisher and
Carrie Underwood '05 was born on
January 21, 2019.
Tilly Fay Garde, daughter of Josh and
Heather (Wilkinson) '07 Garde, was
born on December 4, 2018.
Beauden Harvey Golden, son of Colt
and Taryn '07 Golden, was born on
November 28, 2018.
Scarlett Louise Edwards, daughter of
Todd '08 and Jamie Edwards, was
born on February 8, 2019.
Tristan River Mathews, son of Josh '09
and Eva (Wakefield) '08 Matthews,
was born on March 5, 2019.
Embry Remington Butler, daughter
of Nicholaus '09 and Erin (Asher)
'08 Butler, was born on September
11, 2018.

Richard Harrington '59, of Pryor,
passed away March 30, 2019.

Josie Stanley-Reiter '97, of Oklahoma
City, passed away February 3, 2019.

Director for Northeastern Oklahoma
Regional Alliance.

Joe Ethridge '59, of Leonard, passed
away January 11, 2019.

‘

00s

‘

60s

Bradley Witten '05, of Wagoner,
passed away March 7, 2019.

Kristopher Copeland '01 was named
the Tulsa Community College West
Provost.

*Ronald Evans '60 and '64, of
Collinsville, passed away April 5, 2019.

Ashley Pryor '06, of Broken Arrow,
passed away January 26, 2019.

Dewey Spyres '62, of Marble City,
passed away November 23, 2018.

‘

Aletha Otten '65, of Tahlequah, passed
away October 18, 2018.

Rocky Culwell '13, of Keota, passed
away February 3, 2019.

10s

*Hubert Oakley '65, of Monument,
Colorado, passed away August 5, 2018.
Judith Dryden Burnham '66, of
Austin, Texas, passed away November
11, 2018.
Carolyn McElroy '66, of Caledonia,
Minnesota, passed away January 3,
2019.

70s

‘

*Althea Jean Franklin '70, of
Tahlequah, passed away January 2,
2019.
Robert Michael Lively '71, of Sapulpa,
passed away on March 15, 2019.
Gregory Boswood '75, of Watts,
Arkansas, passed away December 6,
2018.
Rita Watson '76, of Muskogee, passed
away October 13, 2018.
Conrad Bergschneider '77, of Tulsa,
passed away October 17, 2018.

80s

Milestones
60s

‘

David Kisner '62, Ron Cox '64 and
'70, Jim Chastain '65, and Elbert
Mutzig '66 and '80, as part of the 1958
THS Tennis Team, were inducted into
the Tahlequah Athletics Hall of Fame
on February 9, 2019.
‘

70s

Leroy Qualls '79 and '87 was inducted
into the Tahlequah Athletics Hall of
Fame.
‘

80s

Steve Howard '82 was inducted into
the Coweta Baseball Hall of Fame.
‘

90s

Lisa Billy '90 was appointed as
Secretary of Native American Affairs
for the State of Oklahoma.

Poppy Fletcher, daughter of Aaron
and *Kristy (Huffman) '08 and '13
Fletcher, was born on March 30, 2019.

‘

‘

10s

Dorothy Gallegly '80, of Heavener,
passed away February 21, 2019.

Greg Barnes '94 and '07 was inducted into the Tahlequah Athletics Hall
of Fame.

Jettie Brodrick, son of Jeff and
Savannah (Hamilton) '11 Brodrick,
was born on February 25, 2019.

Beverly Sue Patterson '80, of
Claremore, passed away January 20,
2019.

Michele McNaughton '94 is a Labor
and Employment Attorney for the
United States Air Force.

Grant Lawson McKinney, son of
Thomas '13 and Kimberlyn McKinney,
was born on November 21, 2018.

Andrew Heaton '81, of Tahlequah,
passed away October 16, 2018.

Larry Vickers '95 is the Fort Gibson
Municipal Court Judge.

Jimmy Dale Sanders '83, of Sayre,
passed away December 4, 2018.

Leslie Crow '97 is a Health Educator
for the Wewoka Indian Health
Center.

Case Bennett Capps, son of Kip and
Tabitha '13 Capps, was born on
February 23, 2019.

Memoriam

Dr. Dennis McClary '80, of Tulsa,
passed away March 25, 2019.

Frank Marcum '83, of Tulsa, passed
away January 19, 2019.
Christopher Blair '84, of West Monroe, Louisiana, passed away December 17, 2018.
*Gene Arthur Ray '88, of Lawton,
passed away November 10, 2018.

