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Greetings from your university.  
If you’re like me, there were some circumstances 

over the past 12 months that led you to gladly 
say farewell to 2016! By most standards it was 
a tumultuous and sometimes discordant year. 
Certainly a lot of things happened—both good and 
bad. I will spend most of this letter talking about 
good things.

Last year ended with two great commencement 
ceremonies held at the NSU Event Center. Our 
graduates, families, faculty and other attendees had 
the honor of being addressed by Mr. Ed Fite, Vice 
President for Scenic Rivers and Water Quality for 
the Grand River Dam Authority. He is also the 
recipient of the 2016 NSU Presidents’ Award for 
Community Service.

Thanks in large part to our alumni, the Preserve 
our past. ENSUre Our Future comprehensive 
campaign is continuing to set university records. 
Be sure to see where we stand on page 10. I am 
particularly gratified to see our privately funded 
scholarships continue to grow. This is a testament 
to the value that our community places on keeping 
higher education affordable for our students.

The timing couldn’t be better as we face another 
year of uncertainty regarding funding from the state 
and federal governments. For decades, our political 
leaders have told us that education is our top 
priority, but numbers speak louder than words. This 
year’s approved state budget for higher education is 
$4 million less than the amount budgeted in 2001. 
Demand for higher education continues to increase 
as does the cost of delivering that education. The 
downward funding trend must be reversed, so I 
urge you to contact your representative and senator 
during the legislative session in support of increased 
funding for Oklahoma’s three public systems of 
education: higher education, common education 
and career tech. 

Even in uncertain financial times, our institution 
continues to adjust our academic programs to help 
provide the highly qualified workforce that our 
state needs. We have added or expanded several 
programs such as cyber security, applied physics 
(pre-engineering) and an online program that 
streamlines the teacher certification process.

And, in a year that we celebrated the 15th 
anniversary of our Broken Arrow campus, we 
continue to improve our student experience with 
new and renovated housing and a world-class fitness 
facility. We also celebrated our historic roots by 
dedicating a monument in honor of the Trail of 
Tears, proclaimed the second Monday in October 
as Indigenous Peoples’ Day and sponsored several 
events throughout November during Native 
American Heritage Month.

I hope you will spend some time reading this 
issue of Imprints, and even pass it along to a friend 
or, better still, a prospective student! My wife Penny 
and I are so proud to be a part of this institution, and 
we hope you are too.

Thank you. Please stay in touch.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President
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NSU, Center for Tribal Studies celebrates newly 
recognized Indigenous Peoples’ Day - Oct. 10

Northeastern State University and the Center for 
Tribal Studies celebrated the first Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day on Oct. 10. Co-sponsored by the NSU Center for 
Women’s Studies, Diversity and Inclusion, and the 
Center for Tribal Studies, the event began with an 
opening prayer and song from Pat Oyebi and Macie 
Sullateskee. 

Casey Camp-Horinek, a 
member of the Ponca tribe 
and a longtime Native rights 
activist, environmentalist 
and actress, served as the 
keynote speaker. Following 
her speech, the audience 
was invited to participate 
in an introduction and 
explanation of Round 
Dance. NSU President Steve 
Turner shared a resolution 
recently approved by the 
Cabinet recognizing the 
second Monday of every 
October as Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day at NSU. 

Northeastern State 
University’s historic link to 
the Cherokee Nation and 
Indian Territory makes it the 
oldest institution of higher 
learning in Oklahoma. 
NSU’s student body 

consistently has the largest percentage of American 
Indian students of any public university in the United 
States, representing approximately 30 different nations. 
Through efforts such as Indigenous Peoples’ Day, NSU 
seeks to continue and enhance the distinction as a 
university of choice for American Indian students.

Feature

Casey Camp-Horinek, a longtime Native rights activist, environmentalist and 
actress, shared her experience, hopes and challenge to the next generation during 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day at NSU. 

NSU receives $1.7 million grant to support Native American students
Northeastern State University is pleased to 

announce the recent Title III grant award in the amount 
of $1.7 million over the next five years to fund the 
Native American Support Center on campus.  

Developing the proposal was a group effort led by 
Sara Barnett, director of the Center for Tribal Studies, 
Dr. Tom Jackson, assistant vice president of Academic 
Affairs, and Mitzi Sicking, institutional grant writer. 

The Native American Support Center seeks to 
increase the retention and graduation rates of 
Native American students through early alert and 

intervention strategies and provide additional 
academic advising, personal and academic coaching, 
tutoring and mentoring. This program will provide 
a source of culture, connection and care for Native 
American students on all three NSU campuses. The 
program will be housed in Academic Affairs under the 
Center for Tribal Studies. Funds for this program are 
awarded by the U.S. Department of Education, Title 
III Part F program which is exclusively for institutions 
designated as a Native American Serving Non-Tribal 
Institution (NASNTI).
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Feature

NSU-Broken Arrow continues to deliver on investment
With its distinctive clock tower, green-roofed red brick buildings and impeccable landscape, 

“the Northeastern State University Broken Arrow campus makes an impression upon you the 
moment you see it,” says NSU President Steve Turner.

NSUBA, which serves approximately 3,494 students in five different colleges, celebrated its 
15th anniversary in August. Mark Arant, NSU provost and vice president for academic affairs, 
says the university is cognizant of the responsibility entrusted to it by its communities, and it’s 
committed to making good on that investment. 

Here are four ways NSUBA is working to meet community needs:

1. A wide variety of academic programming

NSUBA offers 33 undergraduate majors, 25 undergraduate minors and 18  
 graduate majors, as well as certificate options. New and incoming   
 additions include:

• Applied physics and cyber security degrees were launched this year

• Graduate degree in data science is being developed

• Courses in sports medicine, urban studies and animation are also   
  being considered

• Masters degree in autism spectrum disorders has begun

• Online instructional leadership program for alternatively certified   
  teachers is available

NSUBA Dean Roy Wood explains that NSU-Broken Arrow is strategically 
 considering degrees that add value to the city’s rising manufacturing and  
 technical industries. “We want to be part of the preparation pipeline to  
 support advanced manufacturing in the metro area,” he says.

2. Partnerships with technical institutions

NSUBA partners with Tulsa Community College (TCC) and Oklahoma 
 State University’s Institute of Technology to provide a seamless   
 transition for students in technical fields who aspire to continue their   
 education with a four-year degree.

TCC students can also take classes at the Broken Arrow campus, with   
 approximately 125 such students concurrently enrolled.

Constructing a curriculum that serves students and employers requires  
 cooperation. That’s why NSU colleges have varying levels of advisement  
 for developing curricula. The College of Business & Technology, for   
 instance, hosts an advisory board of community and business leaders to  
 help shape courses.

“Hearing this ‘voice of industry’ is important to ensure that our students  
 can step in to good paying jobs,” Wood explains.

3. Quality internship opportunities

NSUBA emphasizes hands-on learning in the classroom and experiential  
 training via internships. A degree in education, for example, requires   
 teacher candidates to participate in three internships.

The Gregg Wadley College of Science & Health Professions houses 12   
 science labs and offers meaningful research projects for students.

Faculty and students serve community members in NSUBA’s speech- 
 language pathology clinic, reading and math clinics and the only low   
 vision clinic in the metro area.

4. Community engagement

NSUBA’s reach extends far beyond academics. Because of its idyllic   
 Broken Arrow location, which is the fourth largest city in Oklahoma,   
 NSUBA is poised to become the cultural center of the community.

To further support the area’s growth, NSUBA collaborates with the   
 Oklahoma Innovation Institute and Tulsa Research Partners to contribute  
 resources and ideas to projects such as “big data” analytics and health  
 care innovation.

“I see NSUBA first as a provider of choice for employers and startups in  
 the area, and second as a catalyst to help incubate new technologies   
 and ideas,” Wood shares.

Every year the campus lends its facilities to the Oklahoma Center for the  
 Advancement of Science and Technology’s Showcase, and plans to host  
 the three-day Tulsa Global Alliance’s Kid’s World event in March 2017.

As a campus that primarily serves non-traditional students who are   
 working adults raising families, NSUBA recognizes its role as a  
 home away from home. That is part of the reason why the campus  
 is fully committed to community engagement. Community members  
 can participate in the annual “Movie On the Lawn” experience, the  
 RiverHawks Fun Run and Fall Festival. Students, their families and the   
 community are able to create a connection that surpasses academia.

State-of-the-art facilities, small classes, flexible schedules, affordable   
 tuition, and experienced and accessible faculty and staff who care make  
 NSUBA the perfect place for students to excel.
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Alumni News

What if there were more Sams and Sarahs?
Sam and Sarah give me hope! Who are Sam and Sarah? They 

are recent NSU grads (Sam in 2014 and Sarah in 2013). They’re 
also married to each other. Maybe those aren’t really their names; 
perhaps I’ve changed them to “protect the innocent.” Perhaps 
not.

Both were very active while students at Northeastern. They 
were both dedicated leaders in the Greek community and involved in other student 
organizations. Active volunteers in the community, as well. One was a member of 
the President’s Leadership Class and one was an Outstanding Senior. Both probably 
could’ve been. They were the kind of students who left their indelible impressions 
on the organizations with which they were involved, the fellow students with whom 
they interacted and the circles of friends with whom they closely associated.

There are dozens and dozens of students like Sam and Sarah making a positive 
difference every year on each of NSU’s campuses. It’s truly impressive to see the 
work these students do, see how they build from the great efforts started by those 
who came before them and see the impressive ideas they take from concept to 
fruition that genuinely affect the lives of those around them.

All that is great, but here’s why Sam and Sarah give me hope. Now alumni, three 
to four years since they graduated, they are continuing to make a difference!

It’s the nature of newly degreed alumni to turn their attentions to those things 
that make up the more pressing day-to-day of the real world—jobs, rent/mortgages, 
families—and put their alma mater in the rearview mirror. No judging here. That’s 
what I did, I’m ashamed to admit. That’s just natural.

Since Sam and Sarah have graduated, however, they’ve remained connected and 
engaged with NSU while tackling the drudgeries of everyday life. For example, Sam 
organizes monthly get-togethers for alumni of all ages from his fraternity chapter. 
Sarah participates in on-campus networking and mentoring events, sharing with 
current students her career experiences. Both recruit their circles of friends to return 
for homecoming each year. Both became life members of the Alumni Association. 
I even saw them at one of the fall commencement ceremonies, celebrating their 
friends’ graduations.

As an alumni team, we scratch our heads and consider how we can create more 
Sams and Sarahs, knowing full well there is little we can do to actually create their 
kind. Research tells us that the experience an individual has as a student impacts 
their level of affinity and engagement as an alumnus, but, of course, that’s not 
the only thing. NSU has alumni reconnecting all the time and at all different 
stages of their lives. For each, it’s something different that brings them back. And 
Northeastern State is a better university for it.

Sam and Sarah give me hope! I want to bottle them up and hand them out as 
new graduates cross the stage at commencement (is that creepy?). They recognize 
that they have a role to play in ensuring NSU can continue providing the same 
experiences and opportunities they had as students. My hope is that they and the 
many, many others like them continue to remain a part of the NSU story. I think 
they will.

See you soon!

Daniel Johnson 
Director of Alumni Services

Justin Guile is a 2009 
Northeastern State 
University alumnus 
who believes in 
supporting NSU 
even after graduation. 

Guile graduated 
with a degree in 
finance with an 
emphasis in financial 
management. He is 

now the vice president of commercial lending 
at Armstrong Bank in Tahlequah.

His experience at NSU was amazing, Guile 
said. He credits the professors he had as an 
instrumental part in his growth as a student.

“The experiences I had and contacts that 
were established at NSU have benefitted me 
greatly in my young career,” Guile said. “The 
finance department was excellent and my 
educators were very knowledgeable about the 
current issues in the business landscape.”

According to Guile, NSU prepared him 
greatly for his industry.

“The course material I learned in my 
emphasis of financial management was 
exactly what I was exposed to in the world of 
corporate finance.”

Guile said he has a great loyalty to NSU.

“Obtaining my degree from NSU has 
created the opportunities that have presented 
themselves to me in my career and those 
opportunities have made me who I am today.”

Guile’s love for the university athletic 
programs were forged early in his life. He 
remembers his father taking him to NSU 
games as a child.

“I have a lot of fond memories from my 
childhood from going to watch NSU football 
games in the late 80s and early 90s.”

His family still supports NSU by attending 
athletic events together. Guile also supports 
the university financially. 

“I would encourage my fellow graduates and 
undergraduates to come and support NSU,” 
Guile said. “NSU is a great school that 
continues to develop and grow their programs 
every year. NSU invests in the faculty and 
students continuously and it shows on the 
field and in the classrooms.”

