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Greetings from your university, NSU. This 
year’s Homecoming was a great success and truly 
was the “Greatest Show on Earth” for all involved. 
From the block party and parade to the fireworks 
show and 65th Anniversary of the John Vaughan 
Library, NSU was bustling with events designed for 
everyone.  Certainly the capstone of Homecoming 
was the Emerald Ball where 2006 alumna, Carrie 
Underwood, provided an acoustic concert to an 
enthusiastic group of sponsors, donors, students, 
and friends of Northeastern State University. We 
are so proud of Carrie and her accomplishments and 
appreciate her for making time to come home again.   

As with all major events, we had tremendous 
support from our faculty, staff, and students. I want 
to thank everyone who worked so hard to make sure 
that all events under the big top were spectacular.   
To you, our valued alumni, thank you for staying 
connected and for supporting your alma mater.

As you know, the Emerald Ball was a fundraiser 
to support student scholarships and I am pleased to 
report that we raised approximately $40,000. Thank 
you to everyone who purchased a table or ticket, 
and those who made a purchase in the silent or live 
auctions. As I stated at the Emerald Ball, privately 
funded student scholarships remain our most critical 
need. As our state appropriation remains flat, students 
and their families are bearing a larger portion of the 
cost to attend NSU. We are committed to containing 
costs but recognize there are significant unfunded 
and unmet needs. We need your help!

Recently, we contracted with the JF Smith 
Group, Auburn, AL, to conduct a feasibility study in 
preparation for our next major fundraising campaign. 
From multiple campus and community meetings, 
a list totaling $74.3 million of unmet needs for our 
campuses in Tahlequah, Muskogee, and Broken 
Arrow was developed for consideration. Identified 
priorities include: student scholarships, faculty 
endowed chairs and professorships, equipment and 
technology, and brick and mortar projects.  Although 
the final goal for our next fundraising campaign 
will not be $74.3 million, we will ultimately 
establish a reasonable yet ambitious goal based on 
recommendations from the Smith Group.

One way you can help is to give to the NSU 
Annual Fund. Very soon you will receive information 
through the mail describing the ways you can support 
projects at NSU. I ask you to consider how you 

can support student scholarship needs and provide 
funds for extra programming and activities that 
otherwise could not be offered to NSU students. 
You can simply designate on the form your gift to 
the NSU Annual Fund, the academic college fund of 
your choice, the scholarship fund in your particular 
college, or “other.”

There are great things happening at NSU. Here is 
a list of a few of these initiatives:

• $5.5 million renovation and expansion of  
  the Fitness Center

• Occupational Therapy program started in  
  January 2014 at Muskogee is off to a 

 strong start
• Lesley L. Walls Low Vision Center at   

  Broken Arrow is meeting the needs of those  
  with chronic vision problems

• Oklahoma State Regents for Higher   
  Education approved our request to start a  
  Physician’s Assistant Program on Oct. 16, 2014

• Bidding opened Nov. 6  for the   
  $15 million student housing project to   
  include construction of a new 344 bed   
  semi-suite complex, renovation to Wyly   
  Hall for 122 beds, and updates to the   
  HVAC and plumbing in Leoser Hall 

• Phase I of the renovation of Wilson Hall has  
  been estimated at a cost of $3 million

• New Strategic Plan to begin Jan. 1, 2015
• Our distinguished and hard-working   

  faculty and staff are providing a great   
  education to students

In conclusion, as Penny and I come to the end of 
our third year of service to NSU, I want to say thank 
you. We are blessed to be part of the Green & White 
Network. The future is bright and we are excited 
about the potential for great accomplishments in the 
years ahead. Stay in touch.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President
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Students, staff and alumni were treated to the “Greatest Show on Earth” during 

Homecoming 2014, Oct. 19-25. See highlights on Page 4-5.
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HOMECOMING
NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH!  
Oct. 19-25, 2014
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Alumni News
Bullish on the NSU
Recently, I was reading through 
an industry magazine, and came 
across an intriguing notion that 
really struck a chord with me:

Your diploma is like a stock 
certificate.

As a holder of a stock certificate, 
you are part-owner or a 
shareholder of that company, right? 
In effect then, your diploma makes 
you a shareholder in Northeastern 
State. Just as in the world of 

finance, as the value of Northeastern grows, so does the value 
of your degree, represented in this case by your diploma/stock 
certificate.

All across the state, region and nation, alumni are adding value 
to an NSU degree by the good works they are doing in their 
professions and in their daily lives. Every time our alumni are 
recognized, honored, awarded or otherwise spotlighted, the 
value of an NSU diploma increases. Our alumni grow successful 
businesses, are named teachers of the year, ascend to prestigious 
board positions, receive commendations for distinguished service 
and are recognized as industry leaders and innovators. Whether 
direct or indirect, there is a positive association with NSU that 
increases shareholder value.

Continuing with this parallel, NSU just recently hosted a sort 
of “shareholder’s meeting” in the form of Homecoming Week. 
This gave us a chance to honor and celebrate a number of alumni 
who are adding value to the institution’s stock. Specifically, we 
recognized the three Alumni Association honorees, Bill Pierce 
and Will Thomas, both Distinguished Alumni, and Sarah 
Vann, Outstanding Young Alumna, for their achievements in 
the industries of senior living, writing and public education 
respectively. Additionally, close to 50 alumni returned to the 
Tahlequah campus to share their insights and experiences with 

NSU students through the alumni teach-in sessions the colleges 
hosted during Homecoming Week. And, we will not soon forget 
NSU’s most recognized “shareholder,” Carrie Underwood, 
who closed out the Homecoming festivities with an amazing 
performance at Emerald Ball, an event that raised nearly $40,000 
for student scholarships.

Investors are attracted to enterprises that offer value and show 
good returns. In this case, alumni are the “returns” and the 
“investors” are students. Access to a strong alumni network is 
consistently cited as a key factor that influences a student’s choice 
on which college to attend. The Alumni Association has developed 
and collaborates on a number of efforts and programs designed to 
expose students to our alumni community. The Future Alumni 
Network, now in its fifth year, is one such program. Student 
members of the organization commonly known as FAN are 
presented with a variety of opportunities to network with alumni. 
The Alumni Association also partners with Career Services on 
multiple events, such as Nothing But Net(working) and the 
GreenLink Dinner which bring alumni and students together. 
Each occasion is an opportunity for students to see, through our 
alumni, that an NSU diploma can be a low-risk, high-reward 
investment strategy.

So whether you are a passive shareholder or an active one, know 
that what you do can and does add value to NSU. And the more 
invested you are in your alma mater, the more that stock certificate 
bearing the seal of Northeastern State on it is worth.

See you soon!

 

 
Daniel Johnson 
Director of Alumni Services

Alumni News

Consider serving Northeastern through Board Service 

Legacy Scholarship Recipients

Anne Nicole George, granddaughter of 
Lynn Burris (’60) and Paula Burris (’62), from 
Tahlequah, majoring in Biology/Dental Hygiene

“I was born bleeding green. I have been taught 
the value of an education because NSU has 
created that legacy in my relatives. I can see how 
it has shaped the values, morals and goals of my 

family. NSU has made my family what it is today and for that I am 
very proud.” 

Trevor Reed, grandson of Lanny and Barbara 
(’83) Reed, grandson of Dr. Brian and Deborah 
(’78) Rader, from Cabot, Arkansas, majoring in 
Biology

“From family pictures in front of Seminary Hall, 
to football at Gable Field, hoops at Dobbins Field 
House, proms in the ballroom and my parent’s 

wedding reception at the alumni center, I’ve heard the stories and seen 
the pictures. My family’s fabric is woven with NSU thread. Now, I 
get to experience firsthand the things I’ve heard. I have a deep respect 
for the legacy I am following, my family whose lives are what they are 
because of their time at NSU. I hold that legacy in high regard and 
look forward to the opportunity of adding my chapter to it. “

Taylor Langley, granddaughter of Bill Langley, 
Jr. (’69) and Linda Langley (’70), daughter of Bill 
Langley, III (’99), from Watts, majoring in Health 
and Physical Education

“My grandfather told me that NSU was fun and 
full of social activities. He enjoyed living with his 
roommates and playing cards. He appreciated the 

down-to-earth atmosphere and that he knew students in every class. 
He has prepared me for challenging classes, meeting new people, 
appreciating new experiences and the demands of college. I look 
forward to all college has to offer and to become a proud alumnus of 
NSU like my grandparents and father before me.”

Sean Self, grandson of Bill Settle (’60), son 
of Shelley Self (’92), from Tulsa, majoring in 
Business Administration

“My grandfather’s experience at NSU has shown 
me a few things that I can look forward to when 
attending school in Tahlequah: to help me succeed 
in life and fulfill my desire to earn a college 

degree, to be successful in life and send me down the right path.  My 
grandfather’s stories about him and his best friend tell me that NSU is a 
friendly community which is something I am looking for.”The NSU community is more strongly connected and engaged because of dedicated alumni who volunteer their 

time and energy. The Alumni Association’s leadership seeks such individuals to serve on its 18-member Board 
of Directors. Board directors come from all walks of life including education, business, economic development, 
nonprofit, healthcare and many other professions. Many directors also serve on a variety of other boards and 
contribute that experience and knowledge to the benefit of the Alumni Association. Valuable traits that serve the 
board well include:

• Commitment to promote the interests and welfare of NSU
• Desire to encourage interactions between alumni through 
 community service, programming and events
• Willingness to volunteer
•	 Confidence	to	share	insights,	knowledge	and	expertise

Alumni interested in learning more about serving on the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors can contact Director of Alumni Services, Daniel Johnson, 
at johnso89@nsuok.edu or call 918-444-4211.

The greatest recruiters of future Northeastern State University students are often a student’s own family members. For this reason, 
the NSU Alumni Association features multiple programs designed to introduce young people to the benefits and traditions of 
Northeastern State, including the Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship.  

Since 1998, the NSU Alumni Association has awarded Legacy Scholarships to family members of Northeastern’s alumni. Given 
annually, these awards go to deserving first-time entering freshmen selected by the scholarship committee made up of members of the 
Alumni Association’s board of directors. Those awarded can be considered for future scholarships, as well by the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. 

To be eligible for consideration, applicants must first complete the NSU Freshmen Online Scholarship Application and indicate they 
are a child or grandchild of an NSU alumnus. Those eligible will receive an invitation to apply for the Legacy Scholarship in May. 
Although the scholarship is available to all students, preference will be given to applicants who are children or grandchildren of active 
NSU Alumni Association members. The recipients of the 2014-2015 Legacy Scholarship are:

The NSU Alumni Board of Directors welcomes 
Michael Bolding as a member this year. From 
Dr. NSU to Physician of the Year at Washington 
Regional Medical Center his first year of practice, 
Michael Bolding has always been a standout. 
During his time at NSU, Bolding embraced the 
college experience, participating in numerous 
organizations and extra-curricular activities such 
as the Kappa Sigma fraternity, Interfraternity 
Council, Rookie Bridge Camp, and Redmen 
Ambassadors. 

The 2001 NSU graduate, finished second in his class at medical school, 
and was named Clinician of the Year as a senior and Intern of the Year 
during his residency. Bolding is the Service Chief of Internal Medicine 
and Hospitalist at Washington Regional in Fayetteville, AR. He serves 
on the faculty at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences where 
he has his own rotation for seniors in Internal Medicine. Bolding 
lives with his wife, Mary Jane, also an alumna of NSU, and their two 
children, Merrick and Millie. In 2013, Bolding was named Outstanding 
Young Alumnus at NSU. He continues to actively participate in 
community groups and activities such as BrandNewChurch, WRMC 
Foundation, and the Hospice Foundation.

Bolding joins Board of Directors
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NSU honored, humbled by recent estate gifts totaling over $1 million
More than 70 years ago, Mary Kathryn Stewart and Elizabeth 
Hodges Timmons graduated from Northeastern State University 
and made their respective ways into the world. After their passing, 
each woman has honored their alma mater with estate gifts which 
will have a major impact on scholarship funding for future students.  

Mary Kathryn Stewart, who received her Bachelor of Science in 
Education in 1940 from NSU (then known as Northeastern State 
College), was born in Yahola, OK. After graduation, Stewart worked 
as a cashier at NSU until 1951 when she left to pursue a license clerk 
position at the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation in 
Oklahoma City. At this position, Stewart brought in $250 per month.
After 34 years with the Dept. of Wildlife Conservation, and having 
risen to become supervisor of the licensing division, Stewart retired. 
Although Stewart never married, she lived with her sister, Eva, to 
save money. Both women lived very frugal lifestyles with steady 
savings, which eventually led to more sizable investments, mainly in 
the form of bonds. Eventually, Stewart moved to Claremore, where 
she later passed away in March 2013.

Shortly after her death, Richard Hoar, Stewart’s executor, notified 
NSU that a large portion of her estate would be donated to the NSU 
Foundation. Early this year, NSU received more than $750,000.

This generous donation has since been designated by the 
Foundation’s board of trustees for a new Light the Way Scholarship 
for students and the President’s Leadership Class scholarship, the 
most prestigious leadership scholarship available at NSU.  

When asked about the impact of this recent donation, Peggy Glenn, 
Director of Development and Executive Director of the NSU 
Foundation expressed sincere gratitude and honor for the university 
to be the recipient of such a donation.

