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On a Mission:
NSU senior to make Haiti home
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Regardless of the year you graduated from 
Northeastern State University, there are constants 
that keep the bonds between you and your alma 
mater strong. First and foremost is the quality 
education you received at NSU that is valued 
in the eyes of others. We remain committed 
to providing innovative and relevant academic 
programs that meet the ever-changing demands of 
the global workplace by constantly improving the 
multicultural and global educational experience 
of our students and improving their ability to 
compete. Another constant is the friendships 
that are formed, nurtured, and maintained 
well beyond the time spent on our campuses 
in Tahlequah, Muskogee, and Broken Arrow. I 
see evidence of this each time I participate in an 
alumni event. One fi nal constant that unites all of 
us is the iconic symbol of NSU  —Seminary Hall. 
Regardless of the changes in names and faces 
and new and updated facilities, Seminary Hall 
stands as a testament to the vision of the Cherokee 
Nation, and later the State of Oklahoma, to 
improve the circumstances of their respective 
citizenry.

Seminary Hall was dedicated on May 7, 
1889. The Cherokee Advocate reported: “. . . the 
weather was just right – neither sunshine nor 
storm – and just enough wind to make it pleasant. 
Between two and three thousand people were 
present and were counted, among whom were 
representatives of every district in the nation, 
and of every class of our citizens. The procession 
was over a mile long. The Masons, Odd Fellows, 
Sunday Schools of Tahlequah and Eureka, the 
special choir of the occasion, and all the business 
houses of the city were represented – each 
detachment being led by a handsome banner, and 
all the preceded by the Tahlequah Brass Band.” 

On May 7, 2014 at 10 a.m. we will be 
celebrating the 125th anniversary of this campus 
icon. The lamp of learning ignited in the 
wilderness by the Cherokee Nation in 1851, when 
the fi rst Seminary for females opened on May 7 in 
Park Hill, continues to burn brightly at NSU in 
2014. For 163 years we have been lighting the way 
for generations of students and on March 6, 2014 
we marked 105 years as a public institution.

In honor of the 125th Anniversary of 

Seminary Hall, we have established the Light 
the Way Scholarship. Our goal is to have at least 
$125,000 or more by May 7, 2014. As part of 
the celebration we will recognize donors to this 
scholarship. The Light the Way Scholarship fund 
will be used to help students who are experiencing 
a single fi nancial crisis that could not have been 
anticipated or avoided remain in school. Please 
keep in mind these are students who are meeting 
all the admissions and academic requirements 
but due to factors beyond their control, are 
facing what seems to be an impossible situation. 
Certainly, each of us, at one time or another, has 
found ourselves in a situation where we need help 
from others. I ask you to join Penny and me with 
a contribution that will be life changing for the 
next generation of NSU graduates.

Your university is moving forward. In 
February we completed the fi rst ever Campus 
Master Plan. In addition, we recently opened the 
Lesley L. Walls Vision Center at Broken Arrow 
and held a ribbon cutting on April 21 for the new 
occupational therapy program’s Gailey Family 
Living Skills Lab at Muskogee. And, of course, 
our students are active in major community 
outreach programs and spring athletics while 
hundreds are anticipating the fi rst spring 
commencement ceremonies in our wonderful 
new NSU Event Center. I know that all of you 
have a special understanding of the value of your 
experience at an institution with the deep historic 
roots that NSU enjoys. I sincerely hope you 
will join us on May 7 for the 125th Anniversary 
celebration of Seminary Hall and immerse 
yourself once again in the unique heritage of your 
alma mater.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President

Dear Friends:
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My name is Alex Lauderdale and this is 
my NSU story. I’ve been pursuing my college 
education since 2005. You might think I’d have a 
doctorate by now, but I’m just shy of completing 
my master’s degree (December 2014). I hold 
an associate’s degree in criminal justice from 
Connors State College and a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice with a minor in homeland 
security from NSU. Every semester, I have taken 
above the requirement for full-time enrollment. 
So why after nearly nine years am I just now 
completing my masters? In 2006, I enlisted in the 
United States Navy Reserve and was deployed 
to Iraq from 2007 to 2008 and recently to 
Afghanistan from 2013 to 2014. 

My biggest challenge was during my latest 
mobilization to Afghanistan. Graduate classes are 
difficult enough as is, but combining that with 
all the obligations I faced overseas was stressful. 
I’m a First Class Petty Officer and was the lead 
gunner for a convoy security team. Our mission 
was to move people and supplies from point A 
to point B safely across the mountainous and 
war-torn Afghanistan. We moved throughout the 
country with an average mission that spanned 100 

miles and between 18 to 20 hours long—halting 
for security, investigating improvised explosive 
devices and fixing any mechanical malfunctions 
that might occur. When we would arrive at other 
camps or bases, we would sleep in the gun truck, 
on a cot, or on the ground. One mission took us 
from Camp Leatherneck in Helmand Province 
(southern Afghanistan) to Camp Stone in Herat 
Province (western Afghanistan)—nearly 400 
miles away. We made three stops along the way 
gathering a total nine hours of sleep with almost 
54 hours spent convoying over a period of just 
three days. Because we didn’t have replacements 
or someone to swap out positions, I manned that 
machine gun the entire time. This mission also 
took us though the infamous “Devil’s Elbow,” 
reputed as one of the most dangerous areas. In the 
end, we traveled more than a thousand miles safely 
with zero casualties. In addition to these duties 
during my deployment, I also was in charge of 
supply for the 700 sailor battalion. 

At Camp Leatherneck, I maintained 100 
percent inventory of 750 line items totaling 
$6.5 million, including direct support for three 
unmanned aerial vehicles and six explosive 
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With great 
determination and 
the understanding 
of my professors, 
I completed six 
graduate hours 
while deployed.

ordinance robots. I developed and 
instructed tactical operations and 
standard operating procedures 
for hand and arm signals for 28 
gunners, increasing readiness by 
200 percent. Upon the shutdown 
of Camp Leatherneck and prior 
to my departure of transferring to 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, I oversaw the 
transfer of 5,480 line items totaling 
$1,532,413.17 to other U.S. forces, 
NATO units and contractors. In less 
than four weeks, I spent more than 
150 hours in a forklift as part of work 
to reduce the footprint of the U.S. 
Navy in Afghanistan.

During all of this, I still found 
time to continue my education 
with NSU. I coordinated with my 
professors to make up exams and 
homework, but those were always 
for temporary lengths of time. To 

facilitate an entire class that was not 
offered online took extra effort on 
my professors' part, however I feel 
the standard I set for myself was seen 
and rewarded by my instructors. I 
came to them in complete seriousness 

and asked for their mercy. I wanted 
them to allow me to enroll in their 
course and to accommodate my class 
participation through unconventional 
means. In Afghanistan, there 
are times when there were no 
communication outlets because of 
the lack of sustained technological 
resources. Sometimes if a service 
member suffers a severe injury or is 
killed, then all communication gets 
shut down until the next of kin is 
notified− this is called “River City.”

With great determination and 
the understanding of my professors, 
I completed six graduate hours while 
deployed. I downloaded the required 
textbooks via Kindle and bought a 
tablet to take with me on missions. I 
would read in my downtime. When 
I returned to a major base, I used 
my laptop to type the papers or log 

First Class Petty Offi cer Alex Lauderdale is in the back of a Mine Resistant Ambushed 
Protectant (MRAP) vehicle waiting for orders to begin a convoy mission. 

- Courtesy of Alex Lauderdale
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onto Blackboard to complete the tasks 
required. I tried my very best to meet 
deadlines, but with circumstances out 
of my control I would sometimes miss 
those deadlines. There was a huge time 
difference; we were 10.5 hours ahead of 
Central Standard Time. I’ll never forget 
the trials of trying to upload my eight-
minute presentation. The Wi-Fi was 
not strong enough to support Skype for 
a live feed. Instead, I used my iPhone 
to record the presentation and then I 
downloaded it to my computer in two-
minute segments. It took nearly 48 hours 
to upload to send via email. I missed the 
deadline, but my professor was able to 
add my work to Blackboard for the class 
to view. 

What have I learned, you ask? I have 
learned to simply ask for help. Show 
that you are willing to go beyond your 
limitations. From being forced to do 
certain things in the military to meeting 
challenges of completing a degree, it takes 
sacrifice. I missed out on some events 
and lost a lot of sleep, but in the end it 
was worth it. I have the pride and self-
accomplishment that I can enjoy. I can 
catch up on sleep for the remainder of my 
life. To my shipmates, friends, colleagues 
and fellow alumni, I challenge you to be 
the best. I hope I’ve set an example of 
inspiration that eliminates excuses and 
shouts, “If he can do it, then I can do it!”

Group photo of NMCB-28 convoy security team "Iron Wolf" in Camp Stone, Afghanistan after 
completing a four-day mission covering over 400 miles through the "Devil's Elbow."