40s

‘

Dr. Gene Watts Slagle '43, of
Shreveport, Louisiana, passed away
February 9, 2019.

John H. King '89, of Hulbert, passed
away March 18, 2019.

50s

*Michael Turner '91 and '98, of Tulsa,
passed away March 24, 2019.

‘

Shirlee Vandier Parman '53, of
Sarasota, Florida, passed away
November 15, 2018.

90s

‘

Jeremy West '93, of Piedmont, passed
away October 19, 2018.

Dr. Lowell Lehman '53, of Tahlequah,
passed away April 10, 2019.

Stephen Heilman '94, of Tulsa,
passed away February 3, 2019.

Dr. George Nolan '58, of Tahlequah,
passed away January 28, 2019.

Nancy Taylor '96, of Fort Smith, Arkansas, passed away January 25, 2019.
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John Rahe '91 is an aviation pilot for
West Horse Group.

*Lisa Turner '97 and '98 is the Executive Director for TARC.
Elizabeth Ridenour '98 is the new
executive editor of the Muskogee
Phoenix.
Kevin Laudner '99 was named
the Dean of Helen and Arthur E.
Johnson Beth-El College of Nursing
and Health Sciences at University of
Colorado-Colorado Springs.

00s

‘

Dave Smith '00 was awarded the 2018
Outstanding High School Jazz Director by the Oklahoma Music Educators
Association.
Josh King '01 was inducted into the
Tahlequah Athletics Hall of Fame.
Lisa Smith '01 is the Executive

Ashley Stephens '02 was awarded the
2018 Investigator of the Year by the
Oklahoma Chapter of the International Association of Arson.
Cassy Stephens '02 was named
the 2018-2019 Heritage Elementary
Teacher of the Year in Tahlequah.
Melissa Cloud '04 is the Web Manager
for Tulsa Community College.
Jayme Nixon '04 was named Hilldale
Public Schools Teacher of the Year in
Muskogee.
Jason Sport '05 is the new Head
Football Coach for Bartlesville High
School.
Forrest Mazey '05 is the new Head
Football Coach for McAlester High
School.
Kimberly Johnson '05 was named
Wagoner Public Schools Teacher of
the Year.
Paul Hix '06 was named Athletic
Director and Head Football Coach for
Hennessey Public Schools in Okeene,
Oklahoma.
Bonnie Vaughn '07 was named the
Skiatook Intermediate Teacher of
the Year.
*Kristin Eller '08 is an Assistant
Controller at MidCon Energy Partners.
Michael Hooper '08 has a new position at Ace Alloys, LLC.
Elsa (Fraser) Lowe '09 was named
one of the "Native American 40 under
40" award recipients by the National
Center for American Indian
Enterprise Development.
*Erin Feller '09 and '12 is the
Associate Director of Development
for the University of Arkansas
School of Law.
Colby Robertson '09 is an Estate
Planning Attorney at Graft & Walraven, PLLC.

10s

‘

Dr. Trevor Conklin '11 was named
the Young Optometrist of the Year for
2019 by the Oklahoma Association of
Optometry.
Hunter Palmer '12 was selected as a
40 under 40 awardee in the National
Economic Development Profession.
Melissa Harris '12 was named the
2018-2019 Tahlequah High School
Teacher of the Year.
*Jon Ross '13 is a teacher and coach at
College Station Independent School
District in Texas.
Nita Wright '13 and '16 was awarded
Cherokee Elementary Teacher of the
Year in Tahlequah.
Kayla McClure '13 was named the
Ellington Early Childhood Center

Teacher of the Year in Wagoner.
Dustin Reid '14 is an Enterprise
Analyst for Talent Management for
the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.
Camry Woodward '15 is an Academic
Advisor for the University of Texas.
Alixandra Wells '15 is a Pharmacist
at Walmart.
Amber Brunk '16 is the Sexual
Assault Advocate for Help in Crisis in
Tahlequah.
Canaan Duncan '16 was elected to
serve as District 7 Tribal Councilor for
the Cherokee Nation.
Brandy Treagesser '17 is a Public
Health Nurse for Muscogee Creek
Nation Department of Health.
Eric Crawford '17 has been named
the head soccer coach at Georgia
Southwestern.
Tyler Denton '17 is a Development
Officer for the NSU Alumni and
Development Office.
Lizzie Depriest '17 is a Speech-Language Pathologist at Regional West
Medical Center in Scottsbluff, Nebraska.
Lakin Girdner '18 is a Data Entry
Coordinator at Woodland Research
Northwest.
Alisha Fletcher '18 was selected for
the 2019-2020 Newman Civic Fellows
by Campus Connect.
Hillary Reese '18 is a Tax Auditor at
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts.
Ciarra Hankins '18 is a Field Marketing Specialist at Buffalo Wild Wings.