“An estate gift, regardless of its size, is a simple but impactful way to 
leave a lasting legacy while providing the donor with control over 
what types of students or programs will perpetually benefit from that 
donation after they are gone,” she said.

The second estate gift that NSU received came from Elizabeth 
Hodges Timmons, a Welling, OK native, who attended NSU in the 
early 1930s. It was here that she met her husband, Allen Timmons, 

a 1934 NSU graduate who became a Navy recruiter and later, the 
Human Resources Director at the Philadelphia Mint.

In 1973, following her husband’s passing, Timmons returned 
to Tahlequah, and spent the next 40 years making all types of 
handmade crafts, traveling with groups nationally and occasionally 
internationally to sell them.  

Timmons contacted the NSU Foundation in 2007 about establishing 
a scholarship as part of her estate plan, where she was able to help 
craft the scholarship guidelines. Through this process, she became 
a member of the NSU Foundation’s Guardian Society, a group for 
those who have made arrangements for estate gifts to the university.

Timmons passed away in August of this year and recently the NSU 
Foundation was presented with a check for $325,000, by a Timmons 
Family Foundation Trustee, Shirley Grooms, Timmons’ niece. 
Through the Allen and Elizabeth Timmons Endowed Scholarship, 
full-time education majors will benefit for generations to come.  

“The recent gifts from the estates of Mary Kathryn Stewart and 
Elizabeth Hodges Timmons speak volumes about the lasting impact 
that an NSU education has on students,” said NSU President Steve 
Turner. “Both of these ladies attended our university more than 74 
years ago, yet they appreciated their campus experience so much that 
they made provisions in their estates to support student scholarships. 
Their contributions will have a phenomenal impact on the lives 
of NSU students for generations to come. I sincerely appreciate 
these significant gifts, knowing that these bequests will help us meet 
NSU’s most critical need, privately funded scholarships.”

Kaiser Foundation grants scholarship to NSU’s College of Education
The George Kaiser Family Foundation awards Northeastern State 
University’s College of Education a $50,000 grant for their Education 
Professionally Immersed Co-Teaching Program, more commonly 
referred to as EPIC.

Ken Levit, executive director of The George Kaiser Family 
Foundation formally presented the grant for scholarships to 
Northeastern State University president, Dr. Steve Turner on July 25 
at the Regional University System of Oklahoma regents meeting that 
was held at the NSU-Tahlequah campus.

“The availability of affordable, high quality early childhood education 
is a high priority for the foundation and we are pleased to partner 
with NSU in this important initiative,” Levit said. 

Scholarships will be granted by the NSU Foundation to EPIC 
students who will teach at Tulsa Educare, an early childhood program 
with three schools in the Tulsa area, in the upcoming academic 
year. Each student who is qualified and selected for the program 
will receive a $5,000 annual scholarship. There is a limit of 10 
scholarships per year.

“This is the first time that NSU has received funding from the 
George Kaiser Family Foundation,” Turner said.  “The grant is a huge 
boost to our scholarship efforts and a testament to the creativity and 
hard work of our College of Education and the NSU Foundation.”

EPIC puts students in front of the classroom almost twice as long 
as currently required. This program spans a full academic year and 
students receive up to 30 credit hours and as many as 34 weeks of 
valuable experience in a public school setting.

The pilot program included nine NSU students according to Dr. 
Stan Sanders, assistant professor and clinical education director. 
Three of the students had employment contracts before the semester 
ended and all but one are currently employed as teachers. The ninth 
student went on to pursue a degree in a master’s program.

A total of 30 students have volunteered to be part of the EPIC 
program this fall. This immersive learning program is offered in all 
12 of the majors offered within Northeastern’s College of Education, 
including early childhood education.

NSU receives $735,000 grant from National Child Welfare Workforce Institute
The Department of Social Work at Northeastern State University 
is now one of 11 universities nationally to receive funding to 
financially and educationally support social work students who 
desire a career in the field of child welfare.

The U.S. Children’s Bureau, through the administration of 
the National Child Welfare Workforce Institute, awarded NSU 
$735,000 for the next five years. The NSU social work program 
will seek candidates who have at least 60 hours in undergraduate 
coursework and will enroll a cohort of eight students for the 
upcoming summer semester.

In addition to student educational support, the grant also 
encompasses a formal partnership with the Cherokee Nation 

Indian Child Welfare program which will enhance tribal services 
through the recruitment, training and retention of a diverse child 
welfare workforce. 

The other 10 universities to receive national funding from 
NCWWI are: Indian University, Missouri State University, 
University of Alaska-Anchorage, University of California-Berkley, 
University of Connecticut, University of Minnesota-Duluth, 
University of Missouri-Kansas City, University of North Dakota, 
University of New Hampshire and Wayne State University.

For more information on the program, contact Dr. Virginia 
Drywater-Whitekiller, Principal Investigator at 918-444-3517. 

President’s Circle Member!

As a President’s Circle member, enjoy exclusive benefits, 
including: invitations to special events, a complimentary 
one-day parking permit for the Tahlequah campus and 
recognition on the NSU Foundation’s website and NSU 
Foundation Annual Report. Visit www.nsugiving.com for 
a complete list of benefits or to donate online.

If you have graduated with your first degree from NSU in 
the last decade, you are invited to become a President’s Young 
Alumni Circle member. Young Alumni may become members 
and enjoy the same benefits as President’s Circle members 
at tiered giving levels. Monthly credit card or bank draft 
payments make membership even more convenient.

If you graduated within: Annual donation amount

0-3 years $250
4-6 years $500
7-9 years $750

PRESIDENT’S YOUNG ALUMNI CIRCLE LEVELS

Please consider helping NSU students by becoming 
a President’s Circle or President’s Young Alumni Circle 
member today!

*If your employer participates in a matching gift program, you may use your employer’s 
matching contribution toward qualifying for membership.

If you graduated within: Annual donation amount

10 years ago or more $1000 +

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE LEVEL
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Dr. Kent Lashley ’67 and ’69 flipping the game 
coin during the celebration of Gable Field’s 
50th Anniversary.

Members of the ‘94 national championship football 
team gather for the 20th anniversary reunion. 

Rod Tyndall ’85 and David Martin ’86 
at the Green and White Golf Classic.

Leonard Wilkins 
and Jack Reese 
at the President’s 
Leadership Class 
Fish Fry. 

Koby Cross ‘13, Patrick Vaughan ‘10, 
Braeden Mack, Quin Hall ’12 and ‘14, 
Ben Elllis ‘11, Kaili Endres ’14 and Craig Ellis 
at the NSU Alumni Association Drillers Night. Ted Vancuren ’60 

and ‘67, Ron Perdue 
‘62 and Rodger 
Lefler ’62 and ’69 
at the NSU 
Alumni Association 
Drillers Night. 

Amy Sanders ’09 and ’13 
and Riley Ketcher ’10 and ’13 
at Champagne Bingo.

//SNAPSHOTS//

1964 NSU Graduates receiving their Half Century certificates and medals 
at the Alumni Association Honors Dinner during Homecoming week.

The Nifty Fifties graduates always 
having a great time on their 
Homecoming parade float. 

Clyde Barkley ‘77, Mark Dobbins ‘79, Jack Dobbins ’51 and men’s 
basketball coach Jason Tinsley at the Athletics Breakfast the 
morning of Homecoming Week. 

Dale Long ‘61, Lynn Burris ’60 
and ‘62, and Ray Ford ‘60 at 
the Nifty Fifties Reunion during 
Homecoming week. 

Clarice and Maurice Turney ’48 at the Alumni Association 
Honors Dinner held during the week of Homecoming.

The BancFirst Green and White Classic team with 
Chris Cockman, Brian Miggletto ‘90, Mark Gish ‘92, 
Scott Wright, Randy Hale ‘75 and Chief Bill John Baker ‘72. 

Patsi Nix Smith, Isabel Baker ‘50, 
Paula Burris ’62 and ‘64, Mary 
Battenfield ‘60 and Janice Carletti at 
the President’s Circle Reception. 

If you have photos you would like to submit, contact the Office of Alumni Services 
at 918-458-2143, email: alumni@nsuok.edu, or mail to 812 N. Cedar Ave., Tahlequah, OK 74464
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NSU ranked in three categories for US News & World Report: Best Colleges
In a recent study conducted by U.S. News & World Report, 
within the Regional Universities (West) Rankings, Northeastern 
State University was listed as tied in 84th place for Best Regional 
Universities, tied for 34th place for Top Public Schools and tied for 
29th place for Best Colleges for Veterans.

In the Best Regional (West) Category, NSU was tied with California 
State University-Los Angeles, California State University-San 
Marcos, Lubbock Christian University, Southern Nazarene 
University, Stephen F. Austin University and Western Oregon 
University. NSU made this notable list with other universities such 
as Gonzaga University, Loyola Marymount University and San Jose 
State University.

Within the state of Oklahoma, NSU and the University of Central 
Oklahoma are the only regional universities to make the list. NSU 
and UCO are also the only Oklahoma universities to be listed as Top 
Public Schools in the west division of regional universities, and NSU 
is the only regional university from Oklahoma to make the Best 
Colleges for Veterans list.

“We are dedicated to our students’ success, and we strive to make 
the entire NSU experience something they can look back on with 
pride,” President Steve Turner said. “We know that strong academics 
lead to career readiness, but we also offer a wide array of learning 
opportunities that go beyond the classroom. We take pride in our 
national rankings, but the most meaningful benchmark is the impact 
our graduates continue to make on our state and nation.

NSU helps address teacher shortage
Northeastern State University produces more teachers than any other 
institution in Oklahoma. Recognizing the shortage of people entering 
the field, the goal of RiverHawk Academy for Future Teachers 
(RAFT) is to provide outreach to interested high school students in 
teaching careers.

Efforts began in October with outreach to high school counselors and 
sponsors of the Area Academic Commitment to Education program 
and visits to high schools.

Orientations into the education profession will be provided 
through three one-day academies at each of NSU’s campuses. The 
academies will be held during spring of 2015. The students will not 
only participate in literacy activities, but will be introduced to non-
traditional methods of teaching, including robotics, which also puts an 
emphasis on teaching science and mathematics.

Dr. Ken Hancock, assistant dean of the College of Education at NSU, 
adds, “It is our hope to show exceptional high school students that 
teaching is a career that provides exciting challenges and techniques 
that will engage students in learning in all subject areas; that teaching 
is more fun and rewarding when students get involved with hands-on 
learning. It is our desire through these one-day academies to bring the 
best and brightest into the profession of education.”

The U.S. Department of Education 
reported in March of 2014 that the 
teacher shortage areas for the state of 
Oklahoma for the 2013-2014 school 
year were in a critical stage. With 
shortages in almost every certification 
area, this academy allows a day of 
hands-on experiences, including 
instruction, creative lesson planning 
and technology that give students real 
insight into the profession. These academies are being funded by the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSHRE) through an 
Oklahoma Teacher Connection Grant.

These students will be juniors and seniors in the fall of 2015 in the 
school districts of Ketchum, Pryor and Indianola. Our outreach will 
extend to potential partnerships with Muskogee, Tahlequah, Keys, 
Preston, Eufaula, Tulsa, Union, Broken Arrow, Coweta, Jenks, 
Bixby, Owasso, Stilwell, Poteau, Ft. Gibson and Locust Grove High 
schools. Students who participate in the program will network with 
school partners (counselors) to establish and promote the career of 
education.

NSU, TurboVote engage  
students in democracy
Northeastern State University Student Affairs is 
offering multiple opportunities to keep students 
engaged and up-to-date in the political world.

NSU has partnered with Democracy Works, a 
nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit and the creator 
of TurboVote, an app that makes voting quick, 
easy and hassle-free. Seth Flaxman, co-founder 
and executive director of Democracy Works, 
missed several elections in college as a student, 
spawning the idea for the app.

When a student signs up with TurboVote, all 
relevant elections are kept track of on the local 
and national level. When an upcoming election 
nears, text and email reminders are sent out 
to the student. The app also serves as a one-
stop shop for all things voting, including voter 
registration, requests for absentee ballots, and 
even paper copies of completed forms with 
stamped, addressed envelopes to a student’s local 
election officials.

During the Student Affairs Administrators in 
Higher Education (NASPA) annual conference, 
Helen Lahrman, coordinator of Greek Life and 
Community Engagement for NSU-Tahlequah, 
and Chris Adney, director of Student Activities, 
were formally introduced to staff members of 
TurboVote and were able to ask specific questions 
on how the product could be managed on NSU’s 
campus.

The Northeastern Student Government 
Association (NSGA) has taken much interest 
to help push the initiative. On Sept. 11, NSGA 
set up tables where students were able to ask 
questions and gather information, and even sign 
up for TurboVote. The organization was able to 
use the event to gauge interest levels from the 
campus community on the importance of voting. 
A second opportunity for students took place on 
National Voter Registration Day, Sept. 23. 

With NSU being the first higher education 
institution in the state of Oklahoma to sign on to 
the NASPA’s Lead Initiative, Lahrman hopes to 
set an example and be seen as a resource to other 
institutions in the state.