- Courtesy of Alex Lauderdale

LS1 Lauderdale presents Dr. Mike Wilds with a unit patch from 
NMCB-28 and a challenge coin at NSUBA.

(L-R) Jalissa McCoy (Lauderdale's fi ance), Alex Lauderdale, Dr. Pamela Mertens, 
Dr. Mike Wilds, Dr. Rob Wallace, Dr. Cari Keller, Dr. James "Buster" Hall, Dr. Frank 
Ziegler and Commander Ochoa during a presentation at NSU-Broken Arrow.
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Centurion honors conferred on 10

As part of Founders Day 2014 at 
Northeastern State University, 
10 names were added to the roll 
of NSU Centurions. Founders 
Day commemorates the day the 
Oklahoma legislature purchased the 
Cherokee National Female Seminary 
and created the Northeastern State 
Normal School on March 6, 1909.

An annual honor established during 
the 2009 Centennial Founders Day 
celebration, Centurions are people 
associated with NSU—alumni, faculty, 
staff, students--anyone who has 
impacted the life of the nominator, 
the Northeastern community or the 
public at large.

The 2014 Centurions were honored during a special luncheon on 
 March 6 in the Sen. Herv Rozell Ballroom. 

The Centurions for 2014 are:

• Bill John Baker, 1973 alumnus

• Dr. John Carletti*, 1959 alumnus

• Jerry Cook, NSU employee

• Dr. Robert Daniel, NSU faculty

• Dr. Marion Franklin*, NSU faculty

• Dr. Kay Grant, retired 
NSU faculty member

• Patsiann Nix Smith, 
community supporter

• Mary Stratton, NSU employee

• Maurice, 1948 alumnus, 
& Clarice Turney 

• Jeff Walker, NSU employee

* deceased

To see a complete list of the past Centurions, visit 
www.nsuok.edu/CenturionNomination/NSUCenturions.aspx.

Two Ts Better Than None
In alumni cultivation and 

fundraising circles, we speak 
of constituents or stakeholders 
“giving back.” We often refer 
to the three Ts – donors giving 
their “time, talent or treasure.” 
As you might suspect, the 
last T, giving one’s treasure, 
consists of donating money 
or otherwise sharing personal 
fi nancial assets. No doubt, this 
act of private giving is vital to 
sustaining the mission of the 

university and funding its priorities. A timely and relevant 
example is President Turner’s appeal for the new Light the 
Way Scholarship referenced in his letter on page 2.

Donating time and talent are also very meaningful ways 
to give back, and many times can have as big an impact as 
writing a check. It is on these other two Ts that I choose to 
focus this letter.

One of the most meaningful things we can do as 
an Alumni Association is to provide opportunities for 
Northeastern graduates to donate their time and talent to 
current students and new graduates.

This is one of those win-win scenarios we so often seek. 
For our students, they have the opportunity to gain valuable 
insights and learn from an established professional. What 
they learn may reaffi rm a major they have selected or a career 
fi eld they have chosen to pursue. They might also learn 
something that dissuades them from devoting volumes of 
credit hours and tuition dollars on a degree path that leads 
them to a personally unfulfi lling job.

For our alumni, it can be a rewarding experience to share 
what they have learned and experienced on their journeys 
to establish themselves in their career fi elds. There is lasting 
gratifi cation that comes from the appreciation of a student 
who gains a fuller understanding of achieving professional 

success. It might not fund a scholarship or pay for the 
construction of building, but it can change a student’s life all 
the same.

What a tremendous way to give back! Here are a couple 
of ways you can support our alma mater by giving time and 
talent:

N-Link Student-Alumni Mentor Network – A 
collaboration between the Alumni Association and Career 
Services whereby alumni can make themselves available 
through an online platform to students seeking career/
professional advice. Alumni control the level of interaction. 
The mentor-mentee relationship can be strictly virtual or 
can evolve into a more direct one-on-one experience. Learn 
more by visiting nsualumni.com.

Networking Dinners & Panels – Collaborative events 
with the Future Alumni Network, the Alumni Association’s 
student affi liate group, where alumni from all walks of 
professional life spend an evening with students sharing 
their experiences, wisdom and advice. In the fall, we hosted 
“Nothing But Net(working),” a speed networking event 
combined with a reception and RiverHawks basketball 
game. This April, we will host the fi rst-ever Green Link 
Experience Dinner, an event that combines an alumni panel 
discussion and informal networking dinner. Two wonderful 
opportunities for students and alumni to interact.

Certainly, supporting Northeastern fi nancially can impact 
lives, but if that does not fi t your place in life at the moment, 
do not let that stop you from giving back to the institution in 
other ways, using the other two T s.
See you soon! 

Daniel Johnson
Director of Alumni Services
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ALUMNI

NSU is lighting the way for students
On May 7, Northeastern State University 
will celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
its historic Seminary Hall. The event also 
brings the official announcement of NSU’s 
upcoming comprehensive fundraising 
campaign, Light the Way.

At the original dedication ceremony of 
Seminary Hall in 1889, a speaker said that 
the seminary “ignited the lamp of learning 
in the wilderness.” This theme of “light” is 
featured on a stained glass piece, created 
by Katie Pernu and hangs in the NSU-
Broken Arrow campuses Visitors’ Center 
Gallery. Named “Lighting of a Fire,” it was 
inspired by the William Butler Yeats quote 
that stated, “Education is not the filling of 
a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” "The idea 
of light also suggests help finding a path 
when a situation seems darkest," explained 
Peggy Glenn, NSU Director 
of Development.

To show how NSU can “light the way” for its 
students, President Turner established the 
Light the Way Scholarship, an emergency 
scholarship fund to help lighten an NSU 
student’s load and inevitably be that little 

something they need to help them reach 
degree completion.

According to NSU reports, approximately 
92 percent of full-time undergraduate NSU 
students for the 2013-14 academic year 
applied for need-based financial aid—69 
percent were determined to have need.

A single financial crisis can be the cause for 
some students to withdraw from classes, 
possibly never to return to school.

“A vehicle breakdown, sudden rise in the 
cost of fuel, child care, an unexpectedly 
high utility bill, unforeseen supplies needed 
for class, or other one-time, short-term 
issues can derail a promising college 
career, “ Glenn said. “These are bright and 
determined individuals who are successful 
in their classes, but might not complete 
their degrees because of an unforeseen 
occurrence that they could not control. ”

Having a fund for such situations, NSU 
anticipates being able to intervene and 
help a student with a small scholarship 
that will keep them in school. University 
faculty, staff, housing managers, and 

other students who might be aware of 
such a situation are encouraged to provide 
referrals.   

An early intervention team, comprised 
of trained staff familiar with financial aid 
and other NSU resources will evaluate the 
student’s circumstances and determine if 
that student is eligible to receive a Light 
the Way Scholarship. Ways to provide 
additional support will also be researched.

As part of a larger comprehensive 
campaign, the initial goal is to have at least 
$125,000 or more by May 7, at the 125th 
Seminary Hall anniversary celebration.

For more information about the Light 
the Way Scholarship, contact the NSU 
Foundation at 918-458-2143.
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OUTSTANDING SENIORS
Tahlequah
Jake Barber
Owasso, OK
Chemistry

Jessica Breske
Broken Arrow, OK
Special Education

Krista Dyess
Broken Arrow, OK
Health & Human Performance

Austyn Fulps
Broken Arrow, OK
Elementary Education

Tawnie Goodwin
Stilwell, OK
Dietetics

Chelsea Gordon
Okemah, OK
Speech-Language Pathology

Tim Hicks
Beggs, OK
Healthcare Administration

Wes Horton
Pryor, OK
Speech-Language Pathology

Amanda Jespersen
Broken Arrow, OK
Special Education & Musical Arts

Tricia Price
Valliant, OK
Media Studies

Kymber Sanden
Noble, OK
Biology 
Thomas Teague
Clayton, OK
Political Science & 
Communication Studies

Mariah Towell
Porum, OK
Geography

Broken Arrow
Jennifer Martin 
Owasso, OK
Elementary Education

Sarah Trott
Coweta, OK
Early Childhood Education

Lauren Tull
Broken Arrow, OK
Molecular Biology

John Tyree
Jenks, OK
Criminal Justice

Brandy Yrttima-Hayes
Tulsa, OK
Early Childhood Education



ALUMNI

Amanda Dixon ‘05, 
Mandy (Burgess) 
Lonsdale ‘00, 
Mackenzie Eubanks 
‘04, Dez (Watts) 
Breech ‘03, Becky 
(Burgess) 
Williamson ‘03, and 
Kristin (Green) Carr 
‘03 enjoy 
champaign bingo. 

Members of the 
NSU Men’s Soccer 
Team and alumni 
gathered on March 
29, 2014.

Members of Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity at the 
Green and White Golf Classic.

. Corey Carolina ‘04 presents at the 2014 
Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur 
Lecture Series.

Andy Cook '05, Barbara Cook '72, Jerry Cook '72 
and '06, Sarah Cook Buchan '01 and Craig Buchan 
at the Centurion Luncheon. 