Guile gives back to his 
alma mater

Guile with 
wife Lauren
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Alumni News

A nontraditional voice 

When Andrea Tucker thinks about her college experience 
at Northeastern State University, it’s not dorm rooms and 
roommates that come to mind. 
Instead, Tucker remembers evenings spent studying on the 
floor of a small apartment surrounded by open textbooks 
and her four young children. She remembers how they 
watched her, and followed her example by scribbling notes 
while reading their Dr. Seuss books. 
It might not be a traditional college experience, but as 
the first NSU Alumni Association president to have 
graduated from NSU-Broken Arrow, Tucker has a unique 

perspective to bring to the table. 
In 2003, Tucker found herself newly divorced with four children under the age of 
seven. She had an associate degree from Tulsa Community College, but she knew it 
wouldn’t be enough.
She was a lifelong resident of Broken Arrow, and NSUBA had recently opened its 
doors to students. She didn’t know what she would major in or what career she 
wanted to chase, but she took the first step and enrolled in classes. 
“I met the coolest people going to NSUBA,” Tucker said. “These people had similar 
stories to mine and different stories from mine. It was diverse, yet everybody there 
was so passionate about not only earning their degree, but about gaining a solid 
education. There was something driving every single person there.”
During her time at NSUBA, Tucker discovered a passion for finance and a love of 
marketing. Former assistant dean Jack Haney helped her combine those strengths 
into a goal of becoming a financial advisor. 
Haney later put her in touch with an NSU alumnus who was hiring at Merrill 
Lynch. Tucker was hired as an assistant. While she worked on her MBA at NSU-
Muskogee, she also worked her way up and eventually joined as partner of a Wealth 
Management Practice at Merrill Lynch. She’s now been with the firm for 10 years. 
“It’s exactly what I would have wanted by earning an education from NSU,” she said. 
Tucker said she has her dream job solely because of the networking and mentoring 
opportunities she encountered at NSUBA. That’s why she loves sharing her story 
with students and recent graduates. 
“I can talk to them and show them the progression that’s sometimes necessary to 
prove that you have the knowledge and skill,” she said. “I can help others not be 
discouraged when they’re graduating and looking for a job, but instead help them 
realize and trust in their potential and follow their passions knowing those skill sets 
will come out, and they will prove themselves in time.”
She had a job she loved, but after graduation Tucker said there was a gap in her life—
she missed spending time with the passionate people she went to school with. When 
someone recommended her for a position on the NSU Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, she jumped at the chance to be a voice for nontraditional and transfer 
students at NSU. 
“As I got involved I realized, this is why I had that longing, because I can now give 
back,” she said.  
Tucker has seen the power of networking and mentoring first-hand and she hopes 
to pay it forward through her involvement in the Alumni Association. She said she 
hopes all alumni consider joining, because the larger the network is the stronger it is.  
“Some people in our Alumni Association are financially at a point where they can 
make monetary donations and help with scholarships, and that’s beautiful, wonderful 
and greatly needed. Others are not at a point where they can lend financial support, 
but through their active involvement, they are able to offer their wisdom and their 
perspective through mentorships and networking with students.  As the Alumni 
Board consistently says, whether alumni are involved sharing their time, their talents, 
or their treasure, all are equally valuable and necessary to carry forward the legacy of 
this amazing NSU alumni community we’re all a part of.”

Andrea Tucker named NSU Alumni Association President.

Richard Carter

Carter graduated in 1963 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
political science. He gained a 
commission in the U.S. Air 
Force. He retired as president 
and co-owner of a Tulsa-based 
heat exchanger manufacturing 
company in 2002. Richard is in 
his sixth term with the Broken 
Arrow City Council. He has 
served two terms as mayor and 
is currently vice mayor. 

Kylé (Thornton) Hicks

Hicks graduated in 2005 with 
a master in communication 
and earned a master of 
business administration from 
NSU in 2008. She has been 
employed with Baker Hughes 
Incorporated since 2008. She 
resides in Oklahoma City.

Jessica (Roberts) Mugg

Mugg graduated in 2010 with 
a masters degree in health 
and human performance and 
a masters degree of higher 
education leadership in 2013. 
She currently works for the 
Broken Arrow Chamber of 
Commerce. Mugg lives in 
Coweta with her husband 
David.

Lisa Smith 

Smith graduated in 2002 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration with an 
emphasis in entrepreneurship. 
She is the executive director 
for Lake Area United Way. Her 
career was previously focused 
on economic and workforce 
development in Northeast 
Oklahoma. She lives in 
Muskogee. 

Introducing the new  
Alumni Association  
board members:



Alumni News //SNAPSHOTS//

Kathy Johnson ‘82 (Gentry’s mother) and 
Emerald Ball emcee Gentry Johnson before 

kicking off the 19th annual Emerald Ball.

Jack Dobbins ‘51 and Elaine Mason 
posing for a picture at the 
19th annual Emerald Ball.

Michael Sanford and Joe Sexon ’03 
getting ready to start the 

Green & White Golf Classic.

Dez (Watts) Breech ’03, carefully painting 
the sky at the Homecoming event, 

Brunch, Brushes & Bubbles. 

Bill Jones, ’01 and 
Phi Sigma Kappa 

alumni, continuing 
his 10-year tradition 

of grilling at the 
Homecoming tailgate. 

Darren Alexander 
‘04 presenting at the 
College of Business 

& Technology’s 
11th annual Alumni 

Teach-in on Sept 21.

George Elliott, Jr. ‘55, Carol Ann Barkley ‘78, and Billye 
Elliott ’74 at the Honors Dinner during Homecoming.
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If you have photos you would like to submit, contact the Office of Alumni Services at 918-458-2143, 
email: alumni@nsuok.edu, or mail to 812 N. Cedar Ave., Tahlequah, OK 74464

Jim Quetone ’53 and ‘64, Paul Skeans, 
Pete Vanzant, Carl Scott ’55 and ‘63, and 

Ted Vancuren ’60 and ‘67 enjoying the Green & 
White Room during the Homecoming Football 

game against Fort Hays on Sept. 24.

Bryson Williams ‘12, Tucker Hurt ‘12, 
Jerry Cook ’72 and ‘06, Tanner Hurt ‘12, 
and Tyler Webster ’12 getting ready for 

some golf at Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
during Homecoming week.

Ed ’70 and Shirley ’70 Munson, both 
alumni association life members, 

attending the Honors Dinner Friday 
night of Homecoming.

Craig Ellis ‘10, Vice President of University 
Relations Ben Hardcastle and Ben Ellis ’11 at 
the Green & White Golf Classic on Friday of 

Homecoming week.

Jim Rogers ’67 and ’70, lifetime 
member of the NSU Alumni 

Association, enjoying himself at the 
Honors Dinner during Homecoming.

Glenda the Good Witch (Kaylee Switzer), a junior 
majoring in Health and Human Performance and 
Dorothy (KImberly “Caitlyn” Crissler), a senior 

majoring in Art, played their part well in the 
Homecoming parade.

Joe Stanstill ’61 and ’66, Janet 
Stanstill ’62 and ‘70, and Ron 

Evans ’60 and ’64 at the Nifty 50s 
Homecoming Reunion.

Wynonna and the Big Noise 
performed at this year’s
 19th annual Emerald Ball 

benefiting student scholarships.

There’s no place like HOMEcoming 
was the theme of this year’s 

Homecoming Week.  Scarecrows, 
tin men, Dorothys and lions were 

seen all over campus!

IMPRINTS  |  9



News

Campaign goal raised to $25+ million
On August 5, 2016, after reviewing the exciting progress of  
Preserve our past. ENSUre Our Future. The Campaign for Northeastern 
State University, the board of trustees for the Northeastern State 
University Foundation voted unanimously to raise the goal of the 
campaign from $20,925,000 to $25,075,000. This 20 percent goal increase 
was based on analysis of the pledges to date, the potential capacity of 
alumni and other NSU supporters, the time elapsed in the campaign and 
the priority funding opportunities at NSU, including scholarships, faculty 
enhancements, new and revitalized facilities and athletics projects.

As of the date of this magazine, we have surpassed $18 million in 
commitments from several thousand donors. A public launch of the 
campaign is scheduled for April 22, 2017 at the Tahlequah campus. More 
details on this event will follow. In the meantime, if you’d like to be part 
of NSU’s largest campaign, contact NSU Foundation Executive Director 
Peggy Glenn at glennsum@nsuok.edu or 918-444-4207.
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*As of December 31, 2015

**As of December 5, 2016

Stephen Clark credits the Northeastern 
State University Music Department 
faculty for preparing him for new and 
exciting opportunities in his education and 
performing life. 

Clark earned his Bachelor of Arts with an 
emphasis in vocal performance at NSU in 
2010.

“When I came to NSU, I really didn’t know 
much about music at all,” Clark said. “The 
faculty took the time to introduce me to all 
kinds of amazing, wonderful things about 
classical music, such as different composers, 
performers and styles–I was hooked.”

After graduating from NSU, Clark received 
his Master of Music in opera performance 

from Oklahoma City University in 2012.

Clark performed in several operas after 
graduating, including roles at the Tulsa 
Opera, Fort Worth Opera Festival, 
Chautauqua Opera and Central City Opera.

While performing in Central City’s showing 
of “Tosca” by Puccini in the summer of 2016, 
Clark received a number of good reviews 
and accepted a full-tuition scholarship 
opportunity to pursue a second master’s 
degree from Yale University.

In addition to a wealth of coaching and 
lessons at Yale, Clark will also sing for a 
number of well-known artists in the field in 
master class settings. 

NSU prepares Clark for stage, Yale



News

Do leads team to first place  
in NASPA competition 

Hoang Do, a Northeastern State University graduate assistant from 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, led a team of graduate students that won first 
place in a case study competition at the 2016 Region-IV West/East 
NASPA Conference on Nov. 15 in St. Louis. 

NASPA, Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education, is the 
leading association for the advancement, health and sustainability of 
the student affairs profession.

Do competed with three graduate students from Carleton College in 
Northfield, Minnesota and Fort Hays State in Hays, Kansas. 

During the competition, Do and his team were given 24 hours to read 
a case, create a presentation, and present to a panel of three judges. 

While at the conference, Do also helped facilitate the Student Affairs 
Leaders of Tomorrow/NASPA Undergraduate Fellowship Program 
Pre-Conference Institute. 

Do is pursuing a Master of Arts in Higher Education Leadership.

School of Visual & Performing 
Arts launched
The Northeastern State University College of Liberal Arts launched 
its newly named School of Visual & Performing Arts on Sept. 30 with 
a reception that included a wind ensemble concert and art gallery 
showing.

The SVPA encompasses the art, drama, music and Sequoyah Institute 
programs with each academic unit remaining separate, but allowing for 
collaborations among the programs to cross-promote events in each 
area.

The SVPA is working towards a renewed interest in the many arts 
opportunities that NSU has to offer to the students and community 
members. With this change and combined marketing efforts, the school 
creators hope to build patron bases for each of the arts areas and provide 
a central location for ticket purchases for all the programs.

NSU names Corntassel  
2017 Sequoyah Fellow
Dr. Jeff Corntassel, associate 
professor and director of 
Indigenous Governance at 
the University of Victoria, 
will be the Northeastern State 
University College of Liberal 
Arts 2017 Sequoyah Fellow.

The Sequoyah Fellow program 
provides an opportunity for 
NSU and the College of 
Liberal Arts to recognize an outstanding scholar in the field 
of Native American Studies. 

During their fellowship year, recipients are given the 
opportunity to share their expertise with the NSU 
community. Past Sequoyah Fellows include former 
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation Wilma Mankiller, 
Cherokee Nation Senior Policy Advisor Dr. Neil Morton 
and University of Arkansas Dean of Law Stacy Leeds. 

Corntassel holds a Ph.D. in political science from the 
University of Arizona. His research and teaching interests 
include sustainable self-determination and indigenous 
political mobilization. His research has been published in 
“Alternatives, Decolonization, Human Rights Quarterly” 
and “Social  Science Journal.”

Corntassel’s first book, “Forced Federalism: Contemporary 
Challenges to Indigenous Nationhood,” examines how 
indigenous nations in the U.S. have mobilized politically 
as they encounter new threats to their governance from 
state policymakers. His second book, “Everyday Acts 
of Resurgence: People, Places, Practices,” is an edited 
volume in collaboration with Kanaka Maoli, professor in 
indigenous politics at the University of Hawai’i, Manoa. 

Corntassel was the first to represent the Cherokee Nation 
as a delegate to the United Nations Working Group on 
Indigenous Peoples. 

“Corntassel is an internationally recognized scholar. 
His time in residence at NSU will provide a unique 
opportunity for our students to learn about issues that are 
important to the future of all indigenous people,” said NSU 
Dean of Liberal Arts Dr. Phillip Bridgmon. “The struggle, 
for example, of the Water Protectors at Standing Rock to 
preserve their sacred land and the recent lawsuit filed by the 
Cherokee Nation to get answers to the misappropriation of 
their tribal lands and natural resources are recurring issues 
of sovereignty that Dr. Corntassel can help us understand.” 

Plans are underway for a reception honoring Dr. 
Corntassel, in addition to a public lecture and special 
seminars with NSU students. Details will be announced in 
the upcoming weeks. For more information, please contact 
Dr. Anita Thompson, assistant dean for the College of 
Liberal Arts, at hylton@nsuok.edu or 918.444.4504.
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NSU graduate student, Hoang Do (second from right) stands with 
his case study team during the 2016 NASPA Region IV-West/East 
conference in St. Louis, MO.
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College of Business & 
Technology named in top 30 
Affordable Business schools
The Northeastern State University College of Business 
& Technology was recently named among the Most 
Affordable Business Schools 2016 by College Choice, a 
leading authority in college and university rankings and 
resources. NSU is ranked number 29 of the 30 schools 
that made the list.