Weddings
80s

‘

Shari Luper '87 and Craig Philpot
were married on August 18, 2018.

00s

‘

Annie Fuller '07 and Jay Milinichik
were married on November 4, 2018.

10s

‘

Steven English '15 and Abby Hanigan
’03 and ‘13 were married on March
23, 2019.
Brian West '18 and Maggie Falley '16
and '18 were married on December
29, 2018.

Anniversaries
70s

‘

*Ralph Williams '70 and *Karen
(Baker) Williams '71, celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on January
26, 2019.
*Denotes Life Members of the Alumni Association

RON GENE EVANS
Ronald Gene Evans, retired teacher and coach,
passed away April 5, 2019, at the age of 81. He
served in many capacities over the years at
Northeastern State University, including the
chairman of the Nifty Fifties Alumni group.

Evans was named Distinguished Alumnus for
Northeastern State University in 2009 and was
named a Centurion in 2015. He also served as the
president of the NSU Alumni Association Board of
Directors in 2006.

Born and raised in Collinsville, Evans graduated
from Collinsville High School in 1955. He
continued his education at NSU earning a Bachelor
of Science in education in 1960 and a master’s in
education in 1964. He followed his passion for
teaching and began his career as a teacher and
coach for the girl’s basketball team. Evans moved
to California, taught, and coached for many years
before returning to Collinsville to retire.

Evans was active within his community and NSU
after his retirement. He was involved with the
City of Collinsville and the Collinsville School
System. He was the president of the Chamber
of Commerce and the Collinsville Education
Foundation and organized the Collinsville Nifty
Fifties alumni group. He never missed a sporting
event and if he wasn’t wearing green and white at
NSU, he was wearing red and black for Collinsville.

DR. LOWELL LEHMAN
Dr. Lowell Lehman, retired Jazz instructor at
Northeastern State University, died April 10, 2019, at
the age of 86. Lehman was born in Tempe, Arizona
on May 28, 1932, the fourth of nine children. When
Lehman was in the third grade, his family moved
to Tahlequah. He graduated from Tahlequah High
School, where we met the love of his life, Janelle,
and married her on June 1, 1954. He and Janelle had
three children, Becky, Len and Paul.
Lehman graduated from Northeastern State
University in 1953 with a bachelor’s degree in
education. He also earned his masters of music
education from the University of Tulsa in 1960.
He later continued his education with a doctor of
philosophy in music education in 1980 from the
University of Oklahoma.
Lehman taught music in Anderson, Missouri and
Muskogee before becoming a professor at NSU.
He taught at NSU from 1966 until his retirement
in 1996. While at NSU, he founded the Muskogee
Jazz Festival as well as NSU’s Green Country Jazz
Festival, which attracts high school and college
bands from surrounding states. Lehman brought

national acts to campus including Doc Severinsen,
Buddy Rich and Woody Herman to headline over
the 50-year history. He also played in the Shangri La
Orchestra in Grove. He performed with many great
musicians over the years, including Guy Lombardo,
Pat Boone and Kay Starr. Lehman was a lifetime
member of the NSU Alumni Association and served
as the Board President in 1994. In celebration of
NSU’s Centennial Founder’s Day Celebrations in
2009, Lehman was named one of 100 Centurions,
awarded to those who have made an impact at NSU.
He was also awarded the NSU Alumni Association
Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2010. Lehman
was involved with the American Indian Alumni
Chapter, Bagley Hall Alumni, Marching Band, the
Fast Forties Alumni Chapter, Kappa Kappa Psi and
the Northeastern Oklahoma Symphony.
Lehman was a Mason, Shriner, and president of the
Tulsa Chapter of the English Speaking Union. He
served on many music and education boards, and
was president of the student member organization
of the Music Educators National Conference.