Economic summit at NSU focuses  
on transforming communities

More than 300 community leaders gathered on the NSU-Tahlequah campus 
in October for the Northeast Oklahoma Regional Alliance’s Sixth Annual 
Regional Summit. The summit’s focus was “The Power of Us: Connectivity and 
Creativity.” Attendees participated in workshops which focused on four different 
aspects of the northeast Oklahoma economy—growing local communities, 
inspiring healthy communities, transforming local economies and building a 
better workforce.
 
Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Bill John Baker, Northeastern State University 
President Steve Turner, Rogers State University President Larry Rice and NORA 
Chairman Jim Wilson gave welcome and introductions. Keynote speakers 
included David Woods, CEO of Giant Partners, Department of Commerce 
Deputy Secretary Deidre Myers and Bill Millet, Scope View Strategic Advantage.

The annual summit placed an important focus on individual communities. 
NORA presented the Community Snapshots workshop, which provided 
an economic snapshot for specific regions and outlined areas of economic 
importance for individual communities. 

This year’s awards included the Google Community Champion Award 
presented to Baker Hughes of Claremore, the NSU Innovative Collaboration 
Award presented to Great Days of Service Mayes County and the Cherokee 
Nation Businesses Crossing Borders Collaboration Award presented to the 
Cherokee Hills Association.

Sponsors included Cherokee Nation Businesses, Grand River Dam Authority, 
Google, Indian Capital Technology Center, Sodexo, Cherokee Nation 
Entertainment, Northeastern State University, Rogers State University, 
MidAmerican Industrial Park, Pryor Chamber of Commerce, Public Service 
Company of Oklahoma, USDA, AT&T, McDonalds, Northeastern Health 
Systems, Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance, NEO Health, Lake Region Electric 
Cooperative, Bolt Fiber Optic Services, OK Policy Institute, People Inc., City of 
Sallisaw, Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce, Stilwell Public Library, Grand Savings 
Bank, Grand Gateway,  Northeast Technology Center and Zoe Institute.

For more information, visit the NORA website at www.neokregion.org.

NSU, CASC partner to offer four-year degrees in Elementary Ed and Special Ed
Northeastern State University and Carl Albert State College are 
making it even easier for students to receive in-demand education 
degrees in Oklahoma. Beginning in the fall of 2015, CASC students 
pursuing an Associate of Arts in Pre-Elementary Education can 
take classes for a Bachelor of Science in Pre-Elementary Education 
or a Bachelor of Science in Education – Special Education – Mild/
Moderate Disorders. Additionally, CASC students completing NSU’s 
special education program are eligible to sit for both the special 
education and elementary education exam. This marks the first time 
since NSU’s Smart Choice transfer program was established that a 
student can pursue a four-year degree without leaving their two-year 
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News News

New Android app a success for NSU freshman
During his senior year in high school, Jacob Scott of Fort 
Gibson took a video game class that piqued his interest. Little 
did he know just 10 months later he’d be launching an Android 
app, Fowl Play©, that would land on Google Play’s Top New 
Paid Games list. 

“When I first had ideas about the game I wanted to develop, 
I didn’t want to do a game about birds,” said Scott. However, 
the idea that evolved was just that—his main character is a 
penguin who wants to fly. He started with simple concepts of 
the characters, aircraft and other elements. By the end of June 
he completed most of the design work and began production of 
the game itself. 

Games usually have different ways to connect with customers. 
For Scott, he’d like to allow his gamers the opportunity to 
design new aircraft down the road.

Although his high school class taught 
him the basics of developing a simple 
PC game, he had to learn most of it 
on his own through YouTube videos, 
online forums, reading programming 
manuals and by emailing support 
teams. 

Now a freshman 
pursuing a major in visual 
communications and 
a minor in marketing 
at Northeastern State 
University, Scott has 
been producing digital 
media for the last five 
years. As to why he wants 
to complete a college 
education as he expands 
his knowledge of digital 
production, “while 
teaching myself, I also 
want other professionals 
to teach me what they 
know.” 

He felt there is also 
benefit from learning the 
right way to do things.

Ironically, Scott doesn’t play many video games, outside of the 
ones he develops. It consumes a lot of time to stay on top of this 
ever-evolving industry. More information about the game is 
available at bit.ly/fowlplayinfo.

Gailey Family Living Skills Lab open
The Gailey Family Living Skills Lab, which houses and provides 
hands-on, real life experience for students who are working toward 
the newly implemented Master of Science in Occupational Therapy, 
opened its doors April 21.
 
The program, one of only two master’s level 
OT programs in the state of Oklahoma, 
resides on Northeastern State University’s 
Muskogee campus. 
 
The implementation and completion of 
the program and the lab was made possible 
through numerous charitable donations from 
both governmental and private entities. 
 
The City of Muskogee Foundation 
contributed a $900K grant to aid the start-up 
costs of the program, and the program also 
received a $200,000 gift from 1964 NSU 
alumnus and 12-year NSU Foundation board 
member, the late Jesse Gailey and his wife, 
Marilyn. The donation from the Gailey family was used to fund the 
living skills teaching lab, which is outfitted with a kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom and a washer and dryer which students will use to practice 
their skills. 
 

“I know my father (who passed away in 2012) would be very happy,” 
said Mark Gailey, son of Marilyn and Jesse. “This is actually a better 
fit than some folks might think since he was a business grad, but 
it touches our family, just like it touches everyone’s. We want to 
continue to support NSU. It is very important to us.”

 
The program, which admits up to 20 students 
per year, runs 30 months and consists of 
81 credit hours. Students will participate 
in traditional classroom learning, as well as 
hands-on labs, clinicals and local fieldwork. 
 
With an inaugural class of 12 students, Dr. 
Judy Melvin, Director of NSU’s Occupational 
Therapy program expects the program to 
gain popularity and applicants as it grows and 
proves its worth.
 
“I receive five to 10 calls a week from a wide 
variety of students, current professionals, and 
adult learners, all interested in learning more 

about the program,” said Melvin.
 
For more information on the Master’s of Science in Occupational 
Therapy Program or the Gailey Family Living Skills Lab contact the 
NSU Occupational Therapy department at 918-444-5216.

FUTURE ALUMNI NETWORK 
Member Profile

Clubs Organizations/Activities: Future Alumni Network, 
Northeastern Student Government Association, Student Philanthropy 
Council, RiverHawk Ambassador, President’s Leadership Class, Go 
Vertigo Dance Company, Peer Orientation Leader, Rookie Bridge Camp 
Director, Student Homecoming Week Committee, 9-11 Day of Service, 
Veteran’s Day Candlelight Vigil, High School Leadership Conference

Career Aspirations: I aspire to work as a Campaign Consultant for non-
profit organizations and political candidates. I am currently looking into 
graduate schools for Advertising/Public Relations. 

Reason for choosing NSU: I knew it from the moment I first came 
to campus that NSU was the place for me. I loved the people and the 
environment it created. My NSU recruiter walked me through each 
step of the process in applying for scholarship opportunities and checked 
in with me weekly. I felt like he really cared about me and was excited 
for my opportunity at NSU. I received the President’s Leadership Class 
Scholarship—an offer I couldn’t refuse.  

Favorite NSU Memory:  Being crowned Miss NSU 2015 has to be my 
favorite moment! 

Favorite Class:  All of my business core classes have been hands-on and 
extremely rewarding.

Best piece of advice for future RiverHawks:  Be yourself. Wear green. 
Never back down. 

Best life lesson from NSU: Even when you feel like everyone is against 
you, there is always a larger amount of people who support you.

Tip for survival at NSU: Always check your email first thing when you 
wake up. You never know when the bookstore is going to have a flash sale. 
Paying full price for a T-shirt is simply unreasonable.

Part of being an alumna that you are looking most forward to: 
Having the opportunity to serve on the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and attending events like Emerald Ball and Homecoming to 
support current students.  

Reason for joining Future Alumni Network: I heard that they serve 
a lot of chicken wings and I never turn down the opportunity to interact 
with members of the NSU community.

Why is it important to be an active alumni member at your alma 
mater? Northeastern, our sons are staunch and true. Northeastern, 
I’ll always stand by you. For the green and white I’ll stand, because 
Northeastern is the best in all the land.

Name:  Katie Beasley
Hometown:  Ketchum, OK
Major:  Marketing, minor in       
 Media Studies
Year:  Junior

NSU employees named to 2014 
Native American 40 under 40

Each year the National Center for American Indian 
Enterprise Development (NCAIED) names 40 
recipients for the “Native American 40 Under 40” 
award. These individuals are emerging leaders from 
across Indian Country who have contributed in 
business and/or their communities through leadership 
roles, initiatives and dedication.

This year’s award recipients include a former NSU 
employee and an NSU alumna and current general 
counsel for NSU.

Amber Fite-Morgan (Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma) earned a Bachelor of Arts 2002 in 
Communications from NSU and currently serves as 
NSU’s General Counsel.

Fite-Morgan, a Muskogee native, also conveyed 
a message of the importance of a service-oriented 
lifestyle.

“I believe that giving back to your community is one 
of the most important things a person can do,” Fite-
Morgan said. “I think many people have privileges that 
others can only dream of, such as education, public 
servants, running water, electricity, etc. One way we 
can show gratitude for what we have is by simply 
giving back.”

Sedelta Oosahwee (Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara 
Nation) served as the coordinator for Student 
Programs in the Center for Tribal Studies at NSU 
before transitioning into the position of associate 
director for the White House Initiative on American 
Indian and Alaska Native Education Office.

Oosahwee, a Tahlequah native, focused mainly on 
success strategies for students of color in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields. She explained that giving back has never been 
anything that has required extra thought for her.

“I am not sure I really know any other way than to give 
back to my community. I grew up watching my parents 
and other family members model this behavior,” 
Oosahwee said. “I grew up with the understanding that 
I represent not only my family, but my tribe. You take 
care of your elders and the youth. You always give back 
to those less fortunate.”
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On Oct. 25, the NSU Alumni Association hosted its formal, “green tie” gala, 
Emerald Ball. The theme of the event, “Under the Big Top,” accompanied this year’s 
Homecoming theme, “The Greatest Show on Earth.”

Guests enjoyed fine dining, Outstanding Alumni accolades, live and silent auctions, 
a grand-prize emerald jewelry giveaway, and a special live acoustic performance by 
six-time Grammy award winner and NSU 2006 alumna, Carrie Underwood.

This year, President Steve Turner provided the opportunity for current students to 
win tickets to attend the performance for free. Total attendance for the event was 
563 people, including 440 Emerald Ball patrons and 123 students, NSU staff and 
volunteers.  

Chosen by the NSU Alumni Association’s Board of Directors, this year’s Distinguished 
Alumnus and Outstanding Young Alumnus, include Distinguished Alumni, Dr. 
William “Bill” Pierce, ’76, President of Baptist Village Communities, and Will 
Thomas, ’97, an award-winning author. The honoree for Outstanding Young Alumnus 
is Sarah Vann, ’02, a Milken Educator Award winner.

Although Emerald Ball has been in existence for the last 17 years, the event has only 
been specifically promoted as a benefit to raise money for student scholarships for 
the last two years. According to President Turner, this benefit aligns with NSU’s top 
private funding priority.  

Total proceeds for the event were approximately $39,000, with roughly $24,000 
coming from corporate donations and ticket sales, and the remaining amount coming 
from the live and silent auction proceeds.

In 2013, events such as Emerald Ball, along with private donations, allowed for nearly 
$725,000 to be awarded through 902 scholarships to deserving NSU students.  

“By all measures, the event was an overwhelming success,” Daniel Johnson, director 
of Alumni Services said. “In terms of attendance, corporate support, and most 
importantly, dollars raised, Emerald Ball 2014 set the bar at a whole new level.”

Carrie Underwood photo by Carrie Moore

Emerald Ball
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We have a theme at Baptist Village Communities: ‘Serving 
God, Serving You, Serving Together.’ That’s what I try to live 
every day. 

Bill Pierce is tending to God’s flocks. For nearly 25 years, 
he has worked for Baptist Village Communities and served 
on various national and statewide committees for long-term 
care, assisted living and services for the aging. Pierce is the 
president of BVC, which is the largest provider of not-for-
profit retirement community services in Oklahoma with eight 
communities serving over 2,000 people and managing over 
$65 million in assets. Under his leadership, BVC ranks in the 
top 100 of Ziegler Capital Markets list of the nation’s largest 
not-for-profit senior living organizations, the only one in 
Oklahoma on the list. A 1976 NSU graduate, Bill Pierce is a 
2014 NSU Distinguished Alumnus.

Born in Germany and raised in Oklahoma, Pierce grew up in 
Muskogee with his parents and two brothers. Pierce’s father 
was in the Air Force and when he wasn’t serving overseas, he 
was a recruiter for area high schools and colleges. 

Pierce enrolled at Bacone College after graduation. He 
transferred to Northeastern in 1974. In addition to taking 
a full class load in Tahlequah, the disciplined young man 
worked 40 hours a week as a custodian for his church in 
Muskogee. As a commuter, Pierce spent many hours on the 
road each week. He tried to maximize his time by taking a full 
course load and enrolling for summer semesters. 

At NSU, Pierce majored in business administration and 
economics. There, Drs. Gene Kozlowski, Clifford Wheeler, 
Earl Williams, and Brian Radar introduced new concepts to 
Pierce like management, finance, and administration. 

“I had new worlds open up to me when I started those 
subjects—things I’d never even thought about before,” Pierce 
said. “It was a great experience.”