The Most Affordable Business Schools 2016 ranking 
was created by collecting data on individual school 
programs, academic reputation, student retention, 
special accreditation by business associations, gainful 
employment statistics and tuition costs. This information 
was gathered from program websites for each school, 
business school accreditation sites and independent 
statistical sites, such as the National Center for Education 
Statistics. 

NSU’s College of Business & Technology is a student-
centered college with faculty members who strive for 
high levels of classroom performance and work hard 
to advance knowledge in their disciplines. Its students 
graduate with high-quality degrees and professional 
expertise that put them in demand with area employers. 

The College of Business & Technology offers 13 
undergraduate programs and four graduate programs 
with classes offered at both the Tahlequah and Broken 
Arrow campuses using traditional, blended and online 
delivery methods. NSU and the College of Business 
& Technology are accredited by the Higher Learning 
Commission and the Accreditation Council for Business 
Schools and Programs.

Cobb Hall welcomes students. Northeastern State University’s 
Isabel Cobb Hall is the most recent addition to student housing on 
campus. NSU students made their mark on the university’s history 
when they voted to name the newest residence hall after Isabel 
Cobb. Cobb graduated from Cherokee National Female Seminary 
in 1879 and became the first woman physician in Indian Territory.

Cobb Hall opened in August for the fall semester with 344 beds in 
a co-ed (by suite) floor plan with semi-private rooms and shared 
bath between four residents. This residence hall features lounge 
space on each floor and a multipurpose room on the first floor, and 
is conveniently located close to classes and the University Center.

Fish Tale. “Catch and Release: Fish Tales IV,” a piece by 
Northeastern State University professor Lance Hunter was recently 
featured in “Splash 17: Inspiring Subjects.” The watercolor was 
highlighted in the chapter focusing on the human figure. The 
“Splash” series is published annually and showcases the work of 
international and American watercolor artists, with insights into 
the selected artist’s technique and inspiration.

Center for Women’s Studies 
welcomes new director
In 2015, the Institute for Women’s Policy Research 
gave Oklahoma an overall grade of D+. Dr. Suzanne 
Farmer, the new director of Northeastern State 
University’s Center for Women’s Studies, is one of 
many working to change that grade. 

A professor of history at NSU since 2011, Farmer has 
served as co-director of the center since 2013. The 
Center for Women’s Studies is a multidisciplinary, 
integrated program that seeks to empower NSU 
students to become socially responsible global citizens 
through fostering learning about gender roles and 
relations across cultures and history. Honoring both 
the university’s history as a female seminary and the 
legacy of Wilma Mankiller, the first female chief of the 
Cherokee Nation and Sequoyah Fellow at NSU, the 
Women’s Studies program prioritizes study of minority 
women, indigenous women and women’s leadership.



IMPRINTS  |  13

News

NORA scholarships reward 
student participation
Five Northeastern State University students were awarded scholarships during the 
Northeast Oklahoma Regional Alliance annual summit Oct. 25 at NSU. NORA is a 
nonprofit group dedicated to the growth, prosperity and vitality of Northeast Oklahoma. 
This year’s annual summit was designed to demonstrate what leadership development 
can bring to business, organizations and communities and to provide tools to promote 
economic success in Northeast Oklahoma.

NORA announced its scholarship offer through the NSU Foundation in September with 
an open call for applications and presentations. Students were asked to prepare a tri-fold 
tabletop poster and provide a brief summary of “business involvement in public education” 
for judges.

Three undergraduates received $1,000 scholarships, including:

n  Erika Vinson (Warner, Oklahoma) – Speech-Language Pathology senior
 Presentation: “Develop from Within: A True Pathway to Regional Business and   
 Industry Growth”

n  Heather Wallace (Edmond, Oklahoma) - Hospitality and Tourism Management senior
 Presentation: “An Investment in Knowledge Pays the Best Interest”

n  Shelby Treat (Tulsa, Oklahoma) - Early Childhood Education junior
 Presentation: “Business Smarts Meets Book Smarts”

Two $2,000 graduate scholarships were also awarded to recipients:

n  Chelsey Walters (Collinsville, Oklahoma) - Reading Education graduate student
 Presentation: “Work Force Life Skills: A Proposed High School Elective”

n  Rachael Heister (Leonard, Oklahoma) - Business Administration graduate student
 Presentation: “Career Success Through Local Business Involvement”

For more information about NORA, please visit www.neokregion.org.

CSI certificate program awarded
Northeastern State University’s Continuing 
Education Department has once again been 
awarded for its Crime Scene Investigator 
Certificate program. The Association for 
Continuing Higher Education (ACHE) 
presented the staff and faculty of the CSI 
program the award for Best Non-credit 
Program in Crime Scene Investigation 
during the 78th ACHE conference in New 
Orleans.

The CSI certificate was developed in 
partnership with the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation and was designed 
for current law enforcement officers 
who would like to further develop their 
understanding, skills and expertise as it 
relates to crime scene investigations.

The program is instructed by crime 
scene agents from the OSBI and the 
Broken Arrow Police Department, with 
a combination of online and face-to-face 
learning. Most of the time will be spent 
online for curriculum instruction, and a few 
days are dedicated to practical exercises and 
proficiency testing on the NSU-Broken 
Arrow campus.

The class is accredited by the Council of 
Law Enforcement Education and Training 
for 80 hours of mandatory continuing 
education credit and also earns students 
CLEET accreditation.

For more information, please visit   
www.nsuok.edu/continuingeducation.

On Nov. 30, Northeastern State University 
and Clean Line Energy came together to 
award the inaugural Clean Line Energy 
Scholarship to Sheena Bottorff.

Bottorff is a senior environmental, health 
& safety management major set to graduate 
in May 2017. She is the president of the 
NSUBA American Society of Safety 
Engineers (ASSE) and is also an active 
participant in the Tulsa professional chapter 
of ASSE where she assists in organizing 
events and programs that link NSU students 
to area professionals.

According to Bottorff, the Clean Line Energy 
Scholarship has made an incredible impact 
in her life as it helps to alleviate the financial 
burden of pursuing higher education. She 
said the scholarship award is an honor and 
blessing.

As part of the scholarship application, she 
wrote an essay discussing her choice of 
major as a way to be an advocate for the 
environment and a positive force for change. 
In her essay, she recognized the need for 
renewable resource technologies, energy 
awareness, preservation of Native American 
culture and the sacred lands of Native 
American tribes.

“Time is of the essence if we are to prevent 
the irreparable devastation of the planet’s 
natural, life-giving balance,” Bottorff said. 
“That is why investing in renewable resource 
technologies and fostering a culture of 
energy awareness is so critically important.”

Trish Williams, Oklahoma outreach associate 
for Clean Line Energy, said they are pleased 
to partner with NSU on the environmental 
and safety scholarship award.

“We want to congratulate the first ever 
recipient of this scholarship, Sheena 
Bottorff,” Williams said. “Ms. Bottorff has 
not only excelled in her area, but has taken 
on leadership roles in her field of study to 
help promote NSU and her fellow students. 
We are very proud of her and look forward to 
seeing what contributions she makes to her 
field in the future.”

Inaugural Clean Line Energy 
Scholarship presented
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NSUBA 15. Wes Smithwick, President of Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce, Ed Huckaby ’73, retired Professor of NSU, 
Craig Thurmond, Broken Arrow Mayor, Mark Arant, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs at NSU, Andrea Tucker 
’05 and ‘09 and board member of the NSU Alumni Association, RUSO Regent Jeff Dunn, Chancellor Glen Johnson of the 
OK State Regents for Higher Education, President Steve Turner, and Roy Wood, Dean of the NSU Broken Arrow campus, 
celebrate the 15th Anniversary  of the NSU-Broken Arrow campus. 

Fabulous 15
Northeastern State University celebrated its 15th anniversary 
of its Broken Arrow campus on Aug. 11. Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education Chancellor Glen Johnson 
welcomed guests and provided remarks commemorating the 
occasion. Discussion to build the NSUBA campus began 
in the late 1990s when the Oklahoma legislature altered the 
University Center at Tulsa and opened the door for NSU 
to develop a new campus site within the Tulsa metropolitan 
area. After many years of planning, NSUBA opened its doors 

in 2001. NSUBA offers many learning options like Master 
in Education degree in Special Education-Autism Spectrum 
Disorders and bachelor’s programs in Cyber Security, 
Homeland Security and Legal Studies. Looking towards the 
future, NSUBA will have an increased focus in science and 
technology programming. NSU’s new Applied Physics degree 
will prepare graduates with the technical expertise to support 
advanced manufacturing endeavors in Broken Arrow and the 
entire Tulsa metropolitan area.

Now accepting 2017 Alumni Honoree nominations 
Each year, the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors selects the honorees for 
Distinguished Alumnus and Outstanding 
Young Alumnus who will be honored at 
Homecoming and Emerald Ball.  

These awards are presented annually to 
NSU alumni who, through personal 
achievement and service, have brought honor 
and distinction to both themselves and the 
University. Outstanding Young Alumnus 
has the distinction of having graduated from 
NSU in the past 20 years.

Nominations for the 2017 selection process 
are open. Nominations will be accepted until 
April 15, 2017. Any nominations received 
after April 15, 2017 will be considered for the 
2018 year.

Nominators may be contacted to provide 
additional information on their nominee.

For more information, call 918-458-2143,  
or visit nsualumni.com.
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FUTURE ALUMNI NETWORK  
Member Profile

What drew you to NSU? What did you see here that made you feel 
this was the right choice?
Before I officially decided on NSU, I toured the campus five times. I instantly 
fell in love with the environment and how beautiful the campus was. I 
received the RISE service scholarship here and that also helped me decide 
on where to go. Honestly without this scholarship I probably wouldn’t be 
attending college.

Any family members NSU alumni? If so, who? Did they shape your 
decision to come to NSU? 
My whole family attended OSU and that is the school where everyone 
expected me to go. Growing up I knew that OSU wasn’t my home, and so 
when I toured NSU I just instantly felt like this is where I needed to be. My 
parents were supportive of my decisions in coming to NSU, although they 
were a little discouraged by the two and a half hour drive. 
 
Outside of the Future Alumni Network, with what activities and 
organizations are you involved? Leadership positions?
Outside of the Future Alumni Network I am involved with quite a few 
things. I am a part of RISE and through that serve on the MLK Day 
Committee and the Founders Day Committee. I am a member of the Delta 
Zeta sorority and hold an office along with being a director for Greek 
Week and Greek Sing. I served as a recruitment counselor for Panhellenic 
and serve as a sweetheart for the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. I am the 
secretary for NSU’s Traditions Council, served as the Street Party chair for 
Homecoming, was a Rookie Bridge Camp (RBC) volunteer and served as 
the reflection chairman for Big Event. I also serve as a Student Orientation, 
Advising and Recruitment (SOAR) leader.

Favorite experiences or memories so far while at NSU?
NSU has given me so much already with friends, great teachers and 
mentors. Some of my favorite memories are spent with my friends as we 
explore Tahlequah. I also loved Homecoming Week—getting to see all of 
the alumni come back and see how much they love NSU.
 
Advice to future RiverHawks?
Get out and get involved. College is what you make of it. If you stay in 
your room the whole time and watch movies then you’re not going to have 
a great experience. If you go to events on campus, meet people and get 
involved then your time here will be so much better.

How would you like to see NSU alumni more involved with NSU 
and current students?
I would love to see NSU alumni become more involved with current 
students, perhaps having more events where alumni come back and give us 
advice. GreenLink was an event where current students could be paired up 
with alumni and ask them questions about their career field, and that is by 
far my favorite event on campus. I value alumnus advice so much because 
they’ve been in our shoes and know how to advance in life and know the 
steps to take. I wish there were more ways for current students to reach 
out and to be able to talk to alumni and ask for advice.

Name:  Rachel Hiatt
Hometown:  Cleveland, OK
Major:  Hospitality and Tourism   
  Management, Marketing
Year:  Sophomore

NSU publishes inaugural 
literary journal
The Northeastern 
State University 
student writing 
organization, NSU 
Write Club, recently 
celebrated the 
publishing of the 
university’s first 
literary journal, 
“The Talon.” The 
journal includes 
short stories, poetry 
and nonfiction 
works authored by NSU students and alumni.

The organization’s faculty advisor, Christopher Murphy, said 
the initial concept was that of former Write Club president, 
Shane Farris. Farris is a graduate student in NSU’s English 
literature program.

“It had been a longtime dream of his to get a literary journal 
up and running here,” Murphy said. “He was the one who 
did the early planning—getting the Write Club to come up 
with the name, establishing the parameters of the journal and 
researching funding and publishing.”

“I knew it could potentially draw students in to NSU to keep 
the creative writing community growing here, and of course 
to showcase the work of NSU’s writers. I’m not sure any of us 
thought it would actually happen as quickly as it did,” Farris 
said.

Murphy said Kenny Matthews, who succeeded Farris as the 
organization’s president, oversaw the call for submissions, 
directed the editorial process and helped secure funding for 
the first print run from the Northeastern Student Government 
Association. Current club president and vice president, Chloe 
Abshier and Alex Munoz continued the effort, seeing the 
journal through to completion.

“I helped with some aspects, but the students took the reins 
throughout the entire process,” Murphy said.