Thomas Teague ’14, Mayor Jason Nichols ‘03, 
NSU President Steve Turner, RUSO Regent 
Richard Ogden, and RUSO Regent Connie Riley at 
the grand opening of the NSU Event Center.
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ALUMNI

NSU alumni and friends gathered at the grand opening of the new BancFirst  
Green & White Room.

Anita Thompson ‘99, Kin Thompson, Dr. Roger Collier, Stephen Highers ‘05, 
Barbara Abercrombie ‘93 and Tery DeShong at Emerald Ball.

Rod Tyndall '85, Gary Stopp '93, David 
Dormont '85, Jeff Hammond and David Martin 
'86 at the Green and White Golf Classic.

Bill White ‘76, Gilbert Hall ’81 and Justin 
Lindsey’92 and ‘95 enjoying halftime in the 
BancFirst Green & White Room.

Clarice Turney, Maurice Turney ‘48,  
Jack Dobbins ‘51, Lynn Burris ’60 and  
Paula Burris ‘62 at the Centurion Luncheon.

Leonard Wilkins and Jack Reese at the 
President's Leadership Class Fish Fry.

>> SNAPSHOTS
If you have photos you would like to submit, contact 
the Office of Alumni Services at
918-458-2143, email alumni@nsuok.edu, or  
mail to 812 N. Cedar Ave.,Tahlequah, OK 74464.
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Alumni Association marks 25th anniversary of Alumni Center
Dozens of NSU administrators, alumni 
and members of the community 
were on hand when the Branscum 
Alumni Center doors were opened 
for business for the first time on April 
15, 1989. Twenty-five years later, the 
NSU Alumni Association honored its 
history with a membership sale and 
open house.

Located at the corner of Cedar and 
Crafton on the eastern edge of NSU’s 
Tahlequah campus, the 8,500-square-
foot structure was funded entirely 
with donations from alumni and 
friends of NSU. Constructed by 
NSU’s own Physical Plant workmen, 
the building originally consisted of 
five offices, a dining room, a kitchen 

and pantry, two fireplaces and six 
bedrooms and bathrooms.

In its earliest days, before Tahlequah 
became home to a number of hotel 
establishments, the Branscum Alumni 
Center accommodated many of 
Northeastern’s visiting dignitaries, 
guests and alumni. These days, it is 
home to the NSU Alumni Association, 
NSU Foundation and NSU’s Office of 
Development.

The Branscum Alumni Center name 
honors its primary contributor and 
NSU’s 1986 Outstanding Alumnus 
recipient, Gene Branscum, a 1956 
graduate and former president of 
Gott, Inc. 

Tony Eugene (Gene) 
Branscum 1935-2006
• Married Helen Kaufman in 1956

• Graduated from NSU in 1956 

• Graduated from Harvard 
Business School in 1976

• Worked for Gott Manufacturing 
as President where he 
oversaw construction of 
a 20,000-square-foot 
expansion and later another 
35,000-square-foot expansion 
to help the company grow; 
employed over 400 employees 

• Donated over $100,000 of cash 
and stock for the construction 
of the Alumni Center; over 300 
other alumni also gave to the 
cause, totaling over $250,000
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NORTHEASTERN NEWS

NSU College of Education’s EPIC new program 
Practice makes perfect, and that is 
exactly what the hopes are for a new 
program created by Northeastern 
State University’s College of Education. 
Education Professionally Immersed 
in Co-Teaching, EPIC for short, puts 
students in front of the classroom 
almost twice as long as currently 
required. Currently students are 
required to complete 680 hours. 
Through EPIC, they will be doing just 
under 1,200 hours. 

This is a new but old idea, explains 
Dr. Stan Sanders, Assistant Professor 
and Director of Clinical Education. 
Though new to the state of Oklahoma 
and NSU, the concept itself is one 
that has been around for centuries. 
In the past if somebody wanted to 
become a blacksmith they would 
learn by working under an already 
established professional and complete 
an apprenticeship. That is exactly what 
EPIC offers for participating students—
an opportunity to work under the 
tutelage of a professional using the “co-
teaching” model.

EPIC spans over one academic year (fall/
spring and spring/fall) and students 

will receive 27 to 30 credit hours and 
32-34 weeks of priceless experience in 
a public school setting. This program 
is beneficial to both the student and 
the teacher. The student teacher gains 
real-world experience with students, 
schools, communities and the teaching 
profession, and the mentor teacher 
with the EPIC student in their classroom 
will be able to receive professional 
development hours. 

All admission requirements to teacher 
education must be complete in order 
to be considered as an EPIC teacher 
candidate. Interviews and applications 
will be completed in October for 
spring placement and in March for fall 
placement. NSU officials believe the 
program is one more way to prepare 
well-equipped, professional educators 
for Oklahoma and beyond.

Outstanding Alumnus nominations being accepted
Each year, the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors selects the honorees for 
Distinguished Alumnus and Outstanding 
Young Alumnus; both of which are 
honored at Homecoming and the 
Emerald Ball.

These awards are presented annually 
to an NSU alumnus who, through 
personal achievement and service, has 
brought honor and distinction to both 
himself/herself and the University. The 
Outstanding Young Alumnus has the 
distinction of having graduated from 
NSU in the past 20 years.

The Northeastern State University 
Alumni Association would like to extend 
a call for nominations in both categories. 
Please be thinking of who it is that you 

would like to see receive one of these 
incredible honors. 

Those interested in nominating 
someone can do so online by visiting 
nsualumni.com and clicking on the 
Nominate an Alumnus link below the 
Alumni Programs tab. The deadline 

to submit nominations is May 16. 
Nominators might be contacted to 
provide additional information on their 
nominee.

For more information, please contact 
the NSU Alumni Association at 
918-458-2143. 
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NORTHEASTERN NEWS

NSU celebrates grand opening of Lesley L. Walls Vision Center
On March 25, 2014, Northeastern State 
University’s Broken Arrow campus 
hosted the grand opening of the Lesley 
L. Walls Vision Center, a state-of-the-art 
facility that is providing low vision and 
neuro-optometric services for clients in 
the greater Tulsa area.

The 7,000-square-foot center is located 
on the second floor of the Education 
Building at 3100 E. New Orleans, Broken 
Arrow, Okla. 74014.

The clinic’s name is a tribute to Dr. 
Lesley L. Walls, a longtime contributor 
to both Northeastern State University 
and the profession of optometry. Walls, 
who served as Dean of NSU’s Oklahoma 
College of Optometry from 1987 to 1992, 
supplied his knowledge and expertise 
during his time with the university and 
continues to contribute to the college. 

The clinic is the culmination of three 
years of efforts and contributions 

from Northeastern State University, 
Dr. Lesley L. Walls, Doctors Hospital 
Foundation, Dr. Robert Zoellner, and a 
variety of contributors who would like to 
improve access to vision services in the 
community.

Clinic services, which began in early 
February of this year include correction 
for vision impairments that cannot be 
remedied with ordinary eyeglasses. The 
care provided encompasses approaches 
such as specialty glasses, optical 
magnification devices, electronic and 
computer-aided equipment, and training 
techniques to accomplish activities of 
daily living.

Partnering with NewView Oklahoma, 
a nonprofit organization assisting the 
visually impaired, NSUOCO has the 
ability to provide for services such as 
occupational therapy and assistive 
technology.

The clinic boasts cutting edge 
technology that allows for examination, 
rehabilitation, both short and long 
term, training and a dispensary, where 
patients will be able to purchase and be 
fitted for custom eyewear. 

The clinic also provides hands-on 
experience for learning and research 
for NSU students and adjunct staff. 
The diverse array of clinical and 
practical experience makes the clinic 
a major asset for those in need at the 
present, as well as to help those who 
will be contributing to the field in the 
future. There are also plans to hold 
continuing education events for area 
optometrists, ophthalmologists and 
other professionals at the facility. 

For more information, call the Lesley L. 
Walls Vision Center at 918-449-6210.
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NORTHEASTERN NEWS

John Avlon delivers 2014 Larry Adair Lectureship
John Avlon, the editor-in-chief of The 
Daily Beast as well as a CNN contributor, 
delivered this year’s Larry Adair  
Lectureship on April 17.

Friends and family of former Oklahoma 
Speaker of the House, the Honorable 
Larry Adair, and the NSU Foundation 
established The Larry Adair Lectureship 
Series in 2004 to create an annual 
forum to engage students in politics, 
government and public policy.

Avlon is the author of Independent 
Nation: How Centrists Can Change 
American Politics and Wingnuts: How 
the Lunatic Fringe is Hijacking America. 
He is also an editor and has appeared on 
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Real 
Time with Bill Maher, PBS and C-Span.

He discussed America’s broken political 
system and shared with the audience 
tangible opportunities for constructive 
change. He is a registered Independent, 
who believes that hyper-partisanship 
is hurting our country because it 
is stopping us from solving serious 
problems we face.