DR. MICHAEL D. TURNER
Michael D. Turner, Ed.D., passed away
unexpectedly Sunday, March 24, 2019, at the
age of 52. Turner served in many capacities
over the years, but most were in the field of
higher education. He was a graduate of PerkinsTryon High School in 1986, Northeastern State
University in 1991 with a bachelor in Industrial
Technology, as well as a Master of Science in
student services management in 1998. He also
completed a doctor of education degree in
educational leadership strategies at Oklahoma
State University.
Turner served as the director of Admissions and
Prospective Student Recruitment at OSU-IT;
chief of staff – Office of the President at NSU;
vice president for Student Affairs and dean of
students at Rogers State University; president of

Southeastern Oklahoma State University; and
a special education teacher with Tulsa Public
Schools. Turner is a co-founder of Project Special
Courage in Tulsa and most recently served as the
veterans liaison Officer at Southern Nazarene
University in Tulsa. He was very proud of his
military service as an artillery officer in the U.S.
Marine Corps., serving for eight years, achieving
the rank of Captain.
While Turner attended Northeastern State, he
was a member of the NSU cheerleading squad,
a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity and
involved with Rookie Bridge Camp. He served on
the NSU Alumni Association Board of Directors
for many years and was a Life Member of the
NSU Alumni Association.
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SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

NSU inducts six into Athletics Hall of Fame

Highlighted at the 2019 Northeastern State
University’s Athletics Hall of Fame was NSU’s
all-time winningest women's basketball coach,
Dr. Randy Gipson, and Jasmine Webb, the first
NCAA All-American. Enshrined as Class XXXIV
were Gipson, Webb, Russell Knowles, William
"Bo" White and Brad Risenhoover.
Gipson was the women's basketball coach at
NSU from 1999 until his retirement in 2017.
During that time Gipson had 14 winning
seasons, won over 60% of his games and
amassed 315 victories. During his career, he led
NSU to seven NCAA tournaments—including
two Sweet 16 appearances, was honored seven
times as conference Coach of the Year, coached
40 All-Conference student-athletes and two
All-Americans (Jasmine Webb & Taylor Lewis).
Prior to his stint at NSU, Gipson was the head
women's basketball coach at Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M for 11 seasons and was inducted
into its Hall of Fame in 2016.

Webb was Northeastern State's first female
basketball NCAA All-American. Honored by
the Women's Basketball Coaches Association
(WBCA) in 2011, Webb capped a stellar four-year
NSU career where she helped her team win
85 games. She was a three-time All-Lone Star
Conference performer and was the LSC North
Player of the Year in 2010. Webb graduated from
NSU in 2011 with a degree in accounting.
Russell G. Knowles was a four-year letterman
for NSU in football (1974-1977) where he started
all four seasons. He was the offensive captain for
NSU in 1977 as a lineman and earned 1st Team
All-Oklahoma Intercollegiate Conference and
1st Team All-District IX honors in 1975, 1976 and
1977. Knowles was selected to the NAIA AllAmerica Honorable Mention squad during his
sophomore and senior seasons. After earning
his degree from NSU in 1980, Knowles spent
more than 30 years with the U.S. Postal Service.
William "Bo" White was a two-year starter and
letterman for the NSU
men's soccer program
in 2011 and 2012. After
transferring to NSU
from Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M, White
earned National Soccer
Coaches Association
of America (NSCAA)
All-Region honors
as a junior in 2011. A
year later, White was

BASEBALL

Ryan Helsley promoted to Majors by St. Louis Cardinals
Former Northeastern State University
pitcher Ryan Helsley earned his Major
League Baseball call up on April 16 by the St.
Louis Cardinals.
Helsley, who is in his fifth year in
professional baseball, was selected in the
fifth round of the 2015 MLB First-Year Player
Draft by the Cardinals organization. He
is the second player from NSU and one of
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Brad Risenhoover was a four-year member of
the NSU men's golf team from 2001-2006. He
was a two-time All-America choice (2002 &
2006) and helped Northeastern State to four
NCAA Tournaments while leading the team
as its Most Valuable Player three of his four
seasons. He was the 2006 Lone Star Conference
Player of the Year and during his career, NSU
was ranked in the Top 25 nationally. His scoring
average of 71.41 in 2006 is a school record, and
he shot the NSU low round of 64 which still
remains the record.
Dr. Dan R. Fuller was recognized as
Northeastern State's Spirit of Excellence
recipient for 2019. Fuller spent 48 years as a
faculty member at NSU, 34 of those full-time, in
three different departments (Health & Physical
Education, Teacher Education and Psychology).
In addition to the teaching duties, Fuller served
as men's intramural director, assistant football
coach and member of the NSU Radio Network
for several years. Fuller was honored as one of
the original Centurions at NSU in 2009. He also
officiated high school football for 29 years and
was awarded three state championship games.