“This is an incredible opportunity to spotlight some of the 
exceptional talent of our students,” Dr. Phillip Bridgmon, 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts, said. “I commend our 
students and Professor Murphy for their vision in establishing 
this important outlet for the scholarly work of our campus 
community.”

Copies of “The Talon” are available for purchase from Murphy, 
in the Barnes & Noble Bookstore on the NSU Tahlequah 
Campus located in the University Center or on Amazon.com.

The club plans to create the journal annually and will be 
soliciting submissions from students and alumni in the spring 
for the next issue.

For more information or to purchase a copy, contact Murphy at 
murphy07@nsuok.edu.
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George Elliott, Jr. chased his cowboy dreams at a 
young age. An only child, George grew up on ranches 
in Pawhuska then Muskogee. His Cowboy Hall of Fame 
and rodeo announcer dad, George Sr. raised cattle and 
Hancock bred horses, while his mom taught high school 
English. 

“We always had cows and horses. I grew up doing 
everything—roping, bull dogging, bareback riding,” 
Elliott said. “I thought I wanted to be a cowboy at one 
time. But you couldn’t make any money, so that’s when 
I decided to be a football player.”

Elliott enrolled at the University of Oklahoma in 
the fall of 1950. There, large class sizes and a future 
Heisman Trophy winner kept him from realizing his 
full potential. 

“At OU I was in a situation where I was probably 
never going to play. Two guys played ahead of me and 
one of them was Billy Vessels [1952 Heisman Trophy 
recipient]. I wasn’t going to beat him out and I sure 
wanted to play,” Elliott said. “I knew Mr. Wadley, 
the athletic director at NSU. I talked to him about 
transferring and he said, ‘Well, yeah. Come on and we’ll 
get you a scholarship.’”

In spring 1952, Elliott transferred to NSU and joined 
DM “Doc” Wadley’s stellar line up. That year, the 
Redmen football team went undefeated in their bowl 
game and Elliott was added to the all-star roster. In 
1953, coach Tom Rousey led his players through seven 
wins, one loss and one tie with Elliott, Frank Tillery, 
Bennie Kiger and Smokey Holland making the all-star 
team.

“The first year I played at NSU we had such a 
good year because we had a lot of really great players. 
Everyone just did their job and that was the reason we 
were so successful,” Elliott noted. “I’ve watched a lot of 
teams play and seen a lot of games throughout my years. 
You can tell a team that’s going to win because they are 
organized. Everybody has a job to do and they get it 
done or they get replaced.”

After playing for the Canadian National Football 
League, working at Goodyear and coaching in 

Chickasha, Elliott, his wife and their two children, 
returned to NSU in 1975. Over the course of his 12-
year tenure, Coach Elliott won the respect of his players, 
peers and Redmen fans. Organization, dedication 
and talent topped the coach’s playlist on how to be 
successful. 

“Coaching is a great opportunity, especially if you like 
competition and you like to organize things,” Elliott 
shared. “You don’t realize how much time you spend 
just getting things ready for practice. You have to have 
everything laid out and prepared so you’re not out there 
stumbling around.”

Elliott was named Conference Coach of the Year in 
1980, 1982 and 1983. He received the NSU Citation of 
Merit Award in 1984 and was inducted into the NSU 
Athletics Hall of Fame and the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics Hall of Fame in 1988. Elliott is 
also a member of the Muskogee Hall of Fame. 

“Winning is a lot harder than people think. You can 
have the best players and still not win,” Elliott confided. 
“The problem a lot of people have is that it takes a lot of 
time. You can’t have two or three jobs and other things 
you’re trying to get done. Coaching takes an awful lot 
of time and lots of meetings. You have to really know 
what’s going on with everybody.”

A past president of the NSU Athletic Association, 
Elliott enjoyed working alongside former teammate 
Francis Wheeler as members sought to reinvigorate the 
athletics programs through school pride and financial 
support. 

“There was tremendous school spirit when I went to 
Northeastern. I don’t think I ever missed a basketball 
game unless I had to be out of town or something,” 
Elliott said. “If you were an athlete, you knew all the 
other athletes in every sport.”

These days, Elliott hits the greens for fellowship with 
former players, coaches and lovers of athletics. And 
while the game is not as competitive as it once was, it 
allows all a chance to reconnect and recapture the magic 
that happens when athletes gather. 

2016 Alumni Honorees

GEORGE ELLIOTT, Jr.
Distinguished Alumnus
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Larry Winget knows who he is and what he stands 
for. Just ask him. An author, television personality, social 
commentator and internationally acclaimed speaker, Winget 
has penned six New York Times/Wall Street Journal 
bestselling books and speaks with straightforward authority 
on the topics of success, business, personal finance, 
parenting and the “wussification” of America.

Winget’s transformation from a telecommunications 
professional to the trademarked Pitbull of Personal 
Development was the result of hard work, desperation and 
personal accountability. 

An Okie from Muskogee, Winget graduated high school 
in 1970 and enrolled in Northeastern State University. 
For the next six years, he did whatever it took to make 
good grades and pay his tuition. He juggled coursework 
in psychology and library science, as well as real work 
which included operating the Bookmobile for the Eastern 
Oklahoma Library System and working as one of the first 
male telephone operators for Southwestern Bell.  

“Most of the years I was at Northeastern I worked 10 
at night until 7 in the morning. I got off, drove an hour 
to Tahlequah, and did classes from 8 until about 3 in the 
afternoon. I drove back, did whatever homework I had, 
tried to take a nap and went back to work at 10 at night,” he 
said. “Because I was a commuter student, I was always on 
the run, driving back and forth. I never went to one football 
game when I was there. I was always working.”

Following his NSU graduation, Winget worked his way 
through the SWB ranks. Before long, he was the area sales 
manager for Kansas, a husband and father of two boys. In 
the 80s, when the divestiture of the company occurred, 
Winget was more than ready to leave the corporate world 
and start his own venture. 

Though Winget eventually lost his company and went 
bankrupt due to a corporation commission ruling, he 
asserts it was the best day of his life. All he ever wanted was 
an audience, so he decided to become a professional speaker 
and sales trainer. 

“The day it happened, I told my wife she needed to find 
a job,” Winget remembered. “She asked what I was going to 
do. I told her I was going to be a professional speaker and 
a sales trainer. Did I know anything about that, she asked? 
I said no and picked up the Tulsa yellow pages and started 
calling every business in there.”

Desperation made Winget a fast study. He offered 
45-minute, $50 training sessions to any business that would 
book him. He also held weekly garage sales and worked 
for neighbors to help pay the bills. Six months later, the 
National Speakers Association hired him to speak at their 
convention. He had arrived.

“I got known for being really straight forward but really 
funny at the same time. I really had a good run as sort 
of your typical motivational humorist kind of guy, then 
I had sort of a midlife crisis in the mid 90s and said I’m 
just so tired of all this happy crap. I don’t want to say it 
anymore. I don’t really believe that as long as you believe 
in yourself and have a positive attitude that everything’s 
going to be okay,” Winget shared. “I struggled with all that 
and then shifted my direction completely and became the 
guy everybody knows me as today—that pitbull sort of 
approach.”

Winget’s ability to “slap people pretty hard with cold hard 
reality and humor” set him apart from the speaker crowd 
and further established his now most recognizable brand. 
Gone were the suits, ties and “happyspeak”. So began a 
shut-up-stop-whining-and-get-a-life Winget complete with 
cowboy boots and ornate western shirts. 

Yes, life didn’t become interesting until he was about 
35, he said. But since then, the world’s only irritational 
speaker has been the host of his own show on A&E, starred 
in national commercials and is a regular on many national 
news programs. 

“I never got in this business to change the world. I got in 
this business to change my world. I believe the key to doing 
that is to speak well, be authentic, add value to people’s lives 
and businesses. When you do that, you are rewarded for it.”

2016 Alumni Honorees

LARRY WINGET
Distinguished Alumnus



IMPRINTS  |  19



Education and music have always been a central part of 
Jay Falkner’s world. Growing up in Panama, Oklahoma, 
he looked to his father, a high school band director, science 
educator and college instructor, as an example.

“I told my dad when I was in high school that I wanted 
to be a guitar player, and he made me promise him that I 
would go get a degree,” Falkner said. “The funny thing is, 
I wanted to pursue a music degree at Northeastern but he 
knew I didn’t want to be a music teacher. So, he told me I 
needed to get a business degree, which is why I went that 
route.”

As an only child, Falkner was surrounded by a family 
village of well-studied bohemian uncles, aunts, cousins, 
godfathers and friends. Falkner admits, it was a strange 
cultural dynamic to find in deep rural Oklahoma.

“I literally graduated with 46 folks in my class,” he said. 
“It was a pretty cool place to grow up. It kind of had that 
small-town value system but it was really neat because you 
could be super involved in everything from athletics to 
music.”

Falkner enrolled at Northeastern State University in 
1995. As a member of the President’s Leadership Class, 
he learned what it took to guide others. One-on-one 
conversations with NSU Presidents Roger Webb and Larry 
Williams gave Falkner purpose: to be a role model who 
invests time and effort into a student’s development. 

“I wanted to be that person for students,” Falkner 
confided. “It was so enlightening to have role models at 
that level who were willing to invest their time and effort 
into my personal development. I knew that I had found 
my purpose in my professional life during that time. 
So, I began to build stronger relationships with those 
administrators to learn all that I could.”

Jeff Walker, Bill Nowlin, Ron and Renee Cambiano, 
Tim Gillam, CH Parker, Lyle Deiter, Jim Phillips, John 
deSteiguer and John Mercer also left an impression upon 
him. 

“Jim Phillips was the reason I focused on human 
resource management. I was taking a business management 
class with him. He was just out there but I completely got 
him and he completely got me,” Falkner shared. “He was a 
major impactful man in my life; still is to this day.”

Falkner met his future wife, Kelly Doyle and lifelong 
friends through his involvement in NSU’s Downtown 
Hoedown Players. Some of those friends became 
bandmates in several of Falkner’s musical ventures, 
including Marshall City and South 40 bands. 

Following graduation in 1999, Falkner began his higher 
education career as an NSU university representative. 
There, he learned the importance student support 
programs have on student success, institutional retention 
and graduation rates. Two years later, he joined staff at the 
new Broken Arrow campus and helped provide a presence 
in Tulsa.

In 2002, with his fiancé and her daughter, Falkner 
moved back to Panama where he was hired at Carl Albert 
State College. 

From director of the Upward Bound Program to Vice 
President of Enrollment Management, Falkner worked 
his way through the ranks. Along the way, comprehensive 
positions within Student Affairs and the University Center 
gave Falkner a 360-degree view of what it takes to get a 
student from enrollment to graduation.  

“My experience at NSU, especially with PLC and 
everything else I was involved with from student alumni 
association to student senate, it changed my life. It was 
a ticket to a better life for me, my wife and my kids and 
for my community,” Falkner confided. “The impact I 
can have, volunteerism and different things that I do, that 
never would have happened without higher education. To 
be able to do that for my ‘gig’ is overwhelming.” 

In July 2016, Falkner was named the 10th president of 
Carl Albert State College. For him, the ticket to a better 
life for more than 2,000 students who attend CASC 
campuses relies upon the servant leadership of its faculty, 
staff and administration. It is a responsibility he does 
not take lightly. But, Falkner promises he will never ask 
anyone to do something he is not willing to do himself. 

“The entirety of my professional career has been spent in 
higher education due to my passion for learning, teaching, 
and aiding others in educational pursuits. My new role as 
president is humbling and I take it very seriously.”

2016 Alumni Honorees

JAY FALKNER
Outstanding Young Alumnus
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From his first float trip at age seven to summers spent upon 
the Taneycomo and Arkansas waters, Ed Fite’s time along the 
river set the course for his life and defined his world. 

“That’s when rivers took hold of me,” Fite recalled.

Born in Muskogee in 1957, Edward Halsell Fite III spent 
much of his childhood at Swannanoa, the family homestead 
on the banks of the Illinois River. 

The importance of clean water to human life was made 
clear to Fite by a man he met on his father’s houseboat at Lake 
Eufaula. Lacy Grimes, former chief of staff for Oklahoma 
Congressman Ed Edmondson, was battling cancer. Fite’s 
father, a Muskogee urologist, offered Grimes a retreat, and in 
return, Grimes taught his son to shape Wheaties and Nehi 
Grapette soda into dough balls to use as bait. The two would 
fish for carp and talk for hours. 

“I listened to him tell stories about working on water issues 
at the national level,” Fite said. “I learned a lot from those 
hours we spent together.” 

In junior high, Fite was inspired by those conversations to 
build a secondary water treatment plant that earned him first 
place in the Muskogee County science fair.   

After high school graduation in 1975, Fite entered 
Northeastern State. While in college, he got married and had 
three kids. He worked multiple jobs to support his family and 
took semesters off to save money toward earning a degree in 
accounting and business. Outside the classroom, Fite noticed 
community service was part of NSU’s culture.  

 “My professors and President Roger Webb encouraged 
students to be involved with community activities. They 
instilled a sense that anyone who graduated from Northeastern 
had an obligation to be of service.”

In 1981, an NSU symposium confirmed what many 
observers suspected: water quality in the Illinois River was 
deteriorating and the state agency assigned to protect the scenic 
river was failing.  