The former chief speechwriter for New 
York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Avlon and 

his team were responsible for writing the 
eulogies for all firefighters and police 
officers who died risking their lives to 
save others during the destruction of 
the World Trade Center on 9/11.

He has spoken at several schools and 
won the National Society of Newspaper 

Columnists’ award for best online 
column in 2012.

Arrangements and appearances of John 
Avlon made through Greater Talent 
Network, Inc., New York, NY.

Riverhawk FAN (Future Alumni Network) Member Profile
Name: Chelsea Gordon 

Hometown: Weleetka, Okla.

Major: Speech-Language 
Pathology

Year: Senior

Clubs/Organizations/Activities: 
Future Alumni Network, 
Northeastern Student Speech 
Language Hearing Association, 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries, 
President’s Leadership Class, Big 
Event, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
National Day of Service

Career Aspirations: I want to be 
a speech-language pathologist 
for infants, children, or adults. I 
haven’t made a decision in what 
setting I would like to work. 
Completing the master’s program 

at Northeastern State University 
will help me make that decision. 

Reason for choosing NSU: I liked 
NSU’s campus and Tahlequah 
when I came for a visit during my 
senior year of high school. I also 
knew NSU had speech-language 
pathology. I was offered the 
President’s Leadership Class 
scholarship. Those three things 
were my deciding factors.

Favorite NSU Memory: Making 
the freshmen President’s 
Leadership Class video with my 
friends. 

Favorite Class: Anatomy and 
Physiology of the Speech and 
Hearing Mechanism

Best piece of advice for future 
RiverHawks: Get involved with 
organizations and activities that 

you’re passionate about and 
that will make a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Best life lesson from NSU: There 
are times to be professional and 
times to be silly.

Tip for survival at NSU: Don’t go 
to the cafeteria late expecting 
to get a banana. You won’t get a 
banana. 

Part of being an alum you 
looking most forward to: Being 
a mentor for NSU students and 
giving back to a place that gave 
me so much. 

Reason for joining FAN: I was 
interested in meeting people who 
had already experienced NSU. 

Why is it important to be an 
active alumni member at your 
alma mater? NSU is a positive 
part of my legacy. I want to 
support NSU, so it can be a part 
of another person’s legacy too.
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On a MiSs ion
NSU student prepares to make Haiti home



On a MiSs ion
Story by Cassandra Brubaker
Photography by Katie Cariker

Katie Cariker, a Jenks native and a 
psychology major, will soon be calling Haiti 
her new home. The opportunity started at 
NSU’s Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF).

“I heard about a mission trip at a girl’s 
night with CCF. Before I went home, the 
mission’s coordinator’s wife started talking 
about the opportunity to travel,” Cariker said. 
“She asked if we knew of any photographers 
or a media/video person who might be 
interested in going to Haiti because the person 
that normally did it was not going to be able 
to go.”

Cariker was lucky to be at the right place 
at the right time. And fortunately for CCF, 
she is a talented photographer. 

“I said I would do it because I had always 
wanted to go on a mission trip, for a really 
long time,” said Cariker.

Initially, Cariker said she would only 
be attending for media purposes, but was 
pleasantly surprised that more opportunities 
laid ahead.

“I got pulled in and it turned into 
something much bigger,” Cariker said.

She helped raise around $10,000 to go 
toward water filtration units. The group 
went to Haiti in May 2013 to drill a well 
at one of the Haitian Impact Christian 
Ministries churches in the mountains to help 
provide safe water and further community 

In a recent Regional University System 
of Oklahoma Impact Report, it was 
found that more than 90 percent 
of all Oklahoma regional university 
graduates stay in the state after 
receiving their diploma. That is not 
the case for one Northeastern State 
University senior who will soon make 
her home not only out of state, but in 
another country.
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development.
Cariker has become very involved with 

HICM since her travels in May. She was accepted 
as one of their interns and is further assisting the 
organization through her church in Glenpool, 
Okla.

“This year I am taking a group from CCF 
and my church so we are combining the two,” 
Cariker said. “This year our focus is on building 
a dormitory, so that when mission teams come 
they have somewhere to stay. Right now, we are 
sleeping on flat roofs and porches, but it would be 
nice to have a bunk bed.”

The hope is to have the money raised and sent 
over before this May so that they can have the 
building completed and ready to be used when 
they arrive.

To initiate this process, Cariker held a 
reception in conjunction with her Benefit Gallery 
for Haiti exhibit that was on display at NSU’s 
John Vaughan Library in January. She displayed 
photographs she took from her mission trip. The 
donations from the exhibit went to HICM.

“For right now while I’m here in the United 
States, I am doing marketing and advertising work 
for HICM,” Cariker said. “I do all the graphic 
design and just made new brochures trying to 
get them more modern. And, I’ll be teaching 
the founder when I go down there how to use 
Facebook. So mainly my job right now is to 
increase public awareness of the organization and 
to gain more funding so that we can do the things 
we want to do.”

The current objective for HICM interests this 
NSU senior the most.

“The new vision is to open an orphanage, 
which depending on funding, would probably be 
open in four years. I would be the director of that, 
so I would actually be moving to Haiti,” Cariker 
said.

The plan is to make the orphanage more like 
a children’s home. 

“Haiti was basically destroyed after the 
earthquake in 2010, at least the central part of 
it,” Cariker said. “The U.S. rushed in to help 
them, but the government is so corrupt in Haiti 

“I got pulled in and it turned into 
something much bigger.”
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that none of the money actually 
went to the reconstruction of Haiti. 
The best way to actually help Haiti 
rebuild is to funnel the money and 
funding through organizations like 
HICM that are actually going out 
there—serving the people, educating 
the people, and giving them clean 
water; rather than giving it to the 
government because it’s not getting 
used the correct way.”

Cariker believes that the best 
way to help make change happen in 
Haiti is for the people to promote 
changes themselves. Adopting the 
children out of Haiti to the U.S. is 
not her goal; rather, keeping them 
there, raising them as good, strong 

leaders, and teaching them practical 
skills, like cooking, gardening, 
and masonry. When they leave the 
orphanage at 18, they will know how 
to be  
self-sufficient and have a career. The 
thought is that the children can in 
turn teach others to do the same 
thing.

“We want to keep the children in 
Haiti,” Cariker said.

A self-proclaimed people person, 
Cariker said she knows that some 
think she is crazy for doing this 
and question her big move, but she 
explained that is how she knows she 
is doing the right thing. She plans to 
have a few more art exhibits to help 

gain funding for the orphanage, and 
will be in Haiti all summer looking 
for land, speaking with others 
who have opened orphanages, and 
learning the native tongue—Creole, 
which she is not fluent in yet. 

Cariker would also like to make 
a documentary during her upcoming 
trip to Haiti and looks forward to a 
showing when she returns to serve 
as a fundraiser for the orphanage 
project. 

“I have a complete peace about 
it,” Cariker said. “If I could leave 
tomorrow, I would. I mean I love 
everybody here, but Haiti is home.”

"The new vision 
is to open an 
orphanage, which 
depending on 
funding, would 
probably be open 
in four years. 
I would be the 
director of that, so 
I would actually be 
moving to Haiti."
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Compiled by Brenda Cochran, 
Cassandra Brubaker & Ben Hardcastle

Excerpts from the Belle Cobb Manuscript from American
Pioneer Papers, Cherokee Schools

It was tragic, pitiful to stand by helpless and see the dear 
old building burn. There was a bell in the cupola but no rope 
attached, so some of us climbed up in the cupola and banged 
the clapper by hand, almost deafening to us, but being so 
isolated it is doubtful if the nearest neighbors heard the 
alarm. When it was evident nothing could be done with no 
means at hand for fighting the flames, even drinking water 
had to be hauled in wagons; no doubt there were several 
cisterns of rain water in the basement but no power to handle 
and use it. Miss Wilson made sure all the little indigent 
children were out and safe, then directed the girls in saving 
clothing, bedding and books and themselves before the roof 
fell in.

It was amazing how quickly news of the disaster reached 
the parents of the girls for there was only one phone line 
in operation and that to Fort Gibson and the railroad, but 
farm and spring wagons came and soon all the girls and 
their movable furnishings were gone. There were as yet no 
automobiles in the country and very few buggies. With many 
a heartache we drove off and left the smoking remains of the 
building so dear in sacred memories, founded and fostered 
by first Chief John Ross and by that polished Princeton man 
W.P. Ross, who was instrumental in getting teachers from 
eastern schools and who at commencement times was present 
and ready with speeches of encouragement and appreciation. 
That summer was spent at home.

*Isabelle "Belle" Cobb was a graduate of the Cherokee Female Seminary 
and later returned as a teacher. 
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The Historical 
Path to Seminary Hall
1846

Seven years after the last detachment of 
Cherokees arrived in Indian Territory after their 
forced removal from their homelands, Principal 
Chief John Ross oversaw the passage of an act by 
the Cherokee Nation that created a girls and boys 
institution for higher learning.