In 1976, the NSU graduate headed to Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary where he later completed his master’s in education. 
“Pretty much since high school I had planned to go to 
seminary and get a master’s degree in education,” he 
explained. “I wanted to be a youth minister and an associate 
pastor and minister of education in a Baptist church. That was 
God’s call on my life.” 

A position as the minister of education and youth at Hugo 
First Baptist Church awaited Pierce and his wife Susan after 
seminary. The pair moved to the Sapulpa First Baptist Church 
six years later. During his tenure with the First Baptist 
Church organizations, Pierce volunteered at the Baptist 
Village Communities. There, his passion for the mission and 
his business administration, finance and management talents 
did not go unnoticed.  

“I had no background knowledge of Baptist Village 
Communities [when we moved to Hugo],” he admitted, “but 
there was a village there so I got involved as a volunteer. I did 
whatever they needed help doing. When we moved to Sapulpa 
we had a village in Owasso and I started volunteering there. 
Along the way they asked me to get involved professionally, so 
I did.”

Today, Pierce continues to serve the ministry through his 
work at BVC. As president, he leads a team of 750 employees 
as they serve over 2,000 people each day. From electronic 
health records to person-centered services, this NSU alumnus 
and his BVC team are transforming their field and leading the 
charge to shape the future of aging services. 

“There is no doubt that I use what I learned at Northeastern 
every single day,” Pierce shared. “What I do is extremely 
challenging and extremely rewarding and I was well-prepared 
for that along the way.” 

2014 Alumni Association Honoree

BILL 
PIERCE
Distinguished Alumnus
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I worked full time and went to school full time. I vowed that 
I was going to do something with my degree when I was done 
with it. 

Will Thomas was different from other kids. A Yankee who 
relocated to Oklahoma as a teen, Thomas was displaced with 
his love of everything Scottish, British movies and Victorian 
England. 

“My parents were taking me to all the British movies like 
Mary Poppins, Willy Wonka, and things like that. Of course 
it was James Bond when I got a little older. I had a love of 
England that was programmed into me,” Thomas reflected.

Today, these passions combined with a gift for writing have 
endeared Thomas to audiences around the globe. The 
critically acclaimed author has penned six Victorian mysteries 
to date including, “Some Danger Involved” and “The Black 
Hand.” He has been nominated for the Barry and Shamus 
Awards and is a recipient of the Oklahoma Book Award. A 
veteran librarian at the Tulsa County Library, Thomas has also 
graced the cover of the Library Journal. He is zealous about 
literacy, equality and Victorian martial arts. Will Thomas, a 
1997 graduate, is a 2014 NSU Distinguished Alumnus. 

Thomas left Pennsylvania when he was 13. As a youth, he 
devoured works by authors Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Charles 
Dickens and Robert Louis Stevenson. Thomas’ obsession 
with Doyle’s Victorian England led him to pen poetry for 
Sherlock Holmes society publications and later lecture on 
crime fiction of that era. 

“When I was 17, I joined a Sherlock Holmes Club. The 
average age there was about 56 which is how old I am now,” 
Thomas said. “They didn’t know what to do with a 17 year 
old full of energy so they decided to make me the book 
reviewer. I started coming to the library and checking out 
Sherlock Holmes knock-off books. The quality was hit or 
miss.” 

Life and family happened over the years but Thomas never 
gave up his desire to finish his degree. Finally, when his 
daughters were in elementary school, he enrolled at the 
University Center at Tulsa Authority (UCAT), a partnership 
of area universities. 

“I had all the classic writer jobs,” Thomas said. “I worked in 
the oil industry, worked for Tulsa Public Schools—anything 
to pay the bills. But at some point I knew I had to go back 
and finish my degree. Finally, my daughters reached that age 
where my wife and I could both go back to college. Everyone 
was telling me to take drafting or business administration. I 
said, ‘No, I’m going to go where the money is—in English.’”

Thomas graduated with a bachelor’s degree in English from 
Northeastern State University in 1997. Upon graduation, 
he dove into his first novel, bringing to life Cyrus Barker, a 
Scottish detective or “private enquiry agent,” and his Welsh 
assistant, Thomas Llewelyn. Set in the Victorian 1880s, the 
book and subsequent series follows the pair through murder 
and mayhem, weaving in historical events, people and 
movements, and chronicling each character’s will to survive 
their circumstances.

“I wanted to write a great Sherlock Holmes novel but I was 
kind of burnt out. Only Doyle can write Sherlock Holmes,” 
Thomas noted. “But by that time I had so much information 
on Victorian London—really obscure information—that I had 
to do something with it.

“Besides, to my way of thinking the Victorian era is our 
golden age,” he said. “It was a time when even the bums wore 
waistcoats and ties.”

When Thomas is not working at the library, he juggles 
his research, writing and book promotions with a host of 
volunteer activities. He is an active member of the Broken 
Arrow Arts & Humanities Council, Oklahoma Equality 
Center and PFLAG National. Thomas is currently working 
on his eighth book in the series and hopes to write screenplays 
of his novels in the near future.

2104 Alumni Association Honoree

WILL
THOMAS
Distinguished Alumnus
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I want students to discover scientific concepts. They become more 
invested in their learning when I am not telling them what to 
think—but allowing them to discover how to think. 

The transition to eighth grade is a little less rocky for Owasso 
Public Schools students thanks to physical science teacher 
Sarah Vann. The 2002 Northeastern State University graduate 
is a class favorite who engages kids in hands-on learning about 
the world around them. 

“I hated my eighth grade year—the friend debacles, the am 
I an adult or am I not an adult debates,” Vann said. “It was a 
miserable year. I remember a lot of drama around everything. 
So, I think I can put myself in my students’ shoes and try to 
make it better.”

Nationally Board Certified, Vann is an Owasso Eighth 
Grade Teacher of the Year and recipient of the 2011 Milken 
Educator Award, a national educator awards program that 
honors top educators in the country. A proud NSU alumna, 
Vann represents her alma mater everywhere she goes—from 
statewide conference presentations to local community chats. 
Sarah Vann is this year’s NSU Outstanding Young Alumna.

“I think back to that day [winning Milken Award] and 
I’m still kind of speechless,” she admitted. “The Milken 
Foundation does an amazing job of seeking out recipients. I 
was a hard worker and I plugged myself in at the state level 
because I wanted to be in on things that are going to affect 
me in my classroom, and the teachers and the students in our 
district. 

“I still have no clue who nominated me. I wish I did. I would 
give them the biggest hug in the whole world.”

Admittedly shy and quiet in high school, Vann seemed to 
grow up on Northeastern’s main campus. Both her parents 
had gone to NSU, as had her three siblings. And while there 
was always a choice on where to go for college, she said, 

NSU always felt like home. Vann vowed to get plugged in to 
campus life as a freshman. It was the best decision she ever 
made. Involvement in the Northeastern Activities Board 
and Rookie Bridge Camp gave Vann a wealth of leadership 
experience and earned her many lifelong friends.

“NSU holds a very special place in my heart. It’s where I grew 
up. It’s where I met my husband. It was just a great place to 
start the roots of life. It sounds so cheesy but it really is true,” 
Vann shared. “I love NSU. It always felt like home to me.” 
 
Vann inherited her parents’ teaching genetics and set her 
sights on becoming a high school science teacher. An 
internship at the local high school and junior high later 
convinced the eager educator that her heart was in teaching 
middle school students. 

As a self-described ‘girl who enjoyed dissecting a little bit 
too much,’ Vann thrived in the hands-on lab portions of her 
major. She learned to appreciate her lectures eventually and 
credits NSU professors Dr. Craig Clifford and Dr. Mia Revels 
with preparing her well for the world of teaching. From her 
homemade eyeball cake for the zoology potluck lunch to her 
work as a lab assistant in ornithology research, Vann treasured 
her time in the College of Science & Health Professions.  

“I take a lot of pride in my degree because I know I worked 
very hard and I had some amazing professors along the way,” 
she said.

Today, this award-winning teacher uses her love of hands-on 
learning and science to shape the next generation of lifelong 
learners. 

“I consider myself one of the luckiest people in the world 
because I get to instill a love of learning and science in 
students,” Vann said. “That’s my job every day.” 

 

2014 Alumni Association Honoree

SARAH
VANN
Outstanding Young Alumna
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A few years ago, if someone told me that when I 
graduated from NSU in 2013 I would be living in China 
for a year teaching English, I would have thought it 

wild and highly unlikely. But, life takes interesting turns and 
reveals fascinating paths once you start seeking adventure 
and saying that one dangerous word—Yes. 

This past year, I said “yes” to an adventure and lived in China 
for 12 months as a full-time ESL teacher and an official 
NSU representative. Every week, I taught college students, 
precious first graders, and private tutoring classes at our 
China training facility, and of course, checked in often with 
family and friends back home. I also represented NSU at two 
recruitment fairs in Beijing of which some current students 
are the fruitful results. 

I must admit, leaving life in America to travel—let alone 
move to China—seems a virtually impossible feat without 
supporting avenues. It’s expensive and literally a world away. 
My maiden venture to China in March of 2011 with NSU’s 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry opened doors for me to return 
three more times. My second and third trips to China helped 
make this last year a reality for me by solidifying a personal 
partnership with a Vancouver-based company called CIBT 
Education Group, which houses several education-related 
factions under its umbrella. NSU formed a partnership with 
CIBT through the relations of Dr. Martin Tadlock, former NSU 
VP/Provost. He invited me and three other students to go 
to China as student ambassadors/study-abroad students for 
one month during the fall semester of 2011. 

There we celebrated Weifang University’s 60th anniversary, 
a significant year in Chinese culture. My third trip came 
in October of 2012. I represented NSU at an international 
recruitment fair, assisting the International Programs office 
with the recruitment of students to NSU. These preceding 
trips were the beginning of my journey that led me to living 
in China for an entire year. I’ve returned with a lifetime 
of experiences and a new world perspective that has 
completely shaped my existence.

I lived in a city of eight million called Weifang, modestly 
classified by China’s standards as a “small town.” There were 
more people in the apartment complexes where I lived 
than in all of my hometown of Tahlequah. For me, this was 
a complete thrust into big city life. I walked everywhere or, I 
took a taxi, bus, or public bicycle. I lived out of my backpack 
during my workdays, hauling around my laptop and the 
ever-important USB with all of my teaching materials on it. 
Because most of the people in Weifang, or their parents or 
grandparents, probably grew up in a village or on a farm, 
we few foreigners that lived in the city were easily spotted, 
and always noticed. This made practicing my Chinese very 
easy! Everyone wanted to talk with us, or at least look at 
us. Daily comments I heard were “Hello, how are you?” or 
“Wow, your skin is so white!” Many local folks were eager to 
practice their English, but most couldn’t speak much, which 
really made learning Chinese a necessity. I loved studying 
and speaking Chinese! It’s amazing how it broke boundaries 
and connected me with my immediate surroundings. While 
I didn’t become completely fluent during my time there, I 
learned how to say a few things really, really well. Ask me 
where I’m from, how old I am, and what I’m doing in China, 
and I’m more than ready to tell you—in Chinese. Talking 
metaphysics, on the other hand, is another story. 

It was one thing to make short visits to China, but completely 
another to live there for an entire year. I saw people existing 
day in and day out; going to the corner market, eating dinner 
with their parents, exercising every night, or kicking a hacky 
sack. People are people, no matter where you travel. People 
in China have hopes and fears, just like people in America 
do. Experiencing and realizing this I think made me a better 
teacher, and is the most valuable thing I’ve returned to 
the homeland with. There are all sorts of opportunities to 
experience life-changing revelations, but for me, living in 
China brought me mine. My eyes are wide open. To anyone 
considering, wondering, or contemplating going abroad, I 
say, seek out adventure and opportunity, and something 
incredible will open itself to you. Travel the world. Come 
home changed. Be the change. 

By Haley Stocks

People are people, no matter where you travel. People in China have hopes and 
fears, just like people in America do. Experiencing and realizing this I think made me 
a better teacher, and is the most valuable thing I’ve returned to the homeland with.
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Wanderlust in Weifang
One graduate’s adventure
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Class Acts Class Acts
Anniversaries
‘40s *Maurice ‘48 and Clarice Turney celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary on May 1. 

‘50s George ‘50 and Mary Nell Rackleff celebrated 
their 64th wedding anniversary on February 4. 

‘60s Alven ‘61 and Rosanne ‘86 Nunley celebrated 
their 55th wedding anniversary on April 25. 

Riley ‘67 and ‘86 and Carol ‘85 Cofford celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on July 3. 

Wesley ‘67 and May Demoss celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on July 31. 

*Ross ‘69 and Barbara (Masterson) ‘63 Staggs 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on August 29. 

‘90s Robert and Patsy Jo (Gibson) ‘91 Heidlage 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on August 8. 

Jerry Mack and Martha Jane ‘93 Ellison celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on March 28.

Births
‘70s Brylee Nicole Pendergrass, daughter of Douglas 
and Teresa Pendergrass, granddaughter of Ewell and 
*Linda (Williams) ‘74 Pendergrass, was born on 
July 10, 2014. 

‘80s Fisher Lewis Loyall, son of Sean and Katie Loyall, 
grandson of Wade and Susan Shepard ‘86 Vanwin-
kle, was born on December 2, 2013.