Two years later, the 25-year-old college senior offered to fill 
the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission administrator post 
part time, without a salary, to get the agency back on its feet. 
Within three months, Fite was hired full-time. For the next 
33 years, he devoted himself to protecting water quality in the 

Illinois River basin. 

Upon graduation in 1984, Fite, his cousin, Muskogee 
attorney Julian Fite, and friend Ed Brocksmith cofounded Save 
the Illinois River, Inc. The state of Oklahoma and STIR took 
their fight for water quality standards between Oklahoma and 
Arkansas all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Throughout his career at OSRC, Fite worked with state 
and federal agencies to protect water quality, oversee river 
management planning, and create a safe environment for 
visitors. In 2016, the Oklahoma legislature consolidated 
OSRC with the Grand River Dam Authority. Fite has since 
transitioned into a new role as GRDA vice president for scenic 
rivers and water quality. 

Fite has served his state and community through the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Board, Kiwanis, Tahlequah Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and Tahlequah Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, among other organizations. His tireless 
devotion to rivers and water quality have earned him 
recognition awards from the Oklahoma Wildlife Federation, 
local chamber of commerce, and the Cherokee Nation, and 
lifetime achievement awards from Keep Oklahoma Beautiful, 
STIR and the national 2016 Outstanding Contribution to 
River Management Award. 

Fite insists that water quality in the Illinois River has 
improved through the work of many advocates. He credits his 
own father with instilling in him the desire to leave the world 
a better place. 

“My dad’s philosophy was, ‘If I can’t be your friend, I don’t 
want to be your doctor.’ Many of his patients didn’t have two 
nickels to rub together, but he refused to keep an accounts 
receivable book. He wanted to help people, and they showed 
gratitude by bringing him lunch or inviting him to fish on 
their property. One in particular would bring him goat’s milk 
cheese,” Fite said.

Fite is grateful that a part-time job transitioned to lifelong 
service. “I am doing what I love because a lot of folks invested 
time and energy in me, and helped me understand the 
importance of water as a young person.”  

Today, Fite lives at Swannanoa with Terri, his wife of 34 
years, and floats the Illinois River every chance he gets. 

2016 Alumni Honorees

ED FITE
Presidents’ Award for Community Service
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Life Members of the Alumni Association
The Alumni Association is proud to recognize and thank its life members. The generosity of life 

members supports the Alumni Association endowment, which funds programming and scholarships in 
perpetuity. Consider becoming a life member today. Visit nsualumni.com to learn more.

Paul Abel
Barbara Abercrombie
Sarah Ables
Henry Adair
Larry and Jan Adair 
Kimberly Adams
Carri Adams-Ralston
Darin Akerman
Bob Alderson
Gary and Dee Alderson
Amy Aldridge Sanford
Brad Allen
Jade Allison
Angela Alpaugh
Gene and Debbie Amlin
Aaron and Elizabeth Anderson
Arthur Anderson
Clint Anderson
Mitchell Anderson
Rachel Anderson
Rebecca Anderson
Slaton and Ashley Anthony
Terry and Vanessa Anton
Sally Armstrong
Gary and Martha Asher
Shirley Auffet
James Ayers
Joseph and Lynn Babinski
Janet Bahr
Wayne and Anne Bailey
Zelma Bailey
Bill John and Sherry Baker
Isabel Baker
Kendall Baker
Phillip and Vera Baker
Sondra Baker
Tim Baker
Gwen Baldwin
Brent and Faye Ballew
Dewey Ballew
George Ballew
Kenneth Ballew
Pamela Ballew
Colonel Henry and Charity Barber
Clyde and Carol Ann Barkley
Justin Barkley
Thomas Barnard
Joshua Basgall
Harold and Mary Battenfield

Marion Bayles
Linda Beaverson
Tom and Priscilla Been
John Beesley
James Bell
Larry and Joan Bell
Phyllis Bell
Fred Benford
Matt and Carrie Benjamin
Charlotte Benn
Amanda Bennett
Michael Bennett
Wade and Tara Bennett
Randall Benton
Walter Berg
Thomas and Kathy Bergman
Bob Berry
Shelba Bethel
Don and Susanne Betz
Debra Bezan
Henry and Mary Bias
Roger Biggerstaff
Dale Billam
Daniel Bintz
Scott Bird
Margaret Bishop
Richard Bishop
Valynda Black
Kendra Jean Blaha
Robert Boen
Michael Bolding
Michael Bolton
Shane and Laura Boren
Bethany Bowline
Gary Boyd
William Boyd Jr.
Mitzi Bradley
Matt and Tamara  Brassfield
Jim and Dez Breech
Dalton and Audra Briggs
Charles Brookshire Jr
Joseph Brossier
Bravis Brown
Dudley and Sara Brown
Edna Brown
Traci Brown
Emily Bruce
Robert Bruce
Deidra Bruton

Alexandra Bryant
Jack Bryant, Jr
Amy Buchert
Clemmie Buckner
Shannon and Patti Buhl
Mark and Gayle Bullard
Wayne Bunch
Georgina Burke
Ruby Burke
Fred and Carolyn Burks
Barbara Burnett
Lyle Burris
Lynn and Paula Burris
Terry Burrow
Phillip Bush
Susan Bush
John Buss
John Butts
Gary Cacy
Collotta Cade-Bailey
Jim Calloway
Jo Candy
Emerson and Rosemary Capps
J D and Karen Carey
Jolyn Carey-Rose
Janice Carletti
Carolyn Carlile
Christa Carlton
James and Ruth Carnagey
Kurt Carpenter
Seth and Kristin Carr
Stephen and Janette Carriger
Charles and Mildred Carroll
Pamela Carson
Gene Carter
Kathy Carter
Dr. Steven Cartmell
Roy Cartwright
Sue Catron
Ken Caughman
Sandra Caughman
Ronald Caywood
Michael Chapman
Jane Cherry
Kim Cherry
Robert Chesbro, Jr.
Steven Chesbro
Nathaniel Chism
James Christian

Clint and Kim Cisper
Charles M Clark
Daniel and Cindy Clem
Sharon Clevenger
Jonathan and Starr Cliff
Matt and Heather Cobb
Paula Cobb
Mary Cochran
Matthew and Teri Cochran
Robert and Paula Cockburn
John and Carolyn Cockrum
Senator Glenn Coffee
Eddie Coffey, Jr.
Robert Coffey
Jeff and Ashley Coffman
Charles and Doris Coker
James Cole
Rebecca Cole
Deborah A Coley
Jennifer Collins
Dr. Ken and Marsha Collins
Whitney Collins
Thomas H. Conklin, Jr., D.O.
Wesley Connor
Andy Cook
Jerry and Barbra Cook
John Cook
Susannah Cookson
Bertie Cooper
Charles Cooper
Dale Cooper
Erma Copkney
John and Julie Cotherman
Tom and Anne Cottrill
Eve Couch
James Coventon
John and Rhonda Cox
Ron and Londa  Cox
Dr. Samuel Cox
Debbie Coy
Lisa Crawford
J. Eddie Creekpaum
Ronald Crouch and Jo Bohart
Carla Crow
Mary Beth Cuevas
Jo Ellen Culver
Eloise Maxey
James Cunningham
Joy Cunningham
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Michael Cupit
Dallas and Heidi Curtis
Dustin Curtis
Jeanie Dancer
Ramona Daniel
Jerry Darter
Ann Davis
Dewey and Jerrine  Davis
Jesse Davis
Sally Davis
Sharon Bailey
Veraman Davis
Billy Davis
Michelle Delgado
Henry Dennis
Lois Denton
John and Darla deSteiguer
Mary Jo deSteiguer
Cecil Devine
David Dick
Jerry Dickerson
Andee Dickerson
Dee Ann Dickerson
Martha Dickerson
Bonnie Dickson
Jerry Dickson
Rose Dilbeck
Mike and Robyn Dill
Boston Dobbins
Britt Dobbins
Brynlee Dobbins
Duke Dobbins
Howard and Julie Dobbins
Jack Dobbins
Kael Dobbins
Mark and Valerie Dobbins
Marrilee Dobbins
Michael and Terrye Dobbins
M. Luke Dobbins
Stephanie Dobbins
Sydney Dobbins
Jennifer Doerflinger
Robert Doerr, Jr.
Mathew Steven Domjanovich
David Dormont
Clyde Doss
Rhonda Dostal
Larry and Linda Dotson
Penny Dotson
Charlene Doyle
Jennifer Doyle
Ed Drake
Roy and Sharon Drake
Phillip Driskill
B J Dry
Jack Dryden
James and Mary Dryden
Carlae Duffield
James Duffield
Bill and Patti Duncan
Jim and Charlene Dunn
Fred Dupy
Nancy Dyson
Christine Eatherton
Matt Eaton
Drew and Linda Edmondson
William Edwards
Lester Eldredge
Jefferey and Jane Elkins
Ryan and Kristin Eller

Jim Ellington
Austin Elliott
George Elliott
Necia Elliott
Kenneth Endres
John and Gaye Engelbrecht
Irene Enlow
Hugh Enos
Phyllis Enos
David Epp, OD
Julie Erb-Alvarez
Jill Ericksten
Dana Espinal
Donald Eutsler
Dr. K. Dean Evans, OD
Kenneth Evans
Dana Eversole
Susan Faatz
Michael and Kimberly Fair
Dunn Faires
Rachel Farinelli
Cindy Farmer
Dr. Rick Farmer
Lorene Dolly Farris
Donald B. and Carol Farthing
Allen and Monica Faulkenbery
Erin Feller
Doyle and Barbara Felts
Bryce Felts
Michael Felts
Wayne and April Felts
Carrie Fisher
Amber Fite-Morgan
Ed  and Terri Fite III
Elwin Fite
Lu Ann Fite-Morris
Lauren Fleenor
Larry Fleming
Lee Fleming
Kristy Fletcher
Janet Flores
Paul and Jann Flusche
Dr. Stephen Fly, OD
James Ford
Jerry Ford
Raymond Ford
Ruth Ford
Gary Foster
George Foster
Luke and Sarah Foster
Shae Foutch
Tim Foutch
Sam Fowler
Althea Franklin
Dr. Jari Frazier, OD
Tina Frazier
David Free
Doug Freeman
Meggie Froman-Knight
Gene and Susan Frusher
Billy Fullbright
Lonnie and Carol Fuson
Richard and Janet Gaddis
Marilyn Gailey
Alura Galbraith
Marie Galloway
John Garland
Donna Garner
Larry Garner
Toni Garner

Terry and Connie Garrett
Mike Geiger
Barry and Karen George
Adam Geurkink
Ann Leinn Bowles Gibson
Fred Gibson
Joe and Joyce Gilbert
John and Penny Glad
Jim Gladden
Peggy Glenn
Maxine Glory
Martin Glory
Arthur Goad
Erin Goddard
Dash Goff
Joyce Golding
Penny Gooch
Penny Goodall
Bill and Donna Goodwin
Glenda Goodwin
Jim Goodwin
Jim and Becky Gore
Charles and Pam Gosnell
Harley Gosney
David Gourd
Mary Graham
Kay Grant
Margaret Graves
Gena Gray
Brian and Shawna Green
Jan Green
Austin Greenhaw
Shayla Greenlee
Ann Greenwood
Randy Greer
Louis Gregorio
Stephen Greubel
Brenda Griffin
Eddie and Shirley Griffin
Larry Griffin
Bethany Griffith
J. Ford Griggs
Tim Grimes
J.J. and Cathy Gritts
Richard and Edna Grosshans
Philip Grove
Betty Gruenberg
Paul Gruenberg
Robert Gruenberg
Justin and Lauren Guile
George Gummere
Charles Gurley, OD
Harlan Guthrie
Gene Gwartney
Deanna Hadden
Gilbert Hall
John Hall
Linda C Hall
Quin Hall
Roy Hall
Dr. Myrna Hammons
Kyle Hancock
Jay Hannah
Thomas and Cindy Hanrahan
Doug Hansen
Iva Hard
Ben Hardcastle
James and Birthe Hardin
J Dan and Charlene Harlan
Brian and Elizabeth Harris