1851
The Cherokee Male and Female Seminaries 

opened. The Male Seminary was located in 
Tahlequah, while the Female Seminary was 
located a few miles away in Park Hill. Both were 
built to house up to 100 students. 

1856-1875
Financial difficulties and the hardships of the 

American Civil War forced the closing of both 
seminaries. The region experienced divisions and 
armed conflict as the opposing forces used the 
vacant Female Seminary for several purposes, 
including a hospital for soldiers. By 1875, both 
seminaries had re-opened.

1887
FIRE! On Easter Sunday, the Female 

Seminary burned to the ground. Determined 
students climbed in the cupola to strike the 
clapper to the bell by hand when no rope could 
be found, but to no avail. Only three original 
columns remain and they can be seen at the 
Cherokee Heritage Center.

1889
The Female Seminary was rebuilt and re-

opened to much fanfare on May 7, 1889. The 
Cherokee Advocate newspaper reported: “ . . . 
Between two and three thousand people were 
present and were counted, among whom were 
representatives of every district in the nation, and 
of every class of our citizens. The procession was 
over a mile long.” 

Northeastern State University President Steve Turner 
& First Lady Penny Turner cordially invite you to attend

The Seminary Hall 
125th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 10 a.m.

On the south lawn of Seminary Hall on the 
Tahlequah campus

In the event of inclement weather, the celebration will 
be held in the Sen. Herb Rozell Ballroom.
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For NSU alumnus Clyde Barkley '77, 
his time on his high school basketball team 
proved to be formative for the rest of his life. 

In 1973 after the insistence that he 
give Northeastern State University some 
consideration, Barkley played for the 
Redmen basketball team, under the famous 
Jack Dobbins. He suited up all four years 
of college for the then-Redmen. After 
graduation, Barkley returned to his roots and 
started coaching in his hometown of Inola. 

Fast forward 37 years later, Barkley and 
basketball are still as intertwined as air and 
breathing. Last December, Barkley celebrated 
his 600th win for the Inola Longhorns.

This milestone is a huge victory 
personally for Barkley, though he assures the 
game of basketball is not all about winning 
for him.

“Every year I tell my team what I want 
from them is to be the very best that they can 
be,” Barkley said. “That’s what’s important 
to me. That’s what I learned from Coach 
Dobbins.”

Barkley says he was blessed with years of 
amazing coaches. Through them, his passion 
for the game was born as well as his desire to 
be a role model and positive influence to the 
players who pass through his program.

Being able to return to the town that gave 
him so much and return the favor has been 

NSU alumnus  
coaches way to 
historic win.
By Jennie Loucks

Clyde Barkley's

600#
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FEATURE

the cake on which the icing of his 
600th win sits. 

“Coaching in your hometown 
is difficult, but it’s really rewarding. 
Not many coaches get that chance, 
especially for this long. This town 
loves basketball, and to be able to 
have been here as long as I have has 
been a blessing. I’ve coached my son, 
other family members, kids and even 
their daddies. I’ve watched them all 
grow up,” Barkley said. “This 600th 
win was a big milestone. Never in 
my dreams did I see it happening, 
but what’s really special is being in a 
community that has allowed me to do 
this.”

The basketball-Barkley 
connection runs deep within the 
blood of the entire family. 

Barkley’s son, Justin, is currently 
the head basketball coach at Rogers 
State University. His daughter, 
Andee Dickerson, is married to 
Todd Dickerson, who coaches at 
Fort Gibson. Their son, Bradford, 18 
months, already has a basketball in his 

hands. This June will mark Barkley’s 
39th anniversary with wife and NSU  
alumna Carol Ann 

 (Shackelford) '78, who has only 
missed three games in 35 years. 

As Barkley hopes for many more 
years to come making memories with 
the Inola community, he takes every 
opportunity he can to give thanks 
to the people and places that have 
formed the man he is today.

“My family and community are 
so supportive; it’s a blessing,” Barkley 
said. “At NSU, I was around good 
people. I learned from the best. 
I learned more than basketball. I 
learned how to do the right things, 
how to get along with people,  
how to be a positive role model, and 
I’m so thankful to be where I am at 
right now.”

Courtesy of Barkley Family

“This 600th win was 
a big milestone. Never 

in my dreams did I 
see it happening, but 
what’s really special is 
being in a community 
that has allowed me to 

do this.”
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NsU eveNt CeNter
A Grand Opening for

Photography by Peter Henshaw, Carrie Moore and Roxann James
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Northeastern State University’s 
state-of-the-art multipurpose  
event center celebrated its grand 
opening Nov. 16.

 Visitors were able to tour the 
facility which includes touchscreen 
displays, cutting-edge apparatus and 
Legacy Landing.

The traditional ribbon cutting 
ceremony and recognition of NSU 
constituents was followed by an 
NCAA/D-II NSU basketball 
doubleheader. Before, during and 
after both games there were video 
tours and games showcasing the 
big event. Further recognition of 
those who made the event center a 
reality occurred with presentations of 
commemorative basketballs, T-shirts 
and towels to dignitaries, donors, 
NSU students, former basketball 
student-athletes, coaches and 
cheerleaders.

The 86,000-square-foot 
multipurpose event center with flexible 
seating for 4,000 visitors consists of 69 
rooms, including the offices for NSU 
athletics administration, the team store 
for apparel and fan supplies, multiple 
concession areas, NCAA regulation 
basketball and volleyball court, a new 
community center for the City of 
Tahlequah and support infrastructure 
for everything from high school and 
collegiate tournaments to home and 
garden shows.

The construction on the $17.1 
million dollar facility began in the 
summer of 2012 and has employed 
hundreds of workers from around the 
region, stimulating the local economy. 
With the construction complete, 
the NSU Event Center allows for 
additional parking and seating in a safe 
and functional setting for important 
indoor community and collegiate 
events, such as commencement.
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BIRTHS

‘50s Emily Shea 
Haggard, Great 

Grandchild of *Betty (Ross) 
Gruenberg ’54 & ’71, was born 
on September 25, 2013.

‘90s Ava Hope Mask, 
daughter of Adam 

and Grace (McMaham) ‘99 
Mask, was born on September 
22, 2013.

River Christine Shade, 
grandaughter of Edna Shade 
’99, daughter of Mile and Alyssa 
Shade, was born on October 11, 
2013.

Ryker Jason Wann, grandson 
of Lisa Lanterman ’90, son 
of Craig ’07 and Kristin ’06 
Wann, was born on June 16, 
2013.

Zeke Spencer Martin, son of 
Josh and Sarah (Batt) ’99 
Martin, was born on April 26, 
2013.

‘00s Ava Elaine Roberts, 
daughter of Thomas 

and Deandra (Holt) ’07 
Roberts, was born on 
September 16, 2013. 

Riley Alexis Hendryx, daughter 
of Adam ’06 and Tabitha 
Hendryx, was born on January 
23, 2014.

Elizabeth Halbrook, daughter 
of Brock ’05 and Kathleen 
Halbrook, was born on 
February 10, 2014.

Walker James Brumley, son 
of Cody ’07 and Breanna 
(Walker) ’07 Brumley, was 
born on October 30, 2013.

Sawyer Hayes Remmert, son of 
Elizabeth Remmert ’07, was 
born on February 14, 2014.

Quinn Iris Walla, daughter of 
Chris ’01 and Jena Walla, was 
born on February 26, 2014. 

Aubrey Walker, daughter of Kirby 
and Brittany (Looney) ‘07 
Walker, was born on January 
31, 2014.

Harper Reese Hindman, 
daughter of Dallas and Chandra 
(Harp) ‘04 Hindman, was born 
on November 13, 2013.

Dylan Ray Frost, son of Donald 
and Danielle (Miron) ’05 
Frost, was born on February 4, 
2014.

Nora Thornton, daughter 
of Dustin ’03 and Melinda 
Thornton, was born in 
November 2013.

Wyatt Don Linn, son of Jerry and 
Shannon (Hensley) ’07 Linn, 
was born on February 6, 2014.

Zane Andrew Kemp, son of 
Zachary ’01 and Leslie 
(Boston) ’03 Kemp, was born 
on January 7, 2014.

Lola Stidman, daughter 
of Lucas ’05 and Kristie 
Stidman, was born in 
November 2013.

Boston Lee Major Dobbins, Great 
Grandson of *Jack ‘51 and 
*Zula ’51 Dobbins, Grandson 
of *Mark ’79 and *Valerie ’83 
Dobbins, and son of *Luke 
’04 and *Kaycee (Baser) ’06 
Dobbins, was born on January 
4, 2014.

Jocelyn Faith Howell, daughter 
of *Brett Howell ’05 & ’08 
and *Cassie Woods ’04, was 
born on February 13, 2014.

Korbin Scott King, son of Drew 
and Stacy (Melton) ’03 & ’08 
King, was born on March 20, 
2014.

Parker Recil Hancock, son 
of John ’08 and Jennifer 
(Guthrie) ’06 Hancock, was 
born on July 23, 2013.