Edward Milan Miller, son of Zac and Gabrielle Miller, 
grandson of *Eddie ‘89 and Kendyll Miller, was born on 
September 17, 2014. 

‘90s Major Mark Joseph Leach, son of Mikko and 
Marisa Leach, grandson of Joe and Angela (Long) ‘94 
Leach, was born on October 8, 2013.

‘00s Ryker Alexander Frost, son of Arielle Frost, 
grandson of Shawna Passman ‘01, was born on 
August 31, 2013.

Abigail Marie Ollar, daughter of William ‘02 and 
Rebecca (Kerr) ‘07 Ollar, was born on March 24, 2014.

Aubree Alaya Stevens, daughter of Lorre Dunn, grand-
child of Cheri Dunn ‘02, was born on June 10, 2013.

James Leep and Mattie Ross Nimmo, son and daughter 
of Jim Ed ‘02 and Chrissi (Ross) ‘02, Nimmo was born 
on August 15, 2014. 

Ryker James Ratliff, son of Trae Ratliff ‘03 and Michala 
House, was born on April 3, 2014.

Ryker Case Riff, son of *Russ ‘03 and *Amy (Rose) ‘03 
and ‘06 Riff, was born September 19, 2014. 

Skylar Ann Cloud, daughter of Jason and Melissa 
(Rampey) ’04 Cloud, was born March 27, 2014.

John Jameson Spiegel, son of Jeremy and Heather 
(Sanders) ‘04 Spiegel, was born on February 22, 2013. 

Jacob Maddox Gibson, son of Josh and Stephanie 
(Jones) ‘04 Gibson, was born on November 26, 2013.

Natalie Ann Fenska, daughter of Ryan ‘04 and ‘08 and 
Kristen (Schell) ‘05 Fenska, was born on September 
15, 2014. 

Cort Davidson Maddox, child of *Mac ‘05 and Shannon 
Maddox, was born on June 26, 2014.

Keegan Russell Murray, son of Kyle ‘08 and Kisha 
(Kruse) ‘05 Murray, was born on April 29, 2014.

Jake Holt, child of Jason and Angela (Hess) ‘05 Holt, 
was born on September 23, 2014.

Landon Scott Ousley, son of Allando and Lisa ‘05 
(Nguyen) Ousley, was born on April 1, 2014.

Scout Elizabeth Sullivan, daughter of Jonathan and 
Nikole (Lontz) ‘05 Sullivan, was born on June 19, 
2014.  

Raith Edward Crawford, son of Blake ‘05 and ‘07 and 
Katelyn ‘08 Crawford, was born on May 19, 2014. 

Tinker Robbins, son of Brandon ‘06 and Catherine 
Robbins, was born February 18, 2014.

Anson Banks Fleenor, son of Matt and *Lauren (Jolly) 
‘06 Fleenor, was born on May 1, 2014. 

Scarlett Rayne Carey, daughter of Justin and Brittany 
(Mashburn) ‘06 Carey, was born on April 14, 2014.

Parker Grace Curtsinger, daughter of Michael and 
Amanda (Hoffman) ‘06 Curtsinger, was born on 
January 7, 2013.

Lincoln Cain Winslow, son of Andrew ‘06 and Whitney 
Winslow, was born on October 15, 2014. 

Louden Callison, son of Jacob ‘06 and AnnDee 
Callison, was born on August 25, 2013.

Liam Edward Hazzard, son of Dana ’06 and Julie 
Hazzard, was born May 19, 2014.

Presley Faith Parker, son of Cody ‘07 and Kim ‘11 
Parker, was born on March 31, 2014.

Kieser Michael Garde, son of Josh and Heather 
(Wilkenson) ‘07 Garde, was born on May 9, 2014.

Mallori Lynn Stafford, daughter of *Josh ‘07 and Mandi 
(Parrish) ‘10 & ‘12, Stafford was born on October 
23, 2014. 

Barrett Owen Warehime, son of Justin ‘07 and 
Meredith (Reser) ‘09 Warehime, was born in June 
2014. 

Linlee Deaton, daughter of Tyler and Kendra 
(Kennedy) ‘07 Deaton was born on September 29, 
2014. 
Karson Thatcher King, son of Aaron ‘09 and Savoy 
(Brown) King, was born on May 27, 2014.

Peyton Allan Columbus Pierce, son of Justin and Erin 
(Powell) ‘09 Pierce, was born on September 29, 2014.

Winona Jewell Maxwell, daughter of Joshua ’09 and 
Briana ’11 Maxwell, was born September 12, 2014.

Roxie Rose Rappe, daughter of James ‘09 and Kia 
(Kinnamon) ‘08 Rappe, was born on April 13, 2014.

Truman Roberts Dean Alsup, son of Ryan ‘09 and Alice 
(Lawson) ‘09 Alsup, was born on April 24, 2014.

Camden Parker Gray, son of Ryan ‘09 and Amanda 
(Smith) ‘10 Gray, was born on March 7, 2014.

Jacob Junkens, son of Jason and Kristal (Soderstrom) 
‘09 Junkens, was born March 27, 2014. 

‘10s Gracelynn Noel Spurlock, daughter of David and 
Amy ‘10 Spurlock, was born on December 9, 2013.

Kane Graeson Brodrick, son of Jeff and Savannah 
(Hamilton) ‘11 Brodrick, was born on May 31, 2014.

Rylee Addison Harbour, child of Dylan Harbour ‘12 and 
Dakota Layne, was born on August 20, 2014. 

Sawyer Ryan Stout, child of Daniel Stout ‘12 and 
Erielle Buckmaster ‘13, was born on April 30, 2014.

Ainsley Vetter, daughter of Aaron ‘12 and Amber Vetter, 
was born on November 14, 2013.

Ethan Martinez, son of Justin ‘14 and Erica (Jones) ‘12 
Martinez, was born on August 27, 2014.

Karsen Lane Britton, son of Dakota and April 
(Beeson) ‘14 Britton, was born on September 9, 2013. 

Amelio Jesus Cano, son of Ashley and Carlos Cano, 
grandson of Susan Alexander ‘14, was born on May 
25, 2014.

Noah Michael Nofire, son of Jaime Dry ‘14 and Noah 
Nofire, was born on April 8, 2014.

Memoriam
‘40s Willa Millhollon ‘41, of Vinita, passed away 
June 26, 2013.

Rosemary Beardsworth ‘43, of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, passed away October 25, 2013.

James Newton Short ‘45, of Bartlesville, passed away 
July 6, 2014.

James Riley ‘49, of Tulsa, passed away on March 
31, 2014.

‘50s Harry E. Littleton ‘50, of Barnsdall, passed away 
March 25, 2014. 

*Burt Mahaney ‘52, of Tahlequah, passed away July 
9, 2014.

Jack Castleberry ‘53, of the Woodlands, Texas, passed 
away August 7, 2014.

Leland H. Sharp ‘57, of Broken Arrow, passed away 
April 29, 2014

*Helen Branscum ‘57, of Winfield, Kansas, passed 
away October 26, 2014. 

*Dr. Tex Al Williams ‘58, of Tahlequah, passed away 
August 28, 2014. 

‘60s *Patricia (Glory) Quiett ‘60, of Tulsa, passed 
away May 26, 2014

*Roger G. “Doc” Quiett ‘60, DDS, of Tulsa, passed 
away May 28, 2014.

James Marvin Noley ‘60, of Wilburton, passed away 
May 29, 2014.
 
Sandra Kay Moore ‘60, of Lawrence, passed away 
August 1, 2014. 

Raymond Dale Webb ‘60, of Tahlequah, passed away 
August 26, 2014. 

Max Eversole ‘60, of Muskogee, passed away October 
25, 2014. 

Retraction:  Beverly (McNabb) Kiger ‘61, of Catoosa, 
was reported incorrectly as being deceased in our last 
issue.

Jewel Dean Dalton ‘61, of Gans, passed away June 
29, 2014. 

Darrell Hutchins ‘63, of Conway, Arkansas, passed 
away October 7, 2014. 

Jerry Lee Bicknell ‘64, of Vian, passed away July 
7, 2014.

Charles Lee “Bud” Wooldridge ‘65, of 
Bartlesville, passed away on June 12, 2014. 

*Dr. Gerald Benn ‘65, of Tahlequah, passed away 
October 9, 2014. 

Hazel Lee (Myers) Dennis ‘67, of Vian, passed away 
July 11, 2014. 

Ellen Enlow ‘67, of Tahlequah, passed away Septem-
ber 30, 2014. 

*Pearl McCutcheon ‘68, of Muskogee, passed away 
September 5, 2014.

Charles Paulk ‘68, of Memphis, Tennessee, passed 
away October 4, 2014. 

‘70s Bert Allen Chiles ‘71, of Mansfield, 
Arkansas, passed away August 12, 2014

Betty Lour Corwin ‘73, of Sallisaw, passed away 
August 4, 2014.

Dennis Holland ‘73, of Sperry, passed away September 
30, 2014. 

Carol Hart ‘75, of Tahlequah, passed away April 22, 
2014.

Larry Beard ‘75 and ‘85, of Bartlesville, passed away 
on July 19, 2014. 

Carolyn (Points) Engle ‘76, of Big Cabin, passed away 
June 16, 2014.

Addie Mae Johnson ‘77, of Tulsa, passed away April 
19, 2014.

Margie Arnett ‘77, of Fort Gibson, passed away on 
April 3, 2014.

Johnny Cline ‘78, of Pryor, passed away July 29, 2014.

Bennie Ruth Delonia ‘78, of Okmulgee, passed away 
October 2, 2014. 

Vilene Davis ‘79, of Pocola, passed away May 5, 2014.

Linda Sue Mathews ‘79, of Warner, passed away 
June 30, 2014.

Edward Cobb ‘79, of Poteau, passed away July 6, 2014

Ronald Fullen ‘79, of Panama, passed away September 
26, 2014.
 
‘80s Lula Mae Givens ‘80, of Muskogee, passed 
away May 14, 2014.

Brenda J Edwards ‘80, of Tulsa, passed away October 
17, 2014. 

Jerry Dale Fanning ‘82, of Tahlequah, passed away 
July 12, 2014. 

Dale L. Spradlin ‘82, of Claremore, passed away July 
6, 2014.

Joni Imotichey ‘82, of Broken Arrow, passed away 
July 29, 2014. 

Dale Lamar Spradlin ‘82, of Claremore, passed away 
July 6, 2014.

Mona Crawford ‘82, of Pocola, passed away Septem-
ber 14, 2014.

Michael Welch ‘83, of Tahlequah, passed away June 
14, 2014.

John Glenn, Jr., of Poteau, passed away 
September 24, 2014. 

Debra Bryan ‘86, of Tulsa, passed away June 19, 2014.

Sandra Jane Brocksmith ‘87, of Tahlequah, passed 
away on March 17, 2014.

Kayla Salmon ‘87, of Muskogee, passed away April 
8, 2014.

Jared Schopper ‘88, of Tahlequah, passed away April 
12, 2014.

Tomi Tiger-Allen ‘89, of Lewisville, Texas, passed away 
July 24, 2014.

‘90s James Bare ‘90, of Sand Springs, passed away 
October 7, 2014.
 
Sandra Casler ‘91, of Owasso, passed away on May 
31, 2014.

Anthony Burge ‘92, of Arlington, Texas, passed away 
June 7, 2014.

Elaine Aston ‘92, of Tulsa, passed away on July 31, 
2014. 

Anita Seagle ‘92, of Hulbert, passed away October 
8, 2014. 

Scotty James Loyd ‘93, of Summerfield, passed away 
August 17, 2014.

Anita Cooper ‘93, of Bristow, passed away September 
10, 2014. 

Terry Denney Sr. ‘94, of Eufaula, passed away July 
3, 2014.

Richard Smith ‘97, of Tulsa, passed away August 4, 
2014. 

Marquita Knecht ‘98, of Tulsa, passed away June 
7, 2013. 

‘00s Ernest Evans ‘00, of Tulsa, passed away 
September 25, 2014. 

Tonya Sisco ‘01, of Broken Arrow, passed away 
September 25, 2014. 

Denise Kelley ‘01, of Tulsa, passed away May 25, 
2014. 

Stacy Swint ‘03, of Sapulpa, passed away May 27, 
2014. 

Carrie Graybill ‘04, of Tulsa, passed away September 
25, 2014.

Brandy Ellenburg ‘05, of Tahlequah, passed away 
May 28, 2014.

Kristy Seachris ‘07, of Bristow, passed away July 
28, 2014.

Susan McDaniel ‘07, of Owasso, passed away August 
29, 2014. 

‘10s Kimberly Hess ‘10, of Sand Springs, passed 
away October 1, 2014. 

Justin Randal Rutledge ‘10, of Tulsa, passed away 
October 8, 2014. 

Joseph “Matt” McFarlin ‘11, of Sand Springs, passed 
away on July 22, 2014. 

Steven Newman ‘12, of Tulsa, passed away October 
2, 2014. 

Retraction:  DeAnna (Lullo) Thomas ‘13, of Salina, 
was reported incorrectly as being deceased in our last 
issue.

Milestones
‘50s Crosslin Smith ‘57 was named one of the 2014 
AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honorees. 