Ronald and Wendy Harris
J.B. and Jackie Harrison
Dianne Barker-Harrold
Bob and Michelle Harshaw
Catherine Hart
Lyle Haskins
Larry Hatley
Don Hawkins
Kenrick Hayes
Carly Haynes
John Headrick
Tobey and Buffy Heater
Sarah Davis
Todd Hembree
Lauri Henderson
Matt Henderson
Pamela Henderson
Tim and Gloria Hendricks
Deanie Hensley
Reyna Hernandez
Alan and Frankie Herrin
Dr. Donald Herrlein
Kathy Hickman
Gloria Highers
Stephen and Cami Highers
Norman and Mary Hill
Rebecca Hillock
Billie Hinton
Glenda Hinton
John Hinton
Kenneth Hoar
Larry and Nancy Hoffman
Larry and Mary Hogan
Linda Hogan
Randi Hogan
Ray Holden
Chris Holand
Gene Holland
Sharon Holloway
Dawn Holsted, OD
Tim and Brenda Holt
Bruce Hoop
Lisa Hopkins
Jim and Sue Hopkins
Michael Hopper
Katie Horn
Chuck and Stephanie Hoskin
Debbie House
Arthur Howard
Belva Howard
Jim and Lynn Howard
Brett Howell
John and Norma Hubbell
Damon and Amy Hudson
Robert Hudson
Mark and Jerilea Hughes
Don Hulsey
Andria Hummingbird
Patrick Huneryager
Kevin and Cristinia Hurst
Earlyne Hutchens
George and Sharon Isbell
Daniel Isbell
Jeanne Ishmael
Eston Jackson
Edna Jacobs
Steven Jacobs
Mary Jarvis
Lillian Jayne
Joyce Jech
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Charles and Meryruth Jennings
Frederik Jensen
Jason and Maci Jessie
Bernell Jiles
Daniel Johnson
Diana Johnson
Ivan Johnson
Jimmy Johnson
Karen Johnson
Paul Johnson
Robin Johnson
John and Diane Johnston
Angela Jones
Barbara Jones
Barry Alan Jones CPA
Oliver and Paula Jones
Shaun Jones
Willard Jones
Pam Kannady
David Kaufman
Michael and Tasha Kayser
Samuel Keith
Cari Keller
Patricia Kelly
Peter Keltch
Pamela Kennedy
Randall and Rhinda Kesselring
John and Colleen Ketcher
Greg Ketcher, OD
Nicole Ketcher
Joe and Beverly Kiger
Charlie Kimball
Linda Kime
Esther King
Krista King
Cheryl Kinion
Nick Kiriluk
Kristye Kirk-Shores
Virgil D Knight
Ed Knighten
Gregg and Julie Koehn
Brian and Emily Konieczny
Stanley and Diana Lance
Michael and Debbie Landry
Bill and Linda Langley
Gary LaValley
Gary Lawrence
Terry and Gerri Lawson
Jeremy Leader
Jo Ellen Ledbetter
Jamie Lee
Margaret Lee
Robert Lee
Wesley and Kendall Leflore
Lowell and Janelle Lehman
Lisa Leroux-Smith
Jeffry Lester
Dr. Patrick and Patti Lester
Pat Lewis
Tiffany Lewis
Emily Lim
Lora Lindley
Justin and Jennifer Lindsey
Tom Linihan
Dr. Jewell Linville
Kevin Linzy
Charles and Ila Littlejohn
Jay Littlejohn
Junior Dewayne Littlejohn

Tim and Carla Livesay
Jim and Patricia Locke
Dale and Donna Long
David Long
Mandy Lonsdale
Michael Lower
Judy Lowrey
Julia Ludwig
Cherry Lund
Leon Lusty
Patti Dalton Luton
Bruce and Karen Mabrey
Mac Maddox
Rachel Wimmer
Melissa Mahan
Lou Mahaney
David and Susan Main
Marjorie Malone
Mary Malone
Melba Manhart
Lois Maples
Willis Maples
Roger Marlow
John Marouk
Dennis Martin
Mike Martin
Todd R Martin
Archie and Ramona Mason
Willa Faye Mason
Dr. Curt Massengale, OD
Jim and Lettia Masters
Don Maxey
Joe and Jeanette Maxfield
Dr. June C May, MD
Michael and Judy McAdamas
James McAnally
Michele McCarthy
Barbara McCay
Adam McComber
James and Kristin McCord
Hugh McCullough
Chase McDonald
Kesa McDonald
Leigh Ann McGee
Don McGrath
Toni McGrew
Alan and Earlena McKee
Dennis and Theresa McLain
Danette McNamara
Brian McNeese
Herbert McSpadden
Carthel and Wima Means
Martha Medearis
Park Medearis
Sandy Medearis
Merle Meigs
Katherine Mengel
Betty Miller
Eddie Miller
Herman and Shellie Miller
Edward and Kendyll Miller 
Wesley Miller
Keri Mills
Mark Mills
Michael Missimer
Marcey Mitcham
Paula Mitchell
Amos Mizell
Paula Moldenhauer

Herbert and Barbara Monks
James Monroe
Michael and Rinda Monroe
Malcolm and Penny Montgomery
Jay Moore
Rick and Donna  Moore
William Moorer
Del Morgan
Gary Morgan
Ronald and Dianna Morgan
Ann Morris
Jan Morris
Jerrold Morris
Jody Morris
Karen Morris
Ken Morris
Larry Morris
David and Laura Morrison
James Mosley
Don and Louisiana Moss
Edward and Shirley Munson
Mary Munson
Matthew Muratore
Lowell B Murdock
Jill Murr
Joan Murray-Hogan
Marsha Murry
Todd and Paula Mutzig
William and Mary Mutzig
Duane Myers
Suzanne Myers
James and Terry Mynatt
Gerald Nelson
Gary Neumeyer
Richard Newberry Jr
Michelle Newey
Linda Newkirk
Carl Newton, OD
Dr. Thomas and Jane Newton
Carl Nick
Virgil Noe
John Norman
Mildred Norris
Kimberly Nowlin
Bill Nowlin
Hubert Oakley Jr
Heather O’Donnell
Sue Opp
Patrick and Patrick O’Reilly
Thomas Osburn
Terri O’Steen
Kindra Ota
Greg and Cheryl Overacker
Jill Overhuls
Fred Overstreet
Michael Pacewicz
Latricia Pack
Steven and Brenda Packard
Steven Packard
Gary Packwood
Betty Page
Jon Painter
Michele Parham
Ruby Parham
Dr. Bill and Jana Parker
C H Parker
Kenneth Parker
Nancy Parker
RL Parker

Richard Parliman
April Parnell
Cheryl Parrish
Kryistal Patrick
Robert and Susan Patrick
James Patterson
Stephanie Patterson
Lorna Pattison
Alan Patton
Kenneth Paul
Sallie Pawley
Jocelyn Payne
Mary Peake
Rickey and Brooke Peaker
Donald Peavler
Ewell and Linda Pendergrass
Ron and Winnie Perdue
Skip Pettus
Dr. Frank and Doniece Phelps
James Phillips
Gary and Gene Phipps
Matthew Pivarnik
Tony Pivec
Rebecca Poage
Wellon Poe and Dr. Kimberly Hefner-Poe 
Chris Pointer
Dorthene Pointer
Thurai Ponnudurai
Joe Poplin
Nancy Poteete
James Prediger
Dek and Dana Prentice
Richard Presley
Marie Prewett
Cheryl Price
Darrin Priest
Charlie and Billie Prigmore
Amanda Pritchett
Ruby Purdum-Sonnenfeld
Cynthia Qualls
Jim Quetone
Glory Quiett
Margaret Quiett - Hodge
Roger Quiett
Ronald Quiett
Rusty Quiett
Carl Raczkowski
David Rader
Debbie Rader-Moore
Joe Ragsdale
Spring Rainbolt
Donna Ramsdell
Bill Rauch
Gene Ray, OD
Geoff and Valarie Raymer
Larry and Donna Read
Janet Reasor
Dr. Lanny and Barbara Reed
Norma Reeves
David Reid
Gwen Remack
Mysti Reneau
Barbara Renz
Dallas Rhynes
Drake Rice
Dr. Larry Rice
Donald Ridenhour
Kris Rider
Michael Rider

Life Members of the Alumni Association
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Russ and Amy Riff
Shelly Risenhoover
Norma Roady
Anita Robards
Brandon and Catherine Robbins
Ilsa Roberts
Richard Roberts
Dean Robertson
J. Craig and Laura Robertson
Beverly Robison
Kenneth Roddy, OD
Jacob Rodriguez
Jesse Rodriguez
Jim and Janette Rogers
Jo Ellen Rogers
Marian Rogers
Case Rolland
Cole Rolland
Todd Rolland
Ron Roller
Jon Ross
Kelly Ross
Mark Ross
Mitchell and Jeanette Ross
Robin Ross
Randall Rosson
Kent Rountree
Robert and Marcia Rowley
Herbert and Carol Rozell
Charlene Ruble
Dwayne Rury
Elizabeth Ryals
Eunice Sager
Frank and Frances Sanders
Joseph and Cathy Sanders
Michael and Norman Sandlin
Stephan Sargent
Ronald Sawyer
Joe Scearce
Stephanie Schroeders
Douglas Schroth
Lahoma A. Schultz
Lacey Sconyers
Carl Scott
Janetta Scott
Kenneth Scott
Kimbra Scott
Bob Scott
Sarah Seabolt
Brian Searcy
Joe Sears
George and Sally Siebold
Betty Seidner
Debbie Selby
Dr. Floyd and Darlene Sellers
John Sellers
Martha Sellers
Ron and Dianne Seltzer
Enos Semore
Bill Settle
John Shackelford
Greg and Anna Shaw
Vickie Sheffler
Jacqueline Shelton
Wesley Shelton
Michael Shockley
Larry and Lore Silkey
Gregg and Lahoma Simmons
Joseph Simmons

Robert Simmons
Frances Sims
Fred Sims
Delois Singleton
Charles Sisk
Ann Sitz
Chris and Tammy Sizemore
David Sizemore
Hoyt Sizemore
Dr. Oral and Margaret Sizemore
Randy and Patty Skinner
Shawn and Rhonda Slavin
Charles Small
Linda Small
Blaine Smith
Jackie and Pamela Smith
Jacky Smith
Sam and Becky Smith
Sharon Smith
Stephen Smith
Tammy Smith
Paul Smittle
Charles Snider
Blane Snodgrass
Frank Sommer
Chris Sowder
Kent and Lori Sparks
Dr. Denise Spears Roddy
Denver and Donna Spears
Jack and Brenda Spears
Christopher and Leslie Spicer
Keri Spinks-Bates
Tahlula Spivy
Jeffrey and Tracie Sponseller
Linda Spyres
Chris St Clair
Josh Stafford
Ross Staggs
Dave and Sarah Stanley
Ron St Clair
Paul and Cynthia Steininger
Frank Stephens
Rick Stephens
Ronald Stevens
Camille Stevenson
B Don Steveson
Angela Stewart
Daniel and Peggy Stiles
Donald and Pamela Stinson
Tony and Ruth Ann Stockton
Juanita Stonecipher
Mary Stonecipher
Gerald and Lela Stowers
Victoria Strange
Mary Stratton
Carol Strickland
Glen Strickland
Rennard Strickland
Michael Studebaker
Darrell Sullenger
Dan Sullivan
Janet Sullivan
Mike Suminski
Delores Sumner
Michael Swafford
Chris and Ashley Swanson
Rosella Sweely
Claudia Sweger
Wesley Don Sweger

Kermit and Mary Tanzey
William Tarrant
Kyle and Drushea Tate
Linda Tatum
Fred and Janice Taylor
James Taylor
Kacee Taylor
Robert and Andrea Taylor
Gina Taylor-Davis
Michelle Thomas
Norma Thomason
Charles Thompson
Eugenia Thompson
Harold and Donna Thompson
Tobi Thompson
Tommy and Connie Thompson
Kin and Anita Thompson
Hugh Thomson
Kyle Thornton
Daniel and Karen Thurman
James Tillison
Tom and Donna Tinnin
Darren Tobey
Homer and Ann Tobey
William Townsend
Jimmy Trickett
Andrea Tucker
Thomas and Barbara Tucker
Nancy Turlington
Sarah McGowen
Dr. Randall Turner
Michael and Lisa Turner
Steve and Penny Turner
Maurice and Clarice Turney
Larry and Denise Turowski
Ben Tusia, Jr
Glenn Ullom
Polly Underwood
William Vafakos
Joyce Van Nostrand
Marie VanSchuyver
Hank and Jeannie Van Veen
Gary Vandenbos
Tom Vanderpool
Anita VanGundy
William and Sarah Vann
Pete Vanzant
Joyce Varner
Patrick Vaughan
Susan Vaughan
April Vaughn
Mike and Juanita Vernon
Tabetha Vinzant
Gregg Wadley
Joyce Wadley
Tim Wadley
Jim and Diane Wagoner
Jerry Wagstaff
Amanda Walker
Jim Walker
Jeff and Diane Walker
Jerri Walker
Kathy Walker
Larry Walker
Robert Wallace
Lesley and Mary Ann Walls
Anna Walters
James and Linda Wasson
Seth Watkins

Shawna Watson
Justin Watts
Neal and Kristi Weaver
Cynthia Webb
Robert and Terri Webb III
Rosemary Webb
Jared Webster
Michelle Welch
Navilion West
Clarence Ed Whinery
Rachel Whitaker
Carl White
Jim White
Kevin White
Louis White
Bill White
Betty Whitehorn
Suzy Whitekiller
Mildred Whitlock
Marjel Whitmore
Ralph Whitworth
John Whitworth
Lori Wickham
Steve and Belinda Wiles
Earl and Susie Williams
Iva Williams
Jean Williams
Julie Williams
Larry and Pam Williams
Louis Williams
Ralph and Karen Williams
Terry Williams
Tommy Williams
Dr. Diane J. Willis
Kenneth Willman
Charles and Kim Wilson
James Wilson
Timothy Wilson
Ginny Wilson
William Wilson
Craig and Shelley Winters
Ltc Wise
Betty Wofford
Christopher Wolfe
Noma Wolfe
Elizabeth Woodard
Cassie Woods
D B and Ann Woods
Jaime Woody
Patricia Woolever
Tommy and Dorothy Worsham
Steve and Jodeen Worth
Christine Wright
Scott and Tommye Wright
Sharon Wright
Mark Wyly
Jim Xezonatos
Patricia Yates
Juanita Yeager
John Yeutter
Dale and Marsha Young
Ryker and Tina Young
Ramona Young
Sam Youngwirth
Krista Zachariae
Chuck and Judy Ziehr
Erik Zoellner
Robert Zoellner
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Births

‘70s
Darcy Marie Gorman, daughter of Brently 
and Amy Gorman, granddaughter of Burl and 
Carolyn ‘72 Goats, was born on September 
27, 2016. 