Lilah Madelynn Weygandt, 
daughter of John and Trinity 
(Merchant) ’07 Weygandt, 
was born on September 10, 2013.

Harper Bradlee Hasler, son 
of John ’08 and Amy 
(McDaniel) ’08 Hasler, was 
born on March 22, 2013.

Jade Danielle Leppich, daughter 
of Daniel ’07 and Alexis (Smith) 
Leppich, was born on August 
23, 2013.

Harker Graham Dykes, son of 
Michelle Dykes ’07, was born 
on August 30, 2013.

Jerod Denton Bingham, son of 
Andrew and Illa (Franklin) 
‘06 Bingham, was born on 
February 7, 2014.

Carrigan Alice Wilson, daughter 
of Josh ’06 and Courtney 
(Roderick) ’07 Wilson, was 
born on March 21, 2014.

Carter Gene Holland, son 
of Corey ’00 and Lindsay 
Holland, was born on 
November 13, 2013.

‘10s Eli Bristol, son of 
Johnny and 

Emilee (Dutton) ’10 Bristol, 
was born on February 13, 2014.

Chase Haddock, son of Sean and 
Stephanie ’11 Haddock, was 
born on February 19, 2014.

Brianna Wilson, daughter of 
Zac Wilson ’11 and Brittany 
Morgan Maguffee ’09, was 
born on November 5, 2013.

Shane Sunderland, son of Blake 
and Julie ‘10 Sunderland, was 
born on November 13, 2013.

Cruz Emmanuel Anderson, 
son of Kyle ’10 and Megan 
(Stacey) ’07 Anderson, was 
born on November 28, 2013.

Tyler Dalton Howard, son of 
Waco and Kelly (Tyler) ’11 
Howard, was born on February 
20, 2014.

Karsynn Reese Cousins, son of 
Josh and Kacey (Alexander) 
’12 Cousins, was born on June 
19, 2013.

Riley Nicole Baldwin, daughter 
of Kellen ’10 and Lindsey 
Baldwin, was born on May 16, 
2013.

Bridgette Elaine Thomas, 
daughter of *Michelle Averill 
’12, was born on January 28, 
2013.

Kallay Thiems, daughter of 
Cody ’12 and Kristyn Thiems, 
was born on October 29, 2013.

Oliver Jameson Carr, grandson 
of Carmellia Shilling ’13, was 
born on January 1, 2014.

MILESTONES

‘80s Robert Burrow 
’81 joined the team 

at CSL Plasma. 

*David Dormont ’85 was 
named the Project Expeditor 
with Petro Chem Development 
Co. 

*Terry Williams ’89 was 
named the Executive Vice 
President for Strategy and 
Network Development at Wake 
Forest Baptist Health.

‘90s Patricia Reece 
’95 received the 

Presidential Award of Excellence. 

Teresa Kiger ’93 was named 
one of the 2013 Distinguished 
Principals by the National 
Association of Elementary 
School Principals. 

Heather Cobb ’98 was named 
the Vice-President of Usborne 
Books and More. 

*Michael Kayser ’96 joined 
the Cancer Treatment Centers 
of America in Tulsa (CTCA) as a 
Clinical Geneticist. 

*Amy Aldridge-Sanford ’99 
& ’01 joined the faculty at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi as 
Associate Professor and Chair of 
Communications and Media. 

*Kimbra Scott ’95 was 
named the Communications and 
Public Affairs Manager for the 
City of Muskogee, County Port 
Authority. 

Larry Gilley ’97 was named 
the Executive Director at 
Hillcrest Assisted Living Center. 

Bertha (Deer) Shatswell ’95 
joined the faculty at Holmes Park 
Elementary in Sapulpa. 

Dr. Jenyfer Glisson ’92 & 
’95 was named the Appointed 
Director of the Teacher and 
Leadership Effectiveness 
Evaluation Program. 

*Rachel (Farinelli) Zurita 
’97 & ’06 was named Financial 
Advisor for Edward Jones. 

‘00s Lisa Welter ’03 & 
’12 was named 

Teacher of the Year at 
Creekwood Early Childhood 
Center.

William Clark ’02 was awarded 
the 2014 Trailblazer Award 
by the Oklahoma Society of 
Certified Public Accountants.

Lora (Wilmoth) Hodges ’04 
was named Teacher of the Year 
by Exley Elementary. 

Maggie (Burnside) Cooper 
’05 was named Teacher of the 
Year by Park Elementary in 
Tulsa, OK. 

David Peace ’08 published 
The Red Riding Quartet. 

Darice McClain ’09 was 
named a Benefits Specialist at 
the Cherokee Nation. 

Jacqueline Ishida ’04 was 
named a Tax Associate at 
Stanfield and O’Dell, P.C.

*Cami (Hamilton) Highers 
’05 was named the Coordinator 
of Annual Fund and Stewardship 
for the Office of Alumni and 
Development Services at NSU. 

Jordan Rozell ’09 & ’12 was 
named the Program Coordinator 
of Economic Development for 
the Tulsa Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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*Alumni Association Life Members 

Tyler Hickman ’07 was named 
the Wellness Program Manager at 
Staywell Health Management. 

Dustin Curtis ’03 was named a 
Commercial Relationship Manager 
for INTRUST Bank. 

Kimberly Darris ’00 joined the 
faculty at Sperry Public Schools as 
a Title 1 Reading Teacher. 

*Kristy (Huffman) McCaslin 
’08 & ’13 was named the Program 
Manager at VGT Inc. 

Nicole (Blissit) Key ’08 joined 
the faculty at Broken Arrow Public 
Schools as a Pre-Kindergarten 
teacher. 

Sharry Mouse ’08 was named 
Graphic Designer for Hobby Lobby 
Art and Creative Department. 

Tonya Broyles ’05 joined the 
faculty at Porter Consolidated 
Schools. 

‘10s Luci Tarter ’10 was 
awarded Nurse of the 

Year from March of Dimes.

Bryson Williams ’12 was 
named the New Articles Editor for 
Oklahoma City Law Review.

Tracee Rathbone ’12 was 
named the new Office Manager 
for Investor’s Title and Escrow 
Company, LLC. 

Carl Bell ’11 joined the Portland 
Children’s Museum as the 
Development Coordinator. 

Sara Frazier ’10 was named 
the Clinical Facility Administrative 
Assistant for the Davita Tahlequah 
Dialysis Center. 

*Frederik Jensen ’11 was named 
Field Service Technician at Hewlett 
Packard Corporation. 

Maranda Stanton ’13 joined 
the team at Jenks Public Schools 
as an Early Childhood Education 
Assistant. 

Glenn Evans ’10 was a named 
Child Welfare Specialist for DHS. 

Kaitlin Richards ’13 was named 
the Catering Sales Manager for 
Holiday Inn Tulsa, Downtown. 

*Patrick Vaughan ’10 joined the 
team at Hilti. 

Spencer Ashworth ’12 was 
named Financial Analyst II at 
Cherokee Nation Businesses.

Kyle Combs ’13 was named a 
Relationship Banker at Bank of 
Oklahoma. 

Jared Rusk ’12 was named a 
Sales Representative at Verizon. 

Meggie Froman-Knight ’12 was 
names the Information and Events 
Coordinator for the Office of 
Development and Alumni Services 
for NSU. 

Lindsey Flatt ’11 joined the 
faculty at Tahlequah Public 
Schools as a 1st grade teacher. 

Rylee Ketcher ’10 & ’13 was 
named the Director of Continuing 
Educations for NSU. 

Sarah Fletcher ’13 was named 
the Catering Sales Manager for 
Cox Business Center. 

Chase Cawyer ’11 was named 
Running Back Coach for NEO A&M 
in Miami. 

Daniel Landaverde ’13 joined 
the faculty at Hulbert Public 
Schools as a math teacher. 

Erielle Buckmaster ’13 was 
named the Marketing Assistant for 
Tahlequah City Hospital. 

Kayla James ’12 was named the 
Credentials Coordinator for Maxim 
Healthcare Services. 

Megan Coyle ’13 joined the 
team at NSU in the Office of 
Administration and Recruitment. 

Kelli Cackler ’13 was named a 
Tax and Revenue Analyst for IBM. 

Rebecca McFarland ’13 was 
named Lab Tech at INEOS Bio. 

Tucker Hurt ’12 was named 
Scheduler for the Oklahoma 
Municipal Power Authority. 

Tyler Allen ’12 was named 
Relationship Banker at Armstrong 
Bank. 

Wesley Whitson ’12 was named 
Accounting Assistant at Curzon, 
Cumbey and Kunkel. 

Ashley Medlock ’11 joined the 
team at The Persimmon Group. 

WEDDINGS

‘90s *Rachel Farinelli 
’97 & ’06 and John 

Zurita were married on October 5, 
2013.

‘00s Diana Frazier ’00 & 
’07 and Joe Holt were 

married on July 20, 2013.