Bertrand

Boyd

Berrong

several from the Cherokee Nation to play for
a Major League Baseball organization.
The local Tahlequah product has made two
starts this season for the Memphis Redbirds
in Triple A. In five seasons of minor league
action Helsley posted a 27-9 record with 368
strikeouts in 345 innings of work.
Helsley quickly made his Cardinals debut on
the same day in Milwaukee, where he struck
out four batters, and recorded his first
major league hit.
Helsley pitched for the RiverHawks from
2014-15 where he made 21 starts and
compiled a 14-8 record. In 2015, he was fifth
in the nation in strikeouts per nine innings
(13.4) and led the MIAA with 95 punch-outs.
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selected 1st Team All-America by the NSCAA
and 1st Team Daktronics All-America for NCAA
Division II. He was the Central Region Player of
the Year, the MIAA Player of the Year and helped
NSU to a No. 11 national ranking and 13 wins,
which were the most in school history at that
time. White graduated from NSU in 2014.

RECORDS BROKEN

Northeastern State University saw three
athletics records fall in the spring. In women’s
basketball, Joi Bertrand broke the program
single season blocks record with 80, besting
the previous mark by 21 which was held since
1990. In softball, Maddie Boyd became the
first RiverHawks player to reach 200 hits.
Dustin Berrong became the NSU baseball
strikeout king on March 30 after recording his
218th punch-out against Southwest Baptist.

SOFTBALL

In chase for record, Northeastern State’s Maddie Boyd keeps swinging
By: Rachel Stark-Mason – NCAA

The little girl
clutched a hairbrush
with both hands
and cocked it back
over one shoulder,
her eyes settled on
her father a few
feet away and the
pair of wadded
socks he held in
place of a ball. She
was too young
and too small to
swing a real bat at
a real softball, as
she had seen her
older sisters do at
the fields in their
hometown of Chelsea, Oklahoma. But even at 3 years old,
Maddie Boyd wanted to play. In a few years, she’d don a
helmet and swing for the fences, and eventually, she’d hit
so many softballs that she’d send her name soaring toward
record books. Before those days would come, though, her
father’s hairbrush-and-socks version of batting practice
nurtured Boyd’s interest in the game. It would grow into a
long, lasting love.
At 5, Boyd joined a youth team in Chelsea. Soon after, she
moved on to travel teams in Tulsa. She missed her friends’
birthday parties and summer gatherings at the lake. Softball
always came first. In high school, she blossomed into a
skilled hitter and second baseman who attracted attention
from college coaches. She yearned to keep playing and
realized her softball days didn’t have to end with high
school graduation.
She chose Northeastern State University in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, about an hour and a half from home. She
earned the starting spot at second base and became the
team’s leader at bat. Her freshman season passed, then her
sophomore, then her junior, and by the time she approached
her senior season, she carried a 3.1 GPA, was on track for a
degree in psychology and was on the cusp of becoming the
first softball player in school history to join the 200-hits club.
Everything was going according to plan.
Then life threw a curveball.
A couple of months before the start of her senior season,
Boyd learned she was pregnant. Fear, shock and uncertainty
flooded in. She was painfully close to ending her college
career as she had dreamed, her name etched in the record
book, her diploma in hand. But in those moments, she
questioned whether those dreams were still attainable. Her
priorities were forced to shift; it was time to focus on a new
little girl.
Softball, for once, would have to wait.
Clay Davis remembers getting the call in December, just
before winter break. Boyd, one of his captains, wanted to
talk. They met in the RiverHawks locker room, where the
senior softball player shared her news. She was due in July.
For a few moments, the two sat in silence as Davis