Niall Maurice Buie, son of Jonathan and Chyna 
Buie, grandson of Ronnie ‘74 and Linda ‘80 
Buie, was born on June 11, 2016. 
 
‘90s
Topper Grayson McWilliams, son of Kiki 
McWilliams ‘95, was born on July 16, 2016.

‘00s
Charlotte Rose Holt, daughter of Joe and 
Diana (Frazier) ‘00 and ‘07 Holt, was born on 
June 20, 2016. 

Willow Sharpe, child of Chris ‘03 and Tosha 
Sharpe, was born on October 14, 2016. 

Caroline Rose and Dawson Cole Cochrane, 
daughter and son of Slade ‘04 and Julie 
(Gosnell) ‘04 Cochrane, were born on 
August 8, 2016.
 
Silas Brown, son of Clint ‘05 and Audra 
(Couch) ‘05 Brown, was born on July 6, 
2016. 

Griffyn Andella Jones, daughter of Airik ‘05 
and Jenna (Curry) ‘08 and ‘13 Jones, was 
born on July 18, 2016. 

Max Ryan Holt, son of Jason and Angela 
(Hess) ‘05 Holt, was born on July 12, 2016.
 
Gisele Alyse Arias, daughter of Jimmy and 
Brittany (Reyes) ‘05 Arias, was born on July 
14, 2016. 

Everett Rhys Maddox, son of *Mac ‘05 and 
Shannon Maddox, was born on August 5, 
2016.

Ruger Heard, son of Billy ‘06 and Heather 
(Enyart) ‘05 Heard, was born on June 14, 
2016. 

Lyndee Jane Geiger, daughter of Mark ‘06 
and Nancy (Combs) ‘05 Geiger, was born on 
October 13, 2016. 

McCoy Andrew Curtsinger, son of Michael and 
Amanda (Huffman) ‘06 and ‘09 Curtsinger, 
was born on July 5, 2016. 

Levi Murr, son of Josh ‘11 and *Jill 
(Webster) ‘06 Murr, was born on June 24, 
2016.

Finley Crawford Garde, son of Josh and 
Heather (Wilkerson) ‘07 Garde, was born 
on June 30, 2016. 

McCoy William Lee, son of Dakota and 
Elizabeth (Remmert) ‘07 Lee, was born on 
July 20, 2016.

Holly Layne Tate, daughter of *Kyle ‘07 and 
‘11 and *DruShea (Dear) ‘08 Tate, was born 
on June 30, 2016. 

Ransom Walker, son of Gary ‘07 and Cassie 
Walker, was born on September 15, 2016. 

Myles Henrichs, son of Brian and Amanda 
(Willoughby) ‘08 Henrichs, was born on 
June 23, 2016. 

Ella Rose Trujillo, daughter of Trevor and 
Jacque (Morrow) ‘08 Trujillo, was born on 
June 1, 2016. 

Alysaa Trinity Tennial, daughter of Earl ‘08 
and Heather Tennial, was born on October 
27, 2016. 

Poppy Lee, daughter of Bill and Abbi 
(Bergstrom) ‘08 Slagel, was born on October 
15, 2016. 

Violet Joy Vanderheiden, daughter of Jerrod 
‘09 and Holly Vanderheiden, was born on 
September 24, 2016.

Kyriea Joyce Vanmeter, daughter of Robin and 
Jaymie (Drennon) ‘09 and ‘12 Vanmeter, 
was born on July 14, 2016.  

‘10s
Ace Tyler Christy, child of Shane and Savana 
(Knowles) ‘12 Christy, was born on 
September 10, 2016.

Mason Roy Taylor, child of Shane and Talara 
(Heth) ‘12 Taylor, was born on November 
29, 2016. 

Jaden James Lang, son of Jasmine (Wright) 
Lang ‘12 and ‘14, was born on November 22, 
2016. 

Allison May Lee, daughter of Steven and Kalin 
(Bradshaw) ‘13 Lee, was born on November 
28, 2016. 

Marshall William James, son of Adam and 
Roxann ‘14 James, was born August 9, 2016. 

Easton Manuel Ortiz, son of Erin Osborn ‘16, 
was born on December 25, 2015.

Memoriam

‘40s
Dr. Valgene Littlefield ‘46, of Tahlequah 
passed, away July 11, 2016.

Elmo Pipps ‘49, of Shawnee, passed away 
August 2, 2016.

‘50s
Virgil Carter ‘52, of Tahlequah, passed away 
July 30, 2016. 

Charles Morgan ‘52, of Wagoner, passed 
away October 1, 2016. 

Robert Thomason* ‘54, of Muskogee, passed 
away June 28, 2016. 

Ruth Lester ‘54, of Tulsa, passed away June 
20, 2016. 

Joanne Carter ‘56, of Tulsa, passed away 
September 10, 2016. 

David Sigle ‘56, of Wagoner, passed away 
September 4, 2016. 

‘60s
Dr. James Brixey ‘60, of Tahlequah, passed 
away September 8, 2016. 

Sally Chrisman ‘61, of Tulsa, passed away 
September 14, 2016. 

Nick Stafford ‘64, of Bartlesville, passed 
away September 21, 2016. 

Don Hall ‘64, of Sand Springs, passed away 
October 28, 2016. 

Ronald Harris* ‘66, of Newton, Kansas, 
passed away July 16, 2016. 

Helen Daugherty ‘66, of Muskogee, passed 
away August 11, 2016.

Cora Merkle ‘69, of Claremore, passed away 
June 24, 2016. 

Joyce Perryman ‘69, of Warner, passed 
away June 19, 2016.  

Lahunter Liggins ‘69, of Chouteau, passed 
away July 22, 2016. 

‘70s 
Mark Day ‘72, of Wagoner, passed away July 
23, 2016. 

Betty Slavin ‘75, of Tulsa, passed away June 
23, 2016. 

Larry Thomas Carter ‘76, of Park Hill, passed 
away September 27, 2016. 

Wilma Green ‘76, of Stigler, passed away 
June 14, 2016. 

Robin Landrum ‘78, of Miami, passed away 
September 30, 2016. 

Carla Ann Lisenbee ‘78, of Kansas, passed 
away October 3, 2016. 

Sarah Perkins Frances ‘78, of Oologah, 
passed away October 16, 2016. 

Karolyn Traw ‘79, of Arkoma, passed away 
July 13, 2016. 
Jacquline Winton ‘79, of Oklahoma City, 
passed away July 16, 2016.
 
‘80s
Clayton Johnson ‘80, of Beggs, passed away 
August 21, 2016. 

Mary Jewell Hudson ‘81, of Jay, passed 
away August 31, 2016. 

Jayne Smith ‘81, of Muskogee, passed away 
August 13, 2016. 

Wilda Adams ‘83, of Tulsa, passed away 
September 6, 2016.

Jimmy Gulley ‘83, of Tahlequah, passed 
away October 22, 2016. 

Darryl Leach ‘84, of Broken Arrow, passed 
away June 21, 2016. 

Donald Dildine ‘84, of Mounds, passed away 
June 5, 2016. 

Lee Sharp Jr ‘85, of Sallisaw, passed away 
September 25, 2016. 

John Kennedy ‘86, of Muskogee, passed 
away July 25, 2016. 

George Davis ‘87, of Broken Arrow, passed 
away July 18, 2016. 

Howard Frohnapfel Jr ‘87, of Broken Arrow, 
passed away August 17, 2016. 

Terrance Kinder ‘88, of Miami, passed away 
August 29, 2016. 

Barbara Simmons ‘88, of Grand Prairie, 
Texas, passed away September 3, 2016. 

Peter Theban ‘89, of Tulsa, passed away 
October 16, 2016.

‘90s
Jane Martin ‘90, of Checotah, passed away 
September 12, 2016. 

Tina McDaniel ‘90, of Muskogee, passed 
away July 18, 2016. 

Terry Due ‘92, of Collinsville, passed away 
July 27, 2016. 

Christopher Burnham ‘95, of Austin, Texas, 
passed away May 15, 2016. 

David Birkes ‘97, of Tulsa, passed away July 
19, 2016.

‘00s 
Jennie Shepard ‘00, of Tulsa, passed away 
July 12, 2016. 

Jacob Littledave ‘00, of Tahlequah, passed 
away September 18, 2016. 

Mitche Hunt ‘00, of Muskogee, passed away 
September 2, 2016. 

Jennifer Davis ‘00, of Tulsa, passed away 
July 2, 2016. 

Mary Anne Knapp ‘02, of Tulsa, passed away 
October 2, 2016. 

William “Big Will” Boatman ‘05, of 
Tahlequah, passed away June 4, 2016. 

Terry Taylor ‘06, of Tahlequah, passed away 
June 15, 2016. 

Sally Bodenhamer ‘07, of Jefferson City, 
Missouri, passed away August 21, 2016..

‘10s 
Thomas Pasley ‘11, of Ardmore, passed 
away August 7, 2016. 

Andrea Mackey ‘12, of Broken Arrow, 
passed away August 20, 2016. 

Brandon O’Field ‘13, of Tahlequah, passed 
away October 12, 2016..

Milestones

‘70s 
Eddie Foreman ‘72 was appointed to the 
State of Oklahoma Credit Union Board of 
Directors. 

Robert Fleenor ‘75 retired from the Wildlife 
Department after 40 years of service. 

Jerry Belton ‘77 and ‘82 was inducted into 
the Oklahoma African American Educators Hall 
of Fame. 

‘80s 
Kay Morris ‘81 and ‘88 was named a finalist 
for Oklahoma’s Teacher of the Year for 2017. 

Kim Stewart ‘82 and ‘84 is the Police Chief of 
Erie, Colorado. 

Class Acts
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David Tackett Sr. ‘82 is the new Union 
Schools Education Foundation Executive 
Director. 

Cindy Newman Jolley ‘84 is the Executive 
Director of the Owasso Education Foundation. 

Bill Blankenship ‘85 is the Fayetteville Head 
Football Coach. 

Allan Trimble ‘85 and ‘88 named U.S. Cellular 
Most Valuable Coach in the country. 

Rick Farmer* ‘85 received the Robert 
Darcy Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Oklahoma Political Science Association. 

Angela Morrison ‘87 is the Principal Attorney 
at Morrison Environmental Law Firm.

‘90s 
Brad Tackett ‘90, the CFO of Coweta 
Public Schools, was named the Assistant 
Superintendent/Central Office Administrator 
of the Year by the Oklahoma Association of 
School Administrators. 

Rita Echelle ‘90 was named Oklahoma 
School for the Blind Superintendent. 

Bryan Coppedge ‘90 received the Faculty 
award for Teaching Excellence at Tulsa 
Community College. 

Kim Beair ‘90 is the Director of Residential 
Services at Domestic Violence Intervention 
Services. 

Wendi Michael ‘91 is an Administrative 
Assistant for Transfer Student Services at NSU.
 
Randy Jobe ‘92 is the Vice President of 
Physician Practices and Network Services at 
Stillwater Medical Center. 

Brandon Webb ‘93 is the Director of Human 
Resources for Joplin Public Schools. 

Becky Wright ‘94 was named as a nominee 
in the 15th annual Independent Music Awards.
 
Jon Parker ‘94 is the new Head Women’s 
Tennis Coach at NSU. 

Christina Conner ‘96 and ‘98 is a Student 
Success Coordinator for University Advising 
at NSU. 

Gary Willis ‘97 is the Head Football Coach at 
Vian Public Schools. 

Kelli Collins ‘98 is the Varsity Girls Tennis 
Coach at Broken Arrow High School. 

Scott Williamson ‘98 and ‘15 is a 
Programmer Analyst for ITS at NSU.

Kristi Mowery ‘99 and ‘10 was named 
Mission Teacher of the Year. 

Crystal Vann Wallstrom ‘99 was named to 
the Start Fort Wayne Board of Directors in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana..

‘00s
April Trammell ‘00 is a custodian at NSU. 

Jessica Lovinggood ‘01 is a Vice President 
with Breckenridge Insurance Services. 

Earl Sanchez ‘04 is the Physical Education 
instructor at Alliance College-Ready Academy 
8 Middle School. 

Heather Spiegel ‘04 was named one of the 
top 100 nurses in the state by the Great 100 
Nurses Foundation. 

Chris West ‘04 was named VP of Operations 
at Winnebago Industries. 

Amanda (Dixon) Huddleston ‘05 is an 
Occupational Therapist at Elizabeth Richardson 
Child Development Center. 

Emily Mocha ‘06 is a Senior Teller at Midfirst 
Bank. 

Brandon Robbins* ‘06 is a Vice President for 
The Ross Group. 

Barbara Crisp ‘07 is an Interventionist at 
Tulsa Public Schools. 

Travis Owens ‘07 and ‘11 was named 
Oklahoma Magazine’s 40 Under 40.

Alecia Paschal ‘07 is a Sr. Tax Manager for 
Hilti, Inc. 