Jeffry Alyias ’04 and Leanne 
Rich were married in October 2013. 

Sandra McClendon ’08 and 
Michael Jay were married in March 
2014.

Matthew Saucier ’09 and Emily 
Maack were married in October 
2013.

James Holman ’03 and Juliet 
Grimm were married on February 
16, 2014.

‘10s Carl Bell ’11 and 
Amber Shasky were 

married on August 30, 2013.

Glenn Ash ’12 and Sabrina 
McCormick ’07 were married in 
October 2013.

John Coker ’13 and Morgan 
Bozone ’13 were married on May 
17, 2013.

Johnny Moyer ’11 and 
Elizabeth Cook ’11 were married 
on December 21, 2013.

Meggie Froman ’12 and Garrett 
Knight were married on May 4, 
2013.

Tyler David ’13 and Megan 
Gibson were married on June 1, 
2013.

Gary Lao ’13 and Kazoua Her 
were married in February 2014.

MEMORIAM

‘30s Evelyn (Phillips) 
Twist ’39, of 

Oklahoma City, passed away May 
10, 2013.

‘40s Ruth Littlefield ’47, 
of Tahlequah, passed 

away February 2, 2014.

Kate Kesner Cushing ’41, of 
Tahlequah, passed away January 
7, 2014.

Pauline (Turner) Sanders ’47, 
of Springfield, Missouri, passed 
away November 7, 2013.

Betty (Starr) Barker ’49, of 
Stilwell, passed away March 4, 
2014.

‘50s Rose (Roberson) 
Wilkins ’50, of 

Miami, passed away January 29, 
2014.

Merl Glen Powers ’50, of 
Bartlesville, passed away February 
23, 2014.

Linda (Ishmael) Smith ’56, 
of Sarasota, Florida, passed away 
January 4, 2014. 

Margaret (Moshier) Wingfield 
’52, of Bristow, passed away 
October 29, 2013.

*Marvin Martin ’50, of Tulsa, 
passed away March 7, 2014. 

Merle Carter ’55, of Owasso, 
passed away November 1, 2013.

Norman Fern Boley ’54, of 
Tulsa, passed away January 10, 
2014.

Garland Phillips ’56, of 
Tahlequah, passed away February 
9, 2014.

Glenn Edward Welsh ’53, of 
Claremore, passed away November 
9, 2013.

*Bob Ed Culver ’56, of 
Tahlequah, passed away October 
16, 2013.

‘60s Kenneth Smith ’68, 
of Sallisaw, passed 

away January 11, 2014.

Patricia Mae (Lohman) 
Kelley ’60, of Tulsa, passed away 
February 16, 2014.

*Ethel Grover ’66, of Tahlequah, 
passed away February 20, 2014.

Frankie Jean Blankenship ’61, 
of Stigler, passed away January 8, 
2014.

*Beverly (McNabb) Kiger ’61, 
of Catoosa, passed away February 
16, 2014.

Carl Tarver ’64, of Tulsa, passed 
away December 14, 2013. 

Charles Davis ’60, of Tulsa, 
passed away December 11, 2013.

‘70s Rita (Stephens) 
Thornburg ’77, of 

Cleveland, passed away October 
14, 2013.

Ronald Harris ’78, of Ponca City, 
passed away January 22, 2014.

Thomas Purdin ’79, of 
Tahlequah, passed away October 
1, 2013.

Betty Palmer ’76, of McKinney, 
Texas, passed away February 27, 
2014.

Judy Anderson ’77, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away December 22, 
2013.

Kyle Dameron ’71, of Tulsa, 
passed away January 27, 2014.

Linda Shedd ’74, of Kansas, 
passed away February 18, 2014.

Michael (Mickey) Perry ’74, of 
Claremore, passed away December 
16, 2013.

Neomi Asbill ’79, of Sallisaw, 
passed away December 7, 2013.

Patricia Oosahwe ’79, of 
Tahlequah, passed away October 
27, 2013.

Dorothy Johnson ’78, of 
Tahlequah, passed away December 
3, 2013.

*Janet Myers ’74, of Wagoner, 
passed away August 2, 2013.

Barbara Windfield ’75, of Tulsa, 
passed away October 29, 2013.
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Becky Walkinshaw Knight ’71, 
of Springfield, Arkansas, passed 
away July 1, 2013.

Brenda Rogers ’76, of 
Muskogee, passed away September 
14, 2013.

Burl Moore ’77, of Vinita, passed 
away August 6, 2013.

Donald Hensley Sr. ’79, of 
Stilwell, passed away February 10, 
2014.

‘80s Verta Hemler ’82, 
of Muskogee, passed 

away November 20, 2013.

Wayne Wallace ’82, of 
Claremore, passed away November 
16, 2013.

William Ruthbun ’81, of 
Muskogee, passed away March 8, 
2014.

Kathy (Isaacs) Jackson ’82, 
of Muskogee, passed away October 
26, 2013.

Linda Joyce (Cottier) Wade 
’80, of Tulsa, passed away March 
7, 2014.

Patricia Guile ’84, of Tahlequah, 
passed away December 8, 2013.

Paul Pollard ’87, of Coweta, 
passed away October 7, 2013.

Frank Rivera ’85, of Weleetka, 
passed away October 6, 2013.

Dawn (Carter) Rogers ’85, of 
Spiro, passed away March 4, 2014.

Deborah (Self) Watson 
’85, of Tahlequah, passed away 
September 26, 2013.

Chester Jones ’83, of 
Tahlequah, passed away 
September 29, 2013.

Bob Moon ’82, of Tahlequah, 
passed away September 20, 2013.

Billy John Brown ’86, of Gans, 
passed away October 31, 2013.

Bertha Stierwalt ’81, of 
Tahlequah, passed away November 
30, 2013.

Patricia (Diane) Reece '88 
& '95, of Bokoshe, passed away 
December 4, 2013.

‘90s Terrence Klein ’91, 
of Tulsa, passed away 

February 19, 2014.

Kay Stout ’98, of Skiatook, 
passed away December 3, 2013.

Kenneth Wayne Bridman 
’91, of Okmulgee, passed away 
November 19, 2013.

Letha Taylor ’96, of Tahlequah, 
passed away December 4, 2013.

Lewis Deloach ’94, of Tulsa, 
passed away September 19, 2013.

Linda Henderson ’97, of 
MCurtain, passed away January 
15, 2014.

Freddy George ’98, of 
Collinsville, passed away November 
6, 2013.

Gary Jackson ’97, of Edmond, 
passed away January 1, 2014.

*Gerald McGrew ’92, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away June 15, 2013.

Clyde Southern Jr. ’91, of 
Tahlequah, passed away December 
8, 2013.

‘00s Sheryl Burrus ’07, 
of Broken Arrow, 

passed away September 16, 2013.

Stephanie Tehee ’01, of Sallisaw, 
passed away December 11, 2013.

Thomas Wilkins ’08, of Tulsa, 
passed away December 5, 2013.

John Madison ’05, of Muskogee, 
passed away January 3, 2014.

Kelly Beard ’00, of Pocola, 
passed away November 14, 2013.

Larry DeWitt ’02, of Depew, 
passed away November 22, 2013.

Peggy Carroll ’07, of Tahlequah, 
passed away September 21, 2013.

Jerry Parker ’09, of Stilwell, 
passed away February 15, 2014.

‘10s Jessica North ’10, of 
Owasso, passed away 

January 12, 2014.

DeAnna (Lullo) Thomas ’13, of 
Salina, passed away January 21, 
2014.nsualum

ni.com
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 Betty Starr Barker 1929-2014
Betty Starr Barker was a native and life-long resident of Stilwell. 
She was the youngest of 12 children, born in 1929 on her father’s 
Cherokee allotment. Barker graduated from Stilwell High School 
in 1945, then earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in Education 
from Northeastern State University in Tahlequah in 1949. Later, 
she returned to NSU to obtain her Master’s Degree in Education in 
1962. She was an educator for almost 40 years, most of which were 
at Stilwell Elementary School. She retired in 1989 and continued 
to teach adult literacy and GED classes for several years. Barker 
was active in many different organizations, such as AWANAS and 
Vacation Bible School at Stilwell First Baptist Church. She visited 
local nursing home residents and organized monthly birthday 
parties. She was appointed to serve on the Cherokee Nation’s 
Registration Committee and was honored as an Elder Statesman of 
the Cherokee Nation. 