‘60s Norman Heaton ‘60 was inducted into the 
National Skydiving Museum Hall of Fame in October. 

Susan Clark ‘64 published a book titled “Large 
Carnivore: Integrating Science and Policy in the North 
American West” through The University of Chicago 
Press. She is currently a Professor Adjunct of Wildlife 
Ecology and Policy Sciences at Yale University. 

*Mike Martin ‘67 opened his own architecture firm, 
Martin Design Associates. 

*Drew Edmondson ‘68 was named 2015 Best Lawyers 
in America’s “Lawyer of the Year” for Appellate Practice 
in Oklahoma City.  

Ken Gray ‘69 was named Executive Vice President of 
Commercial Lending for Grand Bank in Bixby. 

‘70s Drake Rice ‘70 celebrated 30 years of service 
with OMPA (Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority). 

B. Don Steveson ‘71 and ‘97, retired from First State 
Bank of Noble, Oklahoma in December 2013 after 42 
years in banking and financial services in Oklahoma.

Vicki Jones ‘73, retired from Afton Public Schools after 
40 years of teaching. 

Mickey Perry ‘74 was awarded the Northeastern 
Oklahoma Leadership Award by the Grand Gateway 
Economic Development Authority. 

*Jay Hannah ‘77 was named one of the 2014 AARP 
Oklahoma Indian Elder Honorees. 

John Sheridan ‘79 was named Superintendent at Oaks 
Mission School. 

‘80s *Tim Foutch ‘81 was hired by Dewberry 
Architects, Inc. as a Project Manager. 

*Gilbert Hall ‘81 was appointed to the Muskogee 
Public Schools Board of Education in October 2014. 

Robin O-Quinn ‘82, of Connors State College, was 
named Muskogee Area Educational Consortium District 
Teacher of the Year.  

Berry Garner ‘82 and ‘93 is the Welding Engineer at 
McKissick. 

Tom Linihan ‘83 was named Superintendent of the Year 
by Oklahoma Association of School Administrators. 

Pat Lincoln ‘84, of Gore, was named Muskogee Area 
Educational Consortium District Teacher of the Year.  

Jacqualine Winningham ‘84 is a 
Paraprofessional at Tulsa Public Schools. 

*Sandy Medearis ‘85 is now the Director of Student 
and Alumni for Optometry at NSU. 

*Jocelyn Payne ‘87 is the new Executive Director for 
the John Hope Franklin Center for Reconciliation.
 
James Blake Brown ‘87 is a Financial Manager at 
Cushman & Wakefield.
 
Geary Don Crofford ‘88 was named The 
Oklahoma Science Teachers Association Outstanding 
Middle School Level Teacher of the Year. 

‘90s Jacqueline (Potter) Morgan ‘90 was named 
US North Sr Transactions Analyst for Direct Energy 
Services LLC. 

Cindy (Chambers) Chanslor ‘90 joined the team at 
NSU as an Admissions Records Specialist. 

*Matt Pivarnik ‘90, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer of the Tulsa Regional Chamber, was 
appointed to the National Board of Trustees for profes-
sional development of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation and will serve as the board’s chair in 2015. 

Sharon Blackfox ‘91 joined the team at NSU as a 
Student Support Coordinator. 

*Michael Turner ‘91 is the Co-Founder of Project 
Special Courage. 

Sherry Hadley ‘91 is now the Budget Analyst for 
Facilities Management at NSU. 

Sherrye Smith ‘91, of Porter, was named Muskogee 
Area Educational Consortium District Teacher of the Year.  

Dena Longpine ‘91, of Fort Gibson, was named 
Muskogee Area Educational Consortium District Teacher 
of the Year.  

Cindy Capps ‘91, of Oktaha, was named Muskogee 
Area Educational Consortium District Teacher of the Year.  

Cynthia (Nixon) Kernan ‘92 is now the Manager at 
Stinnett and Associates. 

Mark Madsen ‘92 is now Master Driver for the US 
Army. 

Jimmy Caudill ‘92 accepted an appointment to the 
District 9 Northeastern Electric Cooperative Board set 
in June 2014. 

Jana Roth ‘92 and ‘09 is the Leadership, Education and 
Achievement Teacher at Oklahoma City Public Schools. 

Brian Childs ‘93 and ’98 was named Director of 
Counseling Services for NSU. 

Dr. Kathleen Elliot ‘91 and ‘93 was named the 2014 
Optometrist of the Year by the Oklahoma Association of 
Optometric Physicians. 

Dana Glover-Smith ‘93 is now the Safety Director at 
United States Lime and Mineral, Inc. 

Suzanne Caudle ‘93, of Warner, was named Muskogee 
Area Educational Consortium District Teacher of the Year. 
 
Traci Rabbit ‘93 was named the 2015 Greater Tulsa 
Indian Art Festival Featured Artist of the year. 

Conley Phipps ‘95 was named the Men’s Basketball 
Head Coach for Sapulpa Public School.

Heather Lynn (Pray) Little ‘95 was hired by the Tulsa 
County Treasurer’s Office as an Assistant Auditor. 

*Hoyt Sizemore ‘96 was named Manager at Texas 
Comptroller in the Auditing department.
 
Lora Brown ‘96 is now the Senior Accountant for 
Optometry at NSU. 

Marc Points ‘96, of Haskell, was named 
Muskogee Area Educational Consortium District Teacher 
of the Year.  

Dr. Leslie D. Hannah ‘97 placed 3rd in the fiction 
category and 2nd and 3rd in the Nonfiction category at 
the StarWatch Creative Writing Contest Celebration held 
in Tahlequah. 

Rachel (Farinelli) Zurita ‘97 and ‘06 is now the District 
Manager for PMA USA/Washington National Insurance. 

Ranae Halderman ‘98, first grade teacher, was named 
Rosa Parks Elementary Site Teacher of the Year for Union 
Public Schools. 

Greg Stone ‘98 and ‘05 is the provost at TCC’s Metro 
Campus. 

Doug Smith, geography teacher, was named 6th Grade 
Site Teacher of the Year for Union Public Schools. 

David Ford ‘99 produced a movie, a psychological 
thriller called “Something in the Woods” based off the 
true account of a Washington family in the 1960s. 

‘00s Michelle Moore ‘00 was named the Training 
Coordinator for GOALS Career Pathway Program at 
Redlands Community College. 

Glenda Tackett ‘00 retired from Arkansas Best Freight 
on April 8, 2014.

Misty Swanson ‘00, of Porum, was named Muskogee 
Area Educational Consortium District Teacher of the Year.  

Kimberly Darris ‘00 is a Teacher at Broken Arrow 
Public Schools. 

Patty Kitchen ‘01 is now the Director of Graduate Ad-
missions and Enrollment for Collins College of Business, 
The University of Tulsa. 

Jason Jessie ’01 and ’09 was named Dean of Student 
Affairs at Lurleen B. Wallace Community College in 
Andalusia, Alabama, in December 2014.

Alisa Douglas ’02 was named NSU Interim Director of 
the Center for Tribal Studies.

*Rachel Anderson-Hill ‘02 was named Vice President 
of Account Services at Schnake Turnbo and Frank. 

*Joshua Basgall ‘02 was hired by Allegion US as a 
Sales Consultant. 

Jessica (Fisher) Matthews ‘02 joined the faculty at 
Heritage Elementary as the new Librarian. 

Shane Page ‘02 and ‘07 is the new Head Football 
Coach at Wellston High School.

*Amber Fite-Morgan ‘02 was named the 2014 
Native American 40 Under 40 by the National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise Development. 

Kerri (Jackson) Gunter ‘03, first grade teacher, was 
named Jefferson Elementary Site Teacher of the Year for 
Union Public Schools. 

Joanna Golunska ‘03, ‘05, and ‘09 joined the team at 
Bacone College as a Professor. 

Chris Sharpe ‘03 was named Support Employee of the 
Year for Union Public Schools. 

Kristin Stark ‘03 and ‘07 was named Sequoyah 
Elementary Teacher of the Year.

*Elizabeth Anderson ‘03 was hired by The New 
School as the Director of Development. 

Lajuana Corbell ‘03 was named Woodall Teacher of 
the Year. 

Drew Waters ‘05 joined the team at Allstate Insurance 
as a new Insurance Agent. 

Dr. Crystal Mosteller ‘06 was named the 2014 Young 
Optometrist of the Year by the Oklahoma Association of 
Optometric Physicians. 

Nicholas Quinn Wannemacher ‘06 graduated from 
OSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

*Keri (Barcellos) Spinks-Bates ‘06 joined the team 
at Tulsa Public Schools as a High School Teacher. 

Audra Brown joined the team at Keller Williams 
Reality. 

Paul Allison ‘06 was named Assistant Principal at 
Broken Arrow High School. 

Dana Hazzard ’06 was named System Administrator III 
at HollyFrontier in April 2014.

Jamie (West) Hall ‘06 is now the Assistant Director of 
Athletics at NSU.

Jeff Gruszeczki ‘06 and ‘14 is the Mainline Controller 
at Magellan Midstream Partners. 

Bayram Yildirim ‘06 was named Senior Vice President/
Branch Administrator in the Tulsa In-Store locations for 
Arvest Bank. 

Mary Moulton ‘07 and ‘10 was named as a Therapist 
at Counseling and Recovery Services.
 

Chris Curran ‘07 was named the Coach of the Year at 
Utah Valley University. 

William V. Murry, Jr. ‘07 graduated from OSU’s College 
of Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Dale Denwalt ‘07 of the Enid News & Eagle won 1st 
place in Investigative Reporting, Division B at the 2013 
Associated Press-Oklahoma News Executives journalism 
competition for his article titled “Northern Oklahoma 
Development Authority.” He also took home 1st place in 
Public Service Reporting with an article titled “Lions Park 
Spared,” 2nd place in Business Sport News Reporting 
with “Eminent domain/Condemnation moves forward” 
and 3rd place in Business Feature with “Nearing the 
finish line.” 

Dustin Little ‘07 graduated from OSU’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Byron Blake Gorman ‘07 graduated from OSU’s 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Martin Madewell ‘07 is the General Manager at 
Cherokee Nation Entertainment. 

Daniel Morris ‘07 and ‘09 is the Director at Recovery in 
Oklahoma, LLC. 

Vickie Winden ‘08, reading teacher, was named 
Jarman Elementary Site Teacher of the Year for Union 
Public Schools. 

Mollie Nunn ‘08 was named the SSVF Case Manager 
at Ki Bois Community Action Agency. 

Janel Hope Johnson ‘08 graduated from OSU’s 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Emmet Bowen ‘08, fifth grade teacher, was named 
Peters Elementary Site Teacher of the Year for Union 
Public Schools. 

Jessica Remer ‘08, was featured in the Tahlequah 
Daily Press with her position for News Channel 2 as a 
web producer. 

Nathan Harden ‘08 was named Director of 
Medical Laboratory Science School at St. Francis. 

Michael Gaydos ‘08 and ‘12 is the new owner of 
Vision Source Owasso.
  
Ashton BreAnn Clayborn ‘09 graduated from OSU’s 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Cassandra Brubaker ’09 was hired as Stewardship 
and Alumni Relations Coordinator for the Price College 
of Business at the University of Oklahoma in September 
2014.

Ryan Gray ‘09 was hired by the University of Oklahoma. 

Heather Berg ‘09, algebra and marketing teacher, was 
named Union Alternative School Site Teacher of the Year. 

Jennifer Luttmer ‘09 was named a finalist for the 2015 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year. 

*Kryistal (Sanders) Patrick ‘09 is a personal trainer 
at Golds Gym. 

Jeffrey Fair ‘09 and ‘11 is the Project Leader for Mercy 
Patient Services in the Springfield, MO area. 

Jake Davis ‘09 recently joined the Greater Regional 
Surgical Specialists Clinic team in Iowa. 

‘10s Elisha Harbin ’10 joined Reasor’s Retail Support 
Center as Learning Developer in September 2014.

Rachel Lynn ‘10 joined the team at Kent Rathbun 
Concepts as Sales Manager. 

John Clay Bowen ‘10 graduated from OSU’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in May 2014.

Daniel Hayman ‘10 graduated from the St. Francis 
Health Systems Medical Laboratory Science Program, 
receiving several awards, and named into a position 
within the MLS division of St. Francis.

Dr. Molly (Cartmill) Tebow ‘10 and ‘14 is a Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Optometry at NSU. 

*Rose Dilbeck ‘10 is a Revenue Accountant Analyst 
at Experis/IBM.
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Mark Middleton ‘10 was named a new designee for 
the Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter of the CPCU Society. 

Jessica Nguyen ‘11 was named Career Counselor 
for NSU.

Lindsey Flatt ‘11 joined the staff at Sand Springs Public 
Schools as a Guidance Counselor. 

Darla (Rodgers) Balch ‘11 was named Legal 
Assistant at Elliot, Enabrit and Schovanec PLLC. 

Luke Weinbrecht ‘11, Carrera academic specialist, 
was named 8th Grade Site Teacher of the Year for Union 
Public Schools.

Dylan Medeiros ‘11 was hired by JB Hunt Transporta-
tion Services as a Carrier Sales Coordinator.

Angela Harris ‘11 was hired as an Elementary Teacher 
for Enid Public Schools. 

Elaina Ross ‘11 is an Adjunct Professor at Northeastern 
State University. 