Mark McMullen ‘07 and ‘14 was named 
Chief Financial Officer at Tulsa Community 
College. 

Kasey Marlatt ‘08 and ‘11 opened Marlatt 
Enterprises, tax preparation and bookkeeping 
services. 

Holly (Shultz) Burns ‘08 is a Librarian at Will 
Rogers Elementary. 

Terri Hayes ‘08 is a Probation and Parole 
Officer for the Department of Corrections. 

Joshua Adsit ‘08 is a new member of the 
leadership team at Riverside Christian Church 
in Merrimack. 

Kristy (Huffman) Fletcher* ‘08 and ‘13 is 
now at Video Gaming Technologies, Inc. 

Mele Lone ‘08 is an Educational Access 
Coordinator for Student Services at NSU. 

Darrin Priest* ‘09 and ‘14 is the Resident 
Director at the University of Colorado - Denver. 

‘10s 
Rylee (Williamson) Ketcher ‘10 and ‘13 is a 
Personal Banker at Armstrong Bank. 

Erin Cole ‘10 is Distinguished Events Manager 
at American Cancer Society. 

Shelley McCarty ‘10 is a Therapist at Human 
Skills and Resources. 

Patrick Fitzgibbon ‘10 works as a 
photojournalist for KUTV in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. He and his news team won a Rocky 
Mountain Southwest Chapter Emmy from 
the National Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences for a video that covers the death of 
a local Utah veteran police officer, who was 
killed in the line of duty after responding to a 
traffic accident. 

Jordan Nagel ‘11 and ‘13 is the Beggs boys 
Basketball Coach. 

Peter Hay ‘11 is the Durango Arts Center’s 
Exhibits Director. 

Stacey Lane ‘11 and ‘15 was named 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College (NEO) 
Grove Center Coordinator. 

Ashton Hardison ‘12 is a Program 
Coordinator at Norman Regional. 

Talara Taylor ‘12 is an APRN at the Wilma P. 
Mankiller Health Center.

Meggie Froman-Knight* ‘12 is the Executive 
Director of Claremore Collective. 

Daniel Frerichs ‘13 is a Vocal Music Educator 
at Union Public Schools. 

Kyle Combs ‘13 is a Commercial Insurance 
Agent at JCI Enterprises, LLC-Bardell & Bardell 
Insurance.

Drew Branan ‘13 was promoted to Sergeant 
by the Muskogee Police Department. 

Hollie Carroll ‘13 is the Clinical Coordinator 
for Northeastern Health System’s Endoscopy 
Department. 

Steven Hensley ‘13 is a System 
Administrator for ITS at NSU. 

Austyn (Fulps) Jackson ‘14 is a teacher at 
Ketchum Public Schools. 

Braidee (Hamm) Hicks ‘14 is a teacher at 
Jenks Public Schools. 

Tyree Parker ‘14 is a Child Welfare Specialist 
at Oklahoma Department of Human Services. 

Samuel Walton ‘14 works for American 
Heritage Bank. 

Kaili Endres ‘14 is at Hogan Assessment 
Systems. 

Krystal (Jennings) Medina ‘15 is an 
8th Grade Science Teacher for Tulsa Public 
Schools. 

Luke Brown ‘15 is the Tennis Coach for 
Tahlequah Public Schools. 

Garrett Prentice ‘15 is the Jr. Art Director at 
Art Machine. 

Jake Dwyer ‘15 is the Assistant Vice 
President of Lending at Firstar Bank. 

Jacob White ‘15 is the Head Baseball Coach 
at Sterling College. 

Mariah (Lykins) Armstrong ‘15 is a special 
education teacher at Wainwright Public 
Schools. 

Cameron Wright ‘15 is now employed at 
Emmor CPAs. 

Tyler Acord ‘15 is a Vocal Music Educator at 
Union Public Schools. 

Christopher Gay ‘15 is an ID and Imaging 
Specialist for ID Services at NSU. 

Colton Holmes ‘15 is an Accounts Receivable 
Tech for the Bursar Services Office at NSU. 

Levi Bridges ‘15 is a Transfer Student 
Representative for Admissions and 
Recruitment at NSU. 

Jeneshia Hicks ‘16 is the Dean of Students 
and Families at KIPP Tulsa. 

Cory Lakey ‘16 is a Sergeant at Wagoner 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Morgan Helterbrand ‘16 is a teacher at 
Putnam City High School. 

Francisco Garay ‘16 is an Accountant at 
Schraad and Associates. 

William Golden ‘16 is a Guidance Specialist 
for the TRIO program at NSU. 

Derek Walker ‘16 is an Access Services 
Assistant for the Library at NSU. 

Martin Wilson ‘16 is a Programmer Analyst 
for ITS at NSU. 

Weddings

‘00s
Lance Wimmer and Rachel Mahaffey ‘04 
were married on January 16, 2016. 

Stephan Walden and Ryan Cannonie ‘08 and 
‘13 were married on September 3, 2016. 

‘10s
Gary Gregg and Ashley Vinyard ‘10 and ‘14 
were married on December 16, 2015. 
 
Cheston Vaughn and *April Collins ‘10 were 
married on October 1, 2016. 

Trey Aubert and Shante’ Hill ‘11 were married 
on July 23, 2016. 

Colton Thomason and Stephanie Weygandt 
‘12 were married on August 27, 2016. 

Keith Malley ‘14 and Kendra Sweet ‘13 
were married on September 24, 2016. 

Garret Collin and Megan Coyle ‘13 and ‘15 
were married on June 25, 2016. 

Austin Jackson and Austyn Fulps ‘14 were 
married on June 10, 2016. 

Thomas Keith and Rebecca Fulps ‘15 were 
married on May 13, 2016. 

Justin Vann ‘15 and Robbie Johnson were 
married on May 21, 2016. 

Jake Chidester and Delaney Williams ‘15 
were married on July 23, 2016. 

Joe Terry and Kali May ‘15 were married on 
July 29, 2016.

*Denotes Life Members of the Alumni Association

Class Acts
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Athletics

Vieth joins #TeamNSU 
In October 2016, Don Vieth joined #TeamNSU as the Director of 
Athletics Communications at Northeastern State University. 

“I am very pleased Don has agreed to join #TeamNSU,” said 
Director of Athletics and Chief Athletics Officer Tony Duckworth. 
“Don’s diverse background, coupled with his knowledge and 
understanding of Division II athletics, make him a perfect fit.”

Vieth has extensive experience in athletics media relations. 
Most recently, Vieth was Sports Information Director at Cameron 
University, a position he has held since 2012.

“I am extremely excited to join the RiverHawks family,” said 
Vieth. “I would like to thank Tony Duckworth and his staff for this 
extraordinary opportunity to join #TeamNSU.”

Originally from Mauston, Wisconsin, Vieth earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Winona State University in Minnesota. 
He majored in mass communications-broadcasting and history to 
obtain his undergraduate degree, while his master’s focus was in 
sports management.

He began his career as Director of New Media and Broadcasting 
at his alma mater in 2009 before moving to High Point University 
as its Multimedia Coordinator two years later. In 2012, he had a 
brief stint at the Lone Star Conference as a Marketing Assistant 

before heading to Lawton to 
become SID at Cameron.

In addition to serving as the 
primary athletics media relations 
contact at Cameron, Vieth also 
served as the Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee (SAAC) 
advisor, founded #SIDAchat, a 
national weekly Twitter chat 
for athletic communication 
professionals, oversaw five 
LSC Sports Information Student 
Academic Award winners 
and was considered a trend-setter on the use of social media 
applications. Additionally, he was selected by the Lone Star 
Conference to attend the MOAA/NCAA Division II Governance 
Academy, and was a voter on the D2SIDA men’s basketball south 
central regional poll. He also has four years of broadcasting 
experience, which includes Winona State’s appearance in the 
2011 NCAA Division II College World Series and 2008 NCAA 
Division II men’s basketball national championship run.

NSU Athletics launches mobile app
Northeastern State Athletics is excited to announce the launch of its app, 
“NSU Live” which is now available for download on the Apple and Google Play 
store. The app was developed by From Now On (FNO) along with corporate 
partner, Arvest Bank.

“Sports fans all across the country are passionate about their teams and it’s no 
different at Northeastern State University. This app will help local fans keep up 
with all their favorite RiverHawks sports,” said Mike Crawley, Community Bank 
President of Arvest Bank in Tahlequah, Wagoner and Pryor. “Arvest is excited to 
help offer this app and we think NSU fans are going to enjoy it.”

NSU Live is a free app and a one-stop-shop for the RiverHawks fan to find 
interactive features, personalized alerts, detailed maps, as well as menus for 
concession items. With the launch of NSU Live, Northeastern State is one of 
a handful of NCAA Division II programs in the nation to have its own athletic 
mobile app.

“#TeamNSU is thrilled to partner with Arvest Bank and From Now On in our 
latest electronic media endeavor,” said Director of Athletics and Chief Athletics 
Officer Tony Duckworth. “The app is cutting edge and will be enjoyed by fans in 
RiverHawks Nation.”
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Athletics

Parker leads Women’s Tennis
Northeastern State alumni (1994) Jon Parker is the next head women’s 
tennis coach for the RiverHawks.

“I am very pleased Jon Parker will be Northeastern State’s next head 
women’s tennis coach,” NSU Director of Athletics Tony Duckworth said.  
“Jon has excelled for a number of years at the high school level, and it 
will be exciting to watch that success translate on the court in NCAA D-II 
tennis.

“As a NSU alumnus, Jon has exceptional knowledge of our great 
university, green country, familiarity of the MIAA and the make-up of our 
current team.”

Parker takes over a very successful RiverHawks program that has won 
its last 29 MIAA conference matches and has won back-to-back-to-back 
MIAA regular season titles. Additionally, in the last four seasons NSU has 
reached the NCAA Division II Sweet-16, then concluded the 2016 season 
ranked number-10 in the nation, and as the top program in the central 
region by the ITA. 

This fall, NSU found continued success on the court with Valeriia 
Efimenko and Molly Worden winning the ITA Central Region Doubles 
bracket and placing fourth at the Oracle Cup. 

“I am thrilled NSU Director of Athletics Tony Duckworth and President 
Steve Turner are providing me the opportunity to lead RiverHawks 
women’s tennis,” said Parker. “I am encouraged and optimistic with the 
talent these ladies have to offer. I look forward to building on a great 
tradition with the goal of becoming a top Division II tennis program.”  

Parker will come to NSU after being 
at Bixby High School (Bixby, Okla.) 
since 2009 and where he won six 4A 
Oklahoma State Titles, with 22 years 
of experience as a head boys’ and 
girls’ tennis coach. In 2016, Parker 
led the Spartans in a 6A Boy’s Tennis 
Regional Championship.

Prior to arriving at Bixby, Parker 
was the head boys’ tennis coach 
and softball coach at Cascia Hall 
(Tulsa, Okla.) from 2005-09.  The 
Commandos dominated 4A tennis 
with Parker at the helm taking four-straight state titles from 2006-09.   

Parker had two stints as head coach at Okmulgee High School (Okmulgee, 
Okla.) from 1997-00 and 2002-04. During the 1999 and 2000 seasons 
Okmulgee took back-to-back 4A titles, and it is the only time that a public 
school in 4A tennis won titles on consecutive years.

From 1999-00 and 2003-16, Parker has coached 26 state champions in 
singles and doubles, 19 state-runners up, with 19 student-athletes named 
to All-State teams and one state player of the year. In 2006, Parker was 
also named All-State Coach by the Oklahoma Coaches Association, and 
that same year he was the All-Metro Coach of the Year in Tulsa.

Parker graduated in 2016 with a master’s in Health, Physical Education, 
and Recreation from Emporia State University (Emporia, Kan.).

Northeastern State landed its 
first Academic Women’s Soccer 
All-American with Jordan 
Woodruff being selected third team 
by the College Sports Information 
Directors of America (CoSIDA).

Woodruff is the only student-athlete 
from the MIAA to be named, with 
only 33 making the list in NCAA 
Division II. Additionally, as a 
goalkeeper, Woodruff is one of three 
to earn this distinguished honor.

“Jordan for us has been such a great 
player over the four years, she is 
a four-year starter, she has been 
engaged in the community, she has 
done well in the classroom, and 

she has been phenomenal for us on the field,” said head coach Chase 
Wooten. “To have a chance to be an Academic All-American is a huge 
life moment and life accomplishment. We are so happy to have had 
Jordan here for four years in our goal and we are so proud of her.”

Woodruff is a four-year letter winner for the RiverHawks and will go 
down as the top goalkeeper in the program’s history. She has been 
selected All-MIAA three times and All-Region twice during her career 
in a RiverHawks uniform. 

Woodruff started all 78 matches in her career, with 50 wins, and 28 
shutouts for NSU. The senior from Long Island, N.Y. holds a 3.82 GPA in 
Health and Human Performance at Northeastern State.

NSU soccer star named All-American
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812 N. Cedar Ave.
Tahlequah, OK 74464-2399

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

What would you’ve given then 
to know what you know now?

Through the N•Link Mentoring Community, NSU alumni share professional 
experience and wisdom with current students preparing for careers after college. 
What you have learned on the job has value. The N•Link online platform makes 

it easy and convenient to share your insights with NSU students.

Learn more at nsualumni.com.Become an N•Link mentor today!
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