Bob Ed Culver 1934-2013
In 2003, Northeastern State University dedicated the area north 
of the University Center in honor of Bob Ed Culver, retired state 
legislator, civil defense director, and firefighter. Now renamed Culver 
Courtyard in Second Century Plaza, this traditional gathering spot 
of students – a favorite among Culver and his friends in the 1950s 
– stands as a perpetual tribute to the man who was a champion for 
higher education, NSU, and the community he called home. A 1956 
Northeastern graduate majoring in education, Culver began his 
life of public service as president of his freshman class. He excelled 
on the men’s tennis team, and as a student leader developed 
what would become a lifelong reputation for doing whatever he 
could to help others. Culver was born in Tahlequah in 1934 and 
used to tell people, “I’ve lived my whole life on Delaware Street.” 
As a young man, he resided at Reed-Culver Funeral Home, family-
owned and operated since the 1920s. When Culver married his 
lifelong sweetheart, Jo Ellen Priest, the couple moved to a house 
a few blocks west of the funeral home, still on Delaware St., and 
resided there until building a home north of town in the 1990s. After 
graduating college, Culver studied for a year at mortuary school 
in Dallas before returning to his hometown, where he joined the 
family business as a funeral director. Culver ran unopposed for four 
successive terms to represent Oklahoma’s House District 4. During 
10  years in office, he was chair of the House Corrections Committee 
and was appointed to the Higher Education, Human Services, 
and Public Health committees, working to serve the needs of his 
constituents.

 Michael “Mickey” Perry 1947-2013
NSU graduate, veteran law officer, community ambassador and 
Claremore Mayor Mickey Perry passed away December 16, 2013. 
Perry attended Northeastern State University and graduated in 
1974 with a Bachelor of Science. While attending NSU, he began 
his work in law enforcement where he served for 41 years before 
retiring in 2010 as the Claremore police chief. Perry then went on 
to become the city's Mayor on April 2011. Over 40 years ago, he 
was elected as a freeholder to participate in writing the Charter for 
the City of Claremore. In 2013, he was inducted into the Oklahoma 
Law Enforcement Hall of Fame and was named the Progressive 
Citizen of the Year by the Claremore Daily Progress. He served on 
various community boards and was an advocate for the protection 
of children.

Patricia “Diane” Reece 1952-2013
Northeastern State University alumna and recipient of the National 
Teaching in Excellence Award, Patricia “Diane” Reece died December 
4, 2013 at the age of 61. Reece grew up in Porum, Okla. She later 
obtained both her Bachelor of Science in Education in 1988 and a 
Masters of Education in 1995 from NSU. Reece taught at Bokoshe for 
36 years, founded the town library, and was responsible for Bokoshe 
obtaining the 21st Century Afterschool Program Grant for 10 years. 
Reece was also a National Board certified teacher, a state finalist for 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year, and a winner of an Oklahoma Medal 
of Excellence in Teaching in 2010. Weeks following her death, Reece 
was awarded the highly prestigious 2014 Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. 

CLASS ACTS
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Men's Basketball Coach Larry  
Gibson retires
Larry Gipson stepped down as men’s 
basketball coach after leading NSU 
for the past 17 seasons. He finished 
his career with a record of 280-201 
at Northeastern State. His all-time 
collegiate coaching record stands at 
565-361, and he finished 336-259 at 
the NCAA level.

His 280 career victories place him 
second at Northeastern State behind 

only Jack Dobbins (314), and his .582 
winning percentage is the best in 
school history. He reached the 100- 
and 200-win milestones faster than 
any other coach in program history.

Gipson led NSU to 10 winning 
seasons, five 20-win campaigns 
and five appearances in the NCAA 
Championship tournament (1999-
2003, 2013). His marquee season 

came in 2002-2003, when he guided 
his team to a 32-3 record and the 
lone NCAA Division II National 
Championship in Redmen/RiverHawks 
basketball history. Gipson was 
inducted into the NSU Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2004 for his outstanding 
coaching feat.

“Mentor, teacher, respected, 
competitive, caring, gracious, 
philosophical, analytical, and 
excellence are only a few terms to 
describe the coach and person that 
personify Larry Gipson,” NSU Director 
of Athletics Tony Duckworth said. 
“Larry has reached the pinnacle of 
his career by winning two national 
championships and serving as 
president of the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches (NABC), and I 
will personally miss working with him 
on a daily basis. I anticipate Larry 
will excel in the next stage of his life 
as he did during his 40 years in the 
business.”
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Rob Robinson Named NSU Head Football Coach
Northeastern State University named 
Rob Robinson as the 19th head football 
coach in school history.

Robinson has spent the last 12 years 
under Craig Schurig as a member of 
the Washburn Ichabod coaching staff, 
serving as the offensive coordinator 
for the last four seasons. He also 
directed the running backs for the 
last seven years and coached the 

wide receivers for the five years prior 
to that. He served as the recruiting 
coordinator from 2002-2010 and was 
the academic coordinator from 2010-
2013.

“Rob Robinson was on my short list 
from the beginning, and once I began 
having conversations with him it 
was clear he met the characteristics 
I sought in our next head football 

coach,” NSU Director of Athletics Tony 
Duckworth said. “Coach Robinson is a 
great addition to the NSU family, and 
he will be an outstanding leader of our 
football program. I am thrilled Rob, Jes 
and their children will wear green and 
white.”

“I am very excited for the opportunity 
to take over a program at a great 
university,” Robinson said. “I didn’t 
want to be a head coach just to be a 
head coach. I wanted to be at a place 
that has a chance to be successful, and 
Northeastern State has everything it 
needs to build a quality program.”

Robinson has been an integral 
member of a Washburn staff that has 
turned around the Ichabod program 
over the last decade. Washburn 
averaged 3.3 wins from 1989-2003 
and had just one winning season, but 
the Ichabods have averaged 7.9 wins 
from 2004-2013 and have posted 10 
straight winning campaigns.
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2014 NSU Athletics Hall of Fame inductees unveiled
The newest class inducted into the 
NSU Athletics Hall of Fame includes 
four All-Americans and one of the most 
influential director of athletics in school 
history. Receiving the honor for 2014 
were Gil Cloud, Shelbie Allison Glover, 
Micah Lomas, Alli Toomer Moore, and 
Wes Pitcock.

Gil Cloud, Administration 
1994-2000

Gil Cloud served as Director of Athletics 
at Northeastern State from 1994-2000. 
Under Cloud’s recommendation and 
guidance, NSU made the transition from 
the NAIA to the NCAA. He established 
NSU as a member of the Lone Star 
Conference, and he implemented an 
athletics administration team. He was 
also serving as Director of Athletics 
when the NSU football team won the 
1994 NAIA National Championship.

During his time as NSU AD, he oversaw a 
renovation of Jack Dobbins Field House 
that included a new floor, a remodeled 
lobby and ticket sales area, improved 
lighting, chair-back seating, and a VIP 
suite for donors and boosters. He also 
negotiated a beverage contract for the 
university, led a redesign of the soccer 
complex that included bleachers and 
fencing, and helped acquire corporately 
funded scoring systems for the baseball, 
softball and basketball facilities. 

Shelbie Allison Glover, Women’s Golf 
2000-2002

Shelbie Allison Glover was the first All-
American in NSU women’s golf history, 
earning the distinction from the National 
Golf Coaches Association (NGCA) in 
both 2001 and 2002. She was also an 
NGCA All-American Scholar in 2001. 

She helped lead NSU to two Lone Star 
Conference Championships (2001-
2002) and competed on two teams 
that finished sixth (2002) and seventh 
(2001), respectively, at the NCAA 
Championship finals. She finished 11th 
at the national championship in 2001 
and tied for 17th in 2002. She also is one 
of only four women golfers in school 
history to have won the LSC Individual 
Championship (2001). 

Micah Lomas, Football 
1999-2003

Micah Lomas was a four-year 
letterwinner at Northeastern State and 
was a two-year captain. He was named 
a Daktronics All-American and was 
honored as the Lone Star Conference 
Offensive Lineman of the Year in both 
2001 and 2002. He was a three-time All-
LSC First Team honoree (2000-2002) 
and was named the LSC North Division 
Freshman of the Year in 1999.

Alli Toomer Moore, Women’s Golf 
2003-2006

Alli Toomer Moore was a four-year 
letterwinner at Northeastern State. 

She was named an NGCA All-American 
in 2004 and 2006, and she was also a 
three-time NGCA All-American Scholar 
(2004-2006). She was twice named 
to the All-LSC First Team and the LSC 
All-Tournament Team (2005-2006). She 
was also twice honored as the  
LSC Academic Player of the Year  
(2005-2006) and was a three-time 
member of the LSC All-Academic Team 
(2004-2006).

She is one of only three women’s 
golfers in school history to compete 
in at least three NCAA Championship 
tournaments (2003-04, 2006), and her 
eighth-place finish at the 2004 National 
Championship is the best in school 
history. She led the 2004 team to a 
fourth-place finish at the national finals, 
which was second-best in school history.

Wes Pitcock, Men’s Basketball 
1997-2001

Wes Pitcock competed at NSU from 
1997-01 and left as the all-time leading 
scorer in school history (now third on 
the list). He was named to the 2001 
NABC All-America Third Team, and he 
was also honored as the 2001 Lone Star 
Conference North Division Player of the 
Year. 

He was a three-time All-LSC North 
Division honoree (2001 First Team, 
2000 Second Team, 1999 Honorable 
Mention), and he was named to the  
LSC All-Academic Team three times 
(1999-2001).
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