Carl Bell ‘11 is the Development Associate for Marist 
Catholic High School. 

Megan (McHugh) Portnoy ‘11 and ‘12 is the Senior 
Tax Accountant at Cherry Bekaert LLP.

Jennifer Eschberger ‘11 is now with the NSU 
accounting team. 

Evan Everett ‘12 was named Senior Engineer for Dell. 

Jordan Rozell ‘12 was hired at Midstates Petroleum 
Company. 

Nick Highsmith ‘12 joined the staff at Miami Public 
Schools as a social studies teacher. 

Jared Rusk ‘12 is now a Customer Service Representa-
tive at Hillsboro Aviation, Inc. 

Tyler Alen ‘12 is a Billing Solutions Specialist at Verizon. 

Nichole (Kamies) Thompson ‘12 is the Communica-
tions Coordinator for Linde Process Plants, Inc. 

Ashton “Tes” Hardison ‘12 is the Campaign 
Director for the Voices of Healthy Kids for the American 
Heart Association. 

Kristen Roberson ‘12 is an Executive Administrative 
Associate with the American Heart Association.

Megan Weaver ‘12 and ‘14 was named Speech-Lan-
guage Pathologist at The Gregory Kistler Treatment 
Center, Inc. 

Charles Stover ‘12 was named Senior Accountant at 
Ward Petroleum Corporation. 

Jaime Dry ‘12 and ‘14 is an Employment and Training 
Program Specialist with Cherokee Nation Career 
Services. 

Bonnie Wickman ‘13 was named the Child Nutrition 
Director for Keys Public Schools.

Bonnie Rigney ‘13 was named Optometrist for Barnes 
Vision Clinic. 

Christopher Westmoreland ‘13 was joined the NSU 
Student Academic Success Center. 

Kendra Sweet ‘13 was named Advertising Representa-
tive for the Cherokee Phoenix. 

Kalli Simmerman ‘13 joined the team at Data Storage 
in Tulsa, OK. 

Matthew Wood ‘13 was named Financial Analyst at 
Cherokee Nation Enterprises. 

Abbey Haughey ‘13 was hired by Union Schools as an 
Art Teacher. 

James Mitchell (Mitch) Harrison ‘13 has been hired 
as the Process Safety Management Director’s Assistant 
at Republic Refrigeration in Norcross, Georgia.

Roland Ochoa ‘13 signed to play with the Vienna 
Neustadt Diving Ducks, an Austrian Baseball League as 
starting pitcher and outfielder.    

Shelby Hill ‘13 was hired by Village at Southern Hills as 
Assistant Business Manager. 

Jonathon Warmack ‘13 is now a Logistics Coordinator 
at LynnCo. Supply Chain Solutions. 

Jordan Ladbrooke ‘13 was named Associate Recruit-
ment Consultant at Hays. 

Christina Duhaime ‘13 is now a Real Estate Salesper-
son at McGraw Realtors. 

Henry Wildenborg ‘13 is now a staff accountant at 
Ernst and Young. 

Krista Boston-Fullerton ‘13 is now the Coordinator 
Tutoring and Career for the TRIO Program at NSU. 

John Murray ‘13 is now the Assistant Football Coach 
and Instructor at NSU. 

Brittany Reynolds ‘13 is the Digital Media and Traffic 
Coordinator for the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. 

Zach Elseman ‘13 is the Center Finance and Adminis-
tration Manager at Job Corps. 

Sofia Price ‘13 is now a Web Series Producer at 
YouTube. 

Michael Pugliese ‘13 was named the Coordinator of 
Continuing Education and Professional Development 
at NSU. 

Gavin Johnson ‘13 was named Safety Engineer at The 
Crosby Group. 

Brooke Butler ‘13 was named Risk and Safety Special-
ist at Osage Casino. 

Carrie Sanchez ‘13 was accepted into Valparaiso Law 
School, Indiana. 

Joshua Deshazer ‘14 was hired by Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company as a Software Developer. 

Nicole McConaha ‘14 was named Registration 
Associate at Tahlequah City Hospital. 

Ethen Herrington ‘14 joined the team at KNOP-NBC as 
a News Reporter/Anchor. 

Jacob Oliver ‘14 is the newest member of the Verizon 
Wireless Sales Representatives in Fort Smith. 

Natalie Pettus ‘14 was hired at Hilti as an Inside Sales 
Specialist. 

Austyn Fulps ‘14 was hired by Union Schools as a 6th 
Grade Math Teacher. 

Bethany Headrick ‘14 is the newest English Teacher at 
Ketchum High School. 

Kaili Endres ‘14 joined the team at Hilti as a Credit 
Analyst. 

Erika Chance ‘14 is the new Autism Behavioral 
Interventionist Trainer/Tutor at Autism Pediatric Therapy 
and Learning Center in Pasadena, TX. 

Garrett Prentice ‘14 is now a Freelance Graphic 
Designer. 

Harrison Dragoo ‘14 is a Systems Administrator at 
NSU. 

Troy Shatwell ‘14 is a Police Officer at NSU. 

John Carson Coker ‘14 is now an Inside Sales 
Specialist at Hilti. 

Chastity Radanovich ‘14 is the Native American 
Liaison at Muskogee Public Schools. 

Ryan Law ‘14 was named President and CEO at 
Blueprint Entertainment LLC. 

Jaime Christensen ‘14 is the Director of Marketing 
and Public Relations for the Home Builders Association 
of Greater Tulsa.

Weddings
‘50s Virgil Lee Carter ‘52 and Geneva Shaver Green 
were married in September 2014. 

‘80s Dianna Kidd ‘81 and Dewey Fitzgerald were 
married in March 2014.

William Andoe ‘87 and Tracy Grayson ‘99 were 
married in July 2014. 

Katherine Brown ‘89 and Daren Oday were married in 
September 2014. 

‘90s Stacy Lullo ‘90 and Scott Kruse were married 
in April 2014. 

*Barbara Abercrombie ‘93 and Tery Deshong were 
married in May 2014.

Adria Tillman ‘93 and Robert Wood were married in 
July 2014. 

Richard Snow and Donna Milam ‘95 were married in 
June 2014. 

Thomas Sherman ‘95 and Kathryn Everett were 
married in August 2014. 

Abuindio Diaz ‘97 and Connie Govea were married in 
April 2014. 

Hilary Harn ‘98 and Jeremy Smithee were married in 
May 2014. 

Gregory Miller and Anita Holt ‘98 were married in 
July 2014.

‘00s Katawna Caldwell ‘01 and Michael Warren 
were married in August 2014. 

Lindsey Starr ‘02 and Chris Johnson were married in 
May 2014. 

Adam Case ‘03 and Lindsey Hall ‘03 were married 
in May 2014.

Antonio Aguilar ‘03 and Katelyn Scott were married 
in June 2014. 

Charity Gow ‘03 and William Runnels II were married 
in May 2014.

Gerry Morgan ‘03 and Dawn Morgan were married 
in July 2014. 

*Justin Barkley ‘09 and Emily Warren were married 
on July 5, 2014. 

Jeffrey Day ‘04 and Jyl Curry were married in April 
2014. 

Amber Prag ‘05 and Jonathan Joseph were married 
in June 2014.

Joe Peters ‘05 and Anna Taylor were married in May 
2014. 

Don Hamilton and Telisa Harbert ‘05 were married in 
April 2014.

Kari Koster ‘05 and Able Blakley were married on 
September 27, 2014. 

William Sewell ‘06 and Dayna Babbitt were married 
in April 2014

Joseph E. Headrick and Tiffany Janel Barbee ‘07 were 
married in May 2014.

Kevin Curran ‘07 and Megan Voyles were married in 
July 2014.
 
Justin Hackworth and Lynsey Hammons ‘08 were 
married in June 2014. 

Brandon Teehee ‘08 and Megan Phillips ‘11 were 
married in June 2014.

Timothy Persley ‘08 and Diandra Johnson were 
married in April 2014.

Holly Shultz ‘08 and Andrew Burns were married on 
May 25, 2014.

Jacque Morrow ‘08 and Trevor Trujillo were married 
on October 18, 2014. 

Tara Rabb ‘09 and Kendall Hurst were married in April 
2014. 

Beatrice Drywater ‘09 and Justin Parks were married 
in June, 2014.

Amber Warren ‘09 and Steve Myers were married on 
May 25, 2014.

Patrick McCullough and Laura DuVall ‘09 were married 
on April 5, 2014. 

Frank Benavides ‘09 and Dinah Hill ‘09 were married 
in March 2014.

‘10s Stacy Stidham ‘10 and Michael Montgomery 
were married in March 2014.

Nicholas Davis ‘10 and Bethany Bridges ‘13 were 
married on March 15, 2014.

Misty Winegarten ‘10 and Corey Stewart were 
married in May 2014. 

Zac Nash and Kirby Miller ‘10 were married on August 
2, 2014. 

Ashley Obrien ‘10 and Mike Quezada were married 
in July 2014. 

Toni Boyer ‘11 and Robert Griffey were married in 
May 2014.

Ashley Schmitt ‘11 and Max Weston were married in 
June 2014. 

Justin Bronsert ‘11 and Holly Rolston were married 
in April 2014.

Seth Vansell ‘11 and Rachel Lynn ‘10 were married 
on May 31, 2014.

Shawn Dolan ‘11 and Leann Bonura were married in 
May 2014. 

Ashley Dillihay ‘11 and Tyron Hall were married in 
August 2014. 

Zach Hell ‘11 and Heather Davis ‘13 were married on 
August 23, 2014. 

Ronkealero Dale ‘11 and Tyrone Mason were married 
in August 2014. 

Sheri Dawn Kennedy ‘11 and Michael Prusator were 
married on September 13, 2014. 

Kara Plunkett ‘11 and Nathan Donnini were married in 
September 2014. 

Amanda Utterback ‘11 and Jeff Hayworth were 
married on October 18, 2014. 

Eleanor Lawrence ‘11 and Jared Honeyman were 
married in October 2014. 

Daniel Adney ‘12 and Taler Tiger ‘13 were married 
in May 2014. 

Hunter Anthony Palmer ‘12 and Courtney Compton 
were married in June 2014.

Anthony Hall ‘12 and Lindsay Burnett ‘10 were 
married in March 2014.

Chad DuBois ‘12 and Maggie Martin ‘12 were 
married in May 2014.

Jacob Reynolds and Erin Bailey ‘12 were married in 
March 2014.

Abel Lagunas Cruz and Catherine Bustos ‘12 were 
married in April 2014.

Ryan (Bo) Evans ‘12 and DeeAnn Amlin ‘12 were 
married on May 3, 2014.

Heather Hawkins ‘12 and Gabriel Masterson were 
married in May 2014. 

Bryson Williams ‘12 and Lauren Langston were 
married on July 24, 2014. 

Anne Slankard ‘12 and Leslie Kangas were married 
in July 2014. 

Holly Rongey ‘12 and Awais Akbar were married in 
July 2014. 

Class Acts Class Acts
Andrew Reid ‘12 and Ashli Naylor were married in 
July 2014. 

Justin Martinez ‘14 and Erica Jones ‘12 were 
married on July 19, 2014.

Amanda Couch ‘12 and Orangel Segundo Suarez-Perez 
were married in September 2014. 

Beau Beathard ‘12 and Chelsey Morgan were married 
on May 25, 2013. 

Lamia Bassime ‘12 and Samer Aben-Nadi were 
married in October 2014. 

Mark Ligon ‘12 and Jennifer Coscia ‘14 were 
married in October 2014. 

Grant Lohnbakken and Toni Bence ‘12 were married 
in October 2014. 

Henry Wildenborg ‘13 and Kayla Wicker ‘12 were 
married on July 18, 2014.

Blake Dirteater ‘14 and Kylee McKinney ‘13 were 
married on May 17, 2014.

Brock Crawford ‘13 and Julie Ball ‘13 were married 
on September 21, 2013.

Kinderson Schmidt ‘13 and Cameron Sartin were 
married in April 2014.

Brandi Isham ‘13 and Chris Duncan, were married on 
June 14, 2014.

Jarod Lasater ‘13 and BreeAnna Perkins ‘14 were 
married on April 12, 2014.

Ashley Armitage ‘13 and Charles Ragsdale Jr. were 
married in May 2014.

Toby Ritz ‘13 and Shanna McCullar ‘13 were married 
in June 2014. 

Nick Mooney ‘13 and Durrell Rache Bevilacqua 
‘13 were married on July 26, 2014.

Kayla Varcoe ‘13 and Derek Byrd were married in 
July 2014. 

Eric Richardson and Kayla McIntyre ‘13 were married 
in July 2014. 

Christopher Dubbs and Michelle Elaine Moss ‘13 
were married in August 2014. 

Datonna Cross ‘13 and Jesse Calvert were married in 
August 2014. 

Sam Watson ‘13 and Clint Peper were married on 
September 13, 2014. 

Sarah Layton ‘13 and Jeremy Larue were married in 
September 2014. 

Morgan Thomason ‘13 and Joseph Murphy were 
married on October 18, 2014. 

Lenzi Davidson ‘13 and Colton Arnold were married on 
October 18, 2014. 

Nicholas Forrester ‘13 and Kimberly Stephens were 
married in October 2014. 

Robert Schaberg ‘14 and Kim Ngo were married in 
May 2014. 

Chelsea Gordon ‘14 and James Hoover were married 
on May 31, 2014.

Meggan Winland ‘14 and Michael Clickner were 
married in May 2014. 

Austin Byrum ‘14 and Sarah May were married August 
2, 2014. 

Jessica Ruyle ‘14 and Cameron Gruenberg were 
married in July 2014. 

Corye Stover ‘14 and Robert McDonald were married 
in July 2014. 

Andrew Littleton ‘14 and Chelsea Moser ‘13 were 
married in October 2014.

Billie Letts
Billie Letts was a NSU graduate, native 
Tulsan, educator and author.  She was 
best known for her novels, including 
“The Honk and Holler Opening Soon” 
and “Where the Heart Is,” which was 
made into a movie in 2000. Billie did 
not start writing until she was 54 years 
of age.  Over her lifetime, she received 
several awards, including the Walker 
Percy Literary Award, Oklahoma Book 
Award for fiction and became an author 
on Oprah Winfrey’s Book Club list.  
Billie passed away at the age of 76 on 
August 2, 2014.  

Charles Paulk
Charles Paulk graduated from NSU 
in 1968. He played basketball under 
Coach Jack Dobbins and went on 
to play professional basketball after 
graduation.  While at NSU, he was 
named NAIA All-American for two 
seasons. In 1967, he played for the U.S. 
in the Pan-American games, and was an 
alternate member of the U.S. Olympic 
team the following year. He was a 1968 
NBA first-round draft pick for the 
Milwaukee Bucks. He later played for 
the Cincinnati Royals, Chicago Bulls 
and New York Knicks.  He was inducted 
into the NSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1986 and attended the last basketball 
game held in Jack Dobbins Field House 
in 2012. Paulk passed away on October 
14, 2014. He was 68 years old. 

Tex Al Williams
Tex Al Williams was born in July 1937, 
the youngest of eight children, in his 
family home in Checotah, OK. Over 
his lifetime, he collected many degrees, 
including a master’s in education 
from NSU in 1958, and a doctorate of 
education in psychology. He was the 
first licensed psychologist in the State 
of Oklahoma and served as President of 
the Oklahoma Counselors Association. 
He was an educator and administrator, 
ending his academic career as the 
vice president of Academic Affairs at 
NSU in 1998. He was instrumental in 
developing what is now NSU Broken 
Arrow. Dr. Williams passed away on 
August 28, 2014 at the age of 77.

Helen Branscum
Helen Branscum was born in Boynton 
and raised in Tahlequah. She came 
to NSU in 1954 and graduated with 
a degree in Education in 1957. The 
Branscum Alumni Center is named 
after her late husband, Gene, who was 
the primary contributor to the building. 
Helen was heavily involved with her 
hometown library, the First United 
Methodist Church, PEO, Sorosis Club, 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation as well 
as the Northeastern State University 
Foundation. Helen passed away on 
October 29, 2014 at the age of 78.

Gerald Benn
Gerald Benn, longtime athlete 
and coach, passed away October 9, 
2014 at the age of 79. Gerald Benn 
graduated from OSU with a bachelors 
in education, NSU with a master’s 
in education and returned to OSU 
later to earn his doctorate, also in 
education.  Benn taught and coached 
the NSU Redmen from 1964-1981, 
serving as assistant football coach and 
head baseball coach. During his time 
at NSU, the Redmen Football team 
won the Oklahoma Intercollegiate 
Conference three times and played in 
the 1980 National Championship game.  
The Redmen Baseball team won two 
Collegiate Conference Championships, 
two District titles and played two 
years in the Regional finals. Benn 
was inducted into the NSU Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 1994, the Oklahoma 
Official’s Hall of Fame in 2005 and the 
Oklahoma Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame in 2010. Benn was a professor 
emeritus at NSU for 30 years where 
he taught anatomy, kinesiology, PE, 
human physiology and health and 
human performance. Benn was known 
for saying “the needs and wants of the 
students at NSU should always come 
first.” He was honored as an inaugural 
Centurion in 2009 in celebration of 
NSU’s Founders Day. 
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Northeastern State men’s basketball team’s regular-season 
matchup at Central Missouri has been chosen as the NCAA 
Division II National TV Game of the Week, CBS Sports 
announced recently. The contest will be nationally televised 
on CBS Sports Network beginning at 10 a.m. Dec. 20 in 
Warrensburg, Missouri.

The contest will be the first nationally-televised game for 
Northeastern State since the Redmen won the 2003 NCAA 
Division II National Championship. 

The RiverHawks will travel to the UCM Multi-Purpose 
Building to face off with the defending national champions. 
NSU handed the Mules two of their five losses last season, once 
on Dec. 21 in Tahlequah (72-71) and again on March 7 in the 
MIAA Championship quarterfinals (84-82). 

There will be five NCAA Division II Men’s Basketball National 
TV Games of the Week this season, with the contest between 
the RiverHawks and Mules serving as the first in 2014-15. 

Athletics Athletics

Jason Tinsley joined NSU as the ninth 
head men’s basketball coach in school 
history in April of this year. Tinsley 
replaced Larry Gipson, who retired 
following a 17-year run that included 
the only NCAA Division II National 
Championship in school history (2003) 
and five appearances in the NCAA 
Championship tournament (2000-03, 
2013). 

Tinsley comes to Tahlequah following a 
highly successful run as head women’s basketball coach from 2010-14 
at NCAA Division III Louisiana College in Pineville, La. During his 
four-year stint with the Lady Cats, he led the program to an 89-25 
record and three berths in the NCAA Division III Championship 
tournament. The team advanced to the Round of 32 in 2011, which 
included the first NCAA tournament victory in school history.

He also led LC to three American Southwest Conference regular-
season division championships and three ASC Conference 
Tournament finals appearances.  

At Louisiana College, Tinsley guided two NCAA Division III All-
Americans, 11 all-conference performers, seven All-ASC Defensive 
Team members, two ASC Defensive Players of the Year, and two 
ASC Freshmen of the Year.

Prior to his stint at LC, Tinsley served as head men’s coach at the 
University of North Carolina at Pembroke (NCAA D-II, Pembroke, 
N.C.) from 2003-08. His other head coaching stop came at Bossier 
Parish Community College (NJCAA D-I, Bossier City, La.) from 
1999-02.

He owns a career collegiate coaching record of 161-151.

Tinsley was an assistant at three schools, most notably serving at 
Northwestern State University (NCAA D-I, Natchitoches, La.) 
under former University of Tulsa head coach J.D. Barnett. Barnett 
spent six years at TU from 1985-91, then coached at Northwestern 
State from 1994-99. Tinsley was on staff for his final three years at 
NSU. Barnett led seven teams to the NCAA tournament, with two 
of those appearances coming with TU (1986-87). His other five came 
at VCU (1980-81, 1983-85).

Tinsley was also an assistant at Missouri State University-West Plains 
(NJCAA D-I, West Plains, Mo.) from 1993-96. He received his first 
collegiate coaching job as an assistant at Georgia Southwestern State 
University (NAIA in 1992-93, current NCAA D-II, Americus, Ga.) 
from 1992-93.

At MSU-WP, he helped start the men’s basketball program and 
coached three years under the tutelage of legendary high school and 
junior college coach Tom Barr.

During his time as a junior college coach, Tinsley helped groom two 
NJCAA All-Americans, one NJCAA Academic All-American, seven 
all-region players, four all-conference players, 13 NCAA Division I 
signees, and seven NCAA Division II signees.

Tinsley and his wife, Dr. Sonia Tinsley, have one son, Landon.

NSU selected for national CBS broadcast

Jason Tinsley tabbed as new Men’s Basketball coach

The Tinsley File
Birthdate: March 9, 1964
Birthplace: Shreveport, La.
Family: wife Sonia, Ph.D.; son Landon (3)
Education: master’s of education in health & physical 
education from Northwestern State University (1997), 
bachelor’s of science in physical education from 
Northwestern State University (1989)

COACHING EXPERIENCE
>> Head Women’s Basketball Coach 
    – Louisiana College (2010-2014) – NCAA Division III
>> Head Men’s Basketball Coach – University of North Carolina   
     at Pembroke (2003-08) – NCAA Division II
>> Head Men’s Basketball Coach – Bossier Parish Community 
     College (1999-02) – NJCAA Division I
>> Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach 
     – Northwestern State University (1996-99) – NCAA Division I
>> Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach – Missouri State 
     University-West Plains (1993-96) – NJCAA Division I
>> Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach – Georgia Southwestern  
     State University (1992-93) – Current NCAA Division II, was 
     NAIA in 1992-93

The No. 14-ranked Northeastern State men’s soccer team 
defeated Lindenwood University 2-1 on Nov. 8 at College 
Boulevard Activities Center to claim the 2014 MIAA Men’s 
Soccer Championship.

The regular-season champs defeated the Lions (10-7-3) for the 
third time this season to become the first program at NSU to 
win an MIAA tournament title. The RiverHawks (16-3-1) also 
won the regular-season championship with an 11-0-1 mark in 
league play.

Winds gusting up to 25 miles per hour to the south played a 
huge role in the match.

Lindenwood, the two-time defending tournament champions, 
used the weather in the first half to control play and take a lead. 
Andre Hayne scored his sixth goal of the season in the 19th 
minute off a pass from Alfredo Paez. The Lions outshot NSU 
7-5 in the first 45 minutes and led 1-0 at the break.

The RiverHawks quickly swung the moment to their advantage 
once they got the wind, as it only took 4:12 coming out of 
the locker room to equalize. After a long punt by sophomore 
goalkeeper Jackson Biles, senior forward Juan Peralta was pulled 
down in the box to set up a penalty kick. Senior midfielder 
Jordan Schmoker stepped up to the spot and tied the match at 
1-1.

Schmoker scored again in the 67th minute on a goal that would 
become the game winner. Junior midfielder Paul Samia sent 
a cross into the box that was deflected out by a Lindenwood 
defender. The ball fell to Schmoker at the top of the 18, and he 
settled and shot into the upper 90 on the right. 

The RiverHawks fended off the Lions the rest of the way to take 
away the league crown.

LWU outshot NSU 16-10 and led 7-4 in corner kicks. 

Biles (15-3-1) earned the victory in net by saving three shots. 
Lindenwood goalkeeper Andrew Hamerlinck (9-5-3) suffered 
the loss after allowing two goals and recording just two saves. 

Schmoker now has 35 points (11g-13a) this season, which 
moves him into first place on the MIAA’s all-time single-season 
points list. He is also now tied for fourth on NSU’s all-time list.

Northeastern State has also been chosen as the host of the 2014 
NCAA Central/Midwest Super Regional. 

Men’s soccer claims MIAA tournament 

Season ticket packages for the 2014-15 
Northeastern State basketball seasons 
are now available. Prices begin as low 
as $125 for an adult general admission 
ticket for the 24-game home portion 
of the upcoming men’s and women’s 
basketball schedules. Season chair back 
seats are $200 each. 

Both teams will compete 12 times 
inside the NSU Event Center—the 

top NCAA Division II facility in the region and one of the premier 
D-II facilities in the entire country. 

Season ticket holders receive the benefit of sitting in comfortable 
chair back seats. They also receive first option to purchase playoff 
tickets, premier seating for NSU’s 24 home contests, and excellent 
view of the 78,200 square foot multipurpose event center.

The 2014 campaign marks the second year of the $25 single-game 
Family 4-Pack, which includes two general admission adult tickets 
and two general admission student tickets (ages 4 through high 
school). The Family 4-Pack can be purchased at any time and used 
at any regular season home game.

For convenience, the NSU Athletics Department will continue 
utilizing online ticketing for football and basketball. Online 
ticketing allows for advanced ticket sales.

All fans are required to show a ticket prior to entering an NSU 
football or basketball contest. NSU students and faculty/staff are 
allowed free admittance, but NSU IDs are not accepted as a form 
of entry.

For questions regarding ticket options, 
contact Brynn Hamner at 918-444-3901.

NSU Basketball season tickets now on sale

Tinsley
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Connect. Share. Learn. Build.
An affiliate group of the NSU Alumni Association

PURPOSE:
An exclusive alumnae society providing NSU women opportunities to share talents, 
learn new skills and build lasting friendships. This society encourages and facilitates 
both professional and personal development, networking and mentoring opportu-
nities for NSU’s alumnae and current female students.  

FEE STRUCTURE:
Offered as an add-on to NSU Alumni Association membership. Alumna must be 
an active Alumni Association member to purchase. Life Members must purchase 
membership annually and will be notified when membership is scheduled for 
renewal.

$35 – Membership   |   $25 – Recent Graduate (first three years of first graduation) 
Membership will run in conjunction with Alumni Association membership. 

Women of Northeastern membership dues will fund, partially or in full, networking 
meetings and events, professional development seminars and student enrichment 
opportunities.

For more information, contact the Alumni Association at 918-458-2143 
or visit www.nsualumni.com.

BENEFITS:
Invitations to exclusive 
Women of Northeastern events 
including, but not limited to:

>> Champagne Bingo – will be 
 exclusively for, and free of  
 charge to, Women of 
 Northeastern members on a  
 first-come, first-serve basis

>> Ladies Tea – Afternoon tea  
 time with alumnae and senior  
 female students

>> Empower Hour Luncheons

>> Monthly Happy Hours