processed the words. As a coach, he cared deeply for all
his players, but Boyd always had been special. She was
the first player in the batting cage in the morning, the last
one to leave at night. He remembered the first time he saw
her play, before he joined the Northeastern State coaching
staff, when he was the coach of an Oklahoma high school
team that competed against Boyd’s. His team had an elite
pitcher who gave nearly every player trouble, but Boyd was
the rare batter who could handle her. Davis remembered
that hitting prowess when he became the coach of the
RiverHawks the next year; he wanted Boyd on his team.
The news of her pregnancy didn’t change that. Boyd
was a part of their softball family, and they weren’t
going anywhere.
“We’re going to be here for you,” Davis told her, “whether
that means you ever play softball again or not.”
We’re going to support you. We’re going to love you. We’re
going to make sure you have everything you need to be
prepared, the coach explained. “We’ll cross the softball
platform when it gets closer.”
It was just what Boyd needed to hear. “I was thinking
at that point I was done because I didn’t really think he
would want me to come back after having a child,” she
says. “I thought he would just give up on me, and he
definitely didn’t.”
Throughout the spring, Boyd watched her team’s practices
and traveled to games until sitting on a bus became too
uncomfortable. Then, on July 28, 2017, she gave birth to a
baby girl. She named her Nevi.
Immediately, Boyd’s support system swooped in. Her
parents, John and Angie, stayed in her apartment in
Tahlequah as she adjusted to life as a new mom. Her three
older sisters visited often. Her teammates popped in to
babysit when Boyd needed to study. Nevi’s father and his
family also cared for Nevi often.
Even as she juggled the exhausting responsibilities of
motherhood with her schoolwork — she was determined
to graduate in May — Boyd felt a familiar tug pulling her
back to softball. She battled worries that holding on to that
dream was selfish now. But at the same time, she hoped it
would be an example her daughter would someday follow.
“I know she’s too young to understand it now, but I wanted
to show her if you love something and you’ve worked hard
for it, don’t give up on it just because things get tough,”
Boyd says. “She kind of motivated me to try and see if I
could come back.”
Boyd recovered for six weeks after Nevi’s birth, then began
her return to physical activity. “I could tell before I even
started practicing again that it was going to be a lot more
difficult to get back in shape,” she recalls. Her body had
changed, and suddenly things weren’t coming as naturally
on the field. The slow process tested Boyd’s patience.
Still, she worked her way back into the starting lineup for
the start of her fifth season. Boyd was just 31 hits shy from
becoming the first RiverHawks player to join the career
200-hits club when, in the second weekend of the season,
she received another curveball.

Playing second base in a tournament at Oklahoma Christian,
a hitter bunted, and Boyd rotated to cover first base. Her
teammate fielded the bunt and threw it to Boyd, who
reached out to catch it just as the runner collided with her,
jamming her arm backward. Boyd fell to the turf in agony.
“Her left arm was going in three different ways it
shouldn’t,” Davis says. “It was one of the most grotesque
things I had ever seen as a coach in my 20 years. My heart
just sank for her.”
She had broken her wrist in two places and dislocated her
elbow. The injury would require surgery, and she’d miss the
rest of the season. Surely, Boyd thought in devastation, this
was the end of her softball career. She assumed she had
exhausted her college eligibility.
But then she learned that, given her circumstances, she
could come back for a sixth year. Boyd asked her coach to
get the paperwork started, telling him: “I didn’t come all this
way not to finish.”
After giving birth and overcoming an injury, Boyd was
determined to end her softball career on her terms. She
began her final season well-poised to become Northeastern
State’s career hits leader.
She graduated in spring 2018 with a degree in psychology
and is taking two additional semesters of classes related to
her health and human performance minor.
But more than any lessons she learned in the classroom,
she continues to learn new things about being a mom. “It’s
a whole new world,” Boyd says.
Nevi has become a natural addition to the RiverHawks
softball family. She watches from the stands at games with
Boyd’s parents, dressed in Northeastern State’s green and
white. She bounces around at team meetings in the locker
room. Davis jokes that Nevi has helped put down winter
ryegrass on the field and pull the tarp at 7 a.m. before
practices. Of the first five or six words the toddler learned,
one of them was “ball.”
“We preach family here, and if I’m going to preach it, then
we need to live it,” Davis says. “Nevi is always welcome in
our locker room.”
Boyd’s goals for this season, of course, include meeting that
200-hit mark once and for all. But she also wants to give
back in other ways to the team that has given her so much.
“My main goal is to be a leader and push not only myself
but my team, as well,” she says.
Davis knows Boyd already has given them more than
enough. “She’s one that we’ll be telling stories about for a
long time,” he says. “She’s going to leave here all over our
record books at NSU. But the impact she’s made outside of
just the athletic side — the perseverance and the grit. …
Those are things I can’t teach.”
For Boyd, that perseverance and grit can be traced back to
those early days swinging a hairbrush at wadded socks,
when the seeds for a passion were planted, even when
they were too big for her.
Says Boyd: “I think you should just never give up on what
you love.”

*This story originally appeared in Champion magazine, published quarterly by the NCAA and available online at championmagazine.org. Boyd reached the 200 hits record this season.  